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IN MEMORIAM
VINCENT Royston Alfred

Mrs Vincent and family would like to express their grateful thanks to all those who
attended the celebration oof Roy’s life following his passing on 23 June, also for the
generous donations to Prostate Cancer, the kind messages of condolence and the
many cards received.

(Our sincere apologies for this not appearing in September’s issue, an oversight on
our part, which hopefully won’t happen again.)

CONDOLENCES

Sincere condolences and sympathy go to Bron Warner and family on the death of Mel
who passed away on September 2nd. Mel was a long standing member of the
village. In the late 70s early 80s he was part of the Cratfield Community Council, a
social and fundraising collective and until very recently he was a part of the team
delivering the Cratfield News.

Also to Shella Webster and family on the death of Tom who passed away on
September 6". Tom was another long standing member of the community and
staunch supporter of the village and St. Mary’s church.

PILATES

Hi, I'm Emma, | have recently moved into the village and am thinking of starting up a
Pilates class in the Village Hall if there is sufficient interest. Classes could be on
either a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday morning at 9.45am and will be suitable for
all ages.

If you are interested or want more information please contact me, Emma Hodson, on
either pilatesbodyharmony@aol.com or 07914 535448 with your questions or
preferences.

Look forward to hearing from you.

BEETLE DRIVE

Its a very long time since the village had a Beetle drive but fear not! There will be one
in November. It will be in the Village Hall from 7pm on 16th November. The bar will be
open! Bring your own nibbles. £5 per person and under 16's free. There will be a
raffle too. All proceeds to St Mary’s Church.

CHURCHYARD CLEARANCE AND INTERIOR SPRUCE UP
Come and join is on Saturday October 26™ from 10.30am, any time you can spare will
be much appreciated. Bring your own equipment. Tea, coffee, biscuits will be

provided.

Many thanks to Andrew Weight for this month’s cover illustration.



Concerts at Cratfield — thank you for another great season

Concerts at Cratfield 2024 closed on September 8" with a mesmerising
performance by the acclaimed Heath Quartet and a last minute substitute —
young Dutch violinist Charlotte Spruit who won 1% prize at the Leipzig
International JS Bach competition and is a Classic FM Rising Star. Charlotte
is at The Wigmore Hall in October — a fantastic example of the calibre of
musicians that love to come to play in Cratfield each year.

We're often asked how we persuade artists to come — the answer being that
the reputation of the series, the setting, the welcome and attentive audience
mean they increasingly approach us. And what a feast of music we’ve had:
violinist Fenella Humphreys and pianist Martin Roscoe stepping in after
Jennifer Pike fractured her wrist; the brilliant Jeneba Kanneh-Mason playing
just weeks after being signed up by Sony Classical; the joyous young
musicians of the Meliora septet who we think broke the record for numbers
on stage; pianist Mishka Rushdie Momen and cellist Tim Posner who dashed
to Suffolk from performing in Italy; and the great Fitzwilliam Quartet, whose
founding member was a personal friend of Shostakovich.

After bouncing back in 2023, this year was even stronger: full price seats
sold out for every concert, and four of the six sold out completely. We were
excited to see many people discovering Cratfield for the first time, which
gives us real confidence for the future.

The Fitzwilliams told us St Mary’s was one of the best venues they had ever
played in. That reflects the welcome and active support of so many in the
village without whom we couldn’t continue and thrive. It's hard to know where
to start, but | particularly want to thank Lottie Ackerley who took over as our
brilliant and unflappable concert manager; Mr & Mrs Sillett who so
generously allow us use of their field for parking; and of course the ever
amazing and resourceful Tea Team, who keep the whole season refreshed
and happy, and raise so much for the upkeep of the church.

We're back on Sunday July 6™ to Sunday September 14™ 2025 with another
amazing line-up — and we’re planning some Young Artists concerts in the
spring. Look out for details in Cratfield News and on our website
www.concertsatcratfield,org where you can see great photos of the 2024
season.

Jonathan Birt
Chairman, Concerts at Cratfield.



Suffolk Historic Churches Ride and Stride 2024

We were riding this year in memory of the much-loved Don Peacock, such a
huge supporter of Cratfield church and its fabric. Don was always a
generous sponsor and after the event he would summon the riders into his
study to hear a report of the churches visited and get a few clues about
where he should go to paint (the room was full of his water-colour paintings
of local churches - some of them still drying.) The crowd at the pop-up pub
the week before did him proud and we collected more support than ever -
some even daringly challenging the 'pounds per church’ column.

After the baking temperatures of 2023, conditions this year were almost
perfect - light winds and sunshine. There were at least 3 riders going for
Cratfield. The Scoones contingent (fancy carbon fibre bike and lycra)
decided a loop that started and finished at the Victoria in Earl Soham would
be a good idea. A route that took in 22 hitherto unvisited churches (and 2
unopened chapels) plus one visited before but not open during COVID (Hoo)
and one revisited just because it is so special (Crowfield) and passing
through wonderfully named places such as Dallinghoo, Swilland and
Pettaugh. Favourites: Cretingham, Bredfield and Grundisburgh (village and
church). But as usual the welcoming faces, home-made cakes and cherished
buildings made another special day in the Suffolk countryside visiting all the
churches. Back in Earl Soham | put the bike in the back of my car, finished a
beer and headed for home. Along Cake Street | encountered fellow rider, the
intrepid Andy Edmonds and his vintage Raleigh ‘taking a breather’. He was
going to finish the ride whatever. But after much persuasion he added his
bike to mine and we celebrated our absent friend with another beer in the
Low House. Over £600 raised and counting: you did him proud indeed....
With the usual thanks to fellow cyclists and fund-raisers, sponsors and those
who give their time to welcome visitors to the church.

Andrew and Andy, September 2024

Harvest Supper Saturday October 5"
in St. Mary’s Church
2 courses and entertainment
from 7.00pm
Limited numbers, but tickets will be available from
Paul Marfleet at
marfleets@doctors.org.uk



Bonfires

It's that time of year when gardens need tidying and general rubbish disposed off, but
please bear in mind the smoke generated. A few people in the village have recently
been concerned with the health issues involved with smoke inhalation. The following
has been sent in for guidance.......

Important issues about bonfires! Whilst it’s not quite ‘Remember, Remember the
Fifth of November’ time yet....most of us are aware of the need to consider
neighbouring properties when planning a bonfire at any time of the year.. There are,
however, certain items which it is illegal to burn! The following extracts from a
Gov.UK website explain this in greater detail:

* Itis illegal to burn most types of waste and setting fire to treated wood, tyres,
plastics, rubber and oil can seriously harm health and pollute the
environment.

* Any material for the bonfire should be clean, non-commercial waste and only
small amount of untreated wood, paper, leaves and cardboard should be
used.

* It may be tempting to burn old bits of furniture, mattresses and household
rubbish, but the toxic fumes given off from burning certain types of material
can cause pollution and damage people’s health.

* When choosing the site for the bonfire, make sure the fire or smoke from the
fire will not affect any houses, buildings or roads which could become a
danger to public safety.

If anyone sees any suspicious activities, they should contact the Environment Agency
incident line on 0800 807060 or report it anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800
555111

*for further information see the Environment Agency advice on GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/browse/environment-countryside/recycling-waste-management to
check the disposal of waste on bonfires is both safe and legal.

TUTORING

Maths, Phonics, English and more
Based in Stradbroke, 2INSPIRING MINDS’ is run by an educational professional with over ten
years experience in local primary schools.
A child centred approach encourages development of selfconfidence and skills in a safe and
nurturing environment.
Fully qualified Teacher (BA Hons PGCE QTS)
Enhanced DBS
Fully insured  First aid trained
Experienced across the Primary age range and with SEND
Bookings now being taken  Home Educators Welcome  1:1 & Small Group Session
Prices from £18 per session
Contact Sarah now to discuss your tuition needs, availability and pricing
www.inspiringminds.online



MICHAEL OLIVER

FENCING AND GATES

ALL ASPECTS SUPPLIED ERECTED REPAIRED
ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED
Arches pergolas trellis paving paths footbridges raised beds log stores

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED
Including drainage and all types of edging

MINI DIGGER TO: CLEAN SMALL DITCHES TRENCHES DRAINAGE
HOLES AUGERED ~ CONCRETE BREAKING  AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE

HOME: 01986 798129 MOBILE: 07946 714291
EMAIL:michael7000liver@btinternet.com

Linstead Farm & Garden

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc

STIHL VIKING MOUNTFIELD COUNTAX STIGA

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986
785272 or email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com




Cratfield Parish
Council

Please help keep your village clean &
tidy
Cratfield Parish Council has litter
picking equipment which can be

LITTER PICK borrowed anytime.
Your help & support would be greatly

appreciated!

If you would like to litter pick please contact:
Cllr Dan Elford Tel: 01986 798649 - Village collection
Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187350 - Silverleys Green collection

SHAUN CHAMBERS v

TRADITIONAL WINDOW CLEANER
CALL
07947 860628
FOR A QUOTE

J. FELTON =

CHIMNEY SWEEP

CLEAN & FRIENDLY SERVICE FULLY INSURED
SMOKE TESTS INSURANCE CERTIFICATES
CCTV INSPECTIONS COMPETITIVE RATES

PLEASE CALL 01986 799175 @

REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS




All in a Day’s Work

After our stopover in Mayport, we went off to carry out trials with a couple of
UK submarines at the AUTEC' range in the Bahamas. This range is situated
in the Tongue of the Ocean, a vast and very deep inlet in the Bahamas, in
between coral reefs. It is 150 miles long, 20 miles wide and up to 6,500 feet
deep, giving submarines many miles of water in which to play. The water is
still and very quiet — ideal conditions for underwater trials and
measurements. These are monitored from Andros Island on the west side of
the Tongue. However, as | pointed out in a very early tale in the Cratmag
some five years ago, the biggest disruptor of life is always “events.”?

Ark Royal was to spend several days there, accompanied by the frigate HMS
Cleopatra with her Lynx ASW helicopter, whilst trials were carried out with
homing torpedoes against both a conventional submarine (HMS/M Oracle)
and a nuclear submarine - | cannot remember which one - using Stingray
torpedoes dropped by Ark Royal’'s Sea King ASW helicopters and Cleo’s
Lynx, and the much heavier Spearfish torpedo used by the submarines
against surface vessels and other submarines. The aim was to test and
improve the accuracy of these homing torpedoes against submarines. Of
course, the torpedoes used for the trial had no warheads, were set to pass
just below the target and on activation of the fuse would rise to the surface
for recovery.

On the Sunday, | handed over Ark Royal to my second in command (but
retained command of the whole group) and flew ashore to the range
monitoring facility to watch the trials and to spend a night there, where two
old friends of mine were part of the trials team. It was a lovely Caribbean
late November “sea and sun” day, and all was proceeding nicely when we
got a message from the nuclear submarine that its conning tower had been
hit by a torpedo (it later turned out that the wrong depth had been set on the
fuse, but at least we knew that its homing mechanism worked!). We were
dealing with this and any possible damage when | received a message from
her Captain that Oracle (with diesel electric drive) had discovered a “full
earth.” In simple terms this meant that the submarine could not safely dive
and could only proceed slowly on the surface; she needed urgent repair.
The nearest naval base was Port Canaveral in Florida, near the NASA space
station. It was over two days away, so | decided to send Oracle there and
detached Cleopatra to shepherd her en route; there was always a chance
that things might deteriorate before she got there. Her absence would have
some impact on the trials, but | told Cleo to transfer her helicopter to Ark
Royal, so at least it could continue the Lynx trials.

Naturally, all this involved a number of signals and telephone conversations,
between our ships as weII as to UK and the USN base to make the
necessary arrangements | was not a submariner and | had only tactical
command of the submarine, not full command, so | was exceeding my



delegated authority. | thought | had better try to telephone the Flag Officer
Submarines, doubtless enjoying a post Sunday lunch doze in Portsmouth,
tell him what | had done with his boats* and get his post factum approval.
Once awake he was happy with it, thanked me and endorsed my decisions.
When | suggested (jokingly?) that | might receive a day of submarine special
service pay, he was a bit less enthusiastic and pointed out (in a friendly
enough way) that he had done a long and demanding training to earn his
submarine pay, although he might buy me a drink next time we met!

It was a rather hectic Sunday, but very interesting and | learned a lot during
it. However, | was ready for a sundowner or two, and a nicely cooked
Abalone in a creekside restaurant in Andros. | admit that | was a little
peeked when | returned on board Ark Royal the next day to be asked by my
second in command if | had enjoyed my weekend holiday in Andros whilst he
kept my ship at sea safe and sound, although of course he had enjoyed his
temporary spell in command, which he certainly deserved.

Jeremy Blackham

1. The Atlantic Underwater Test and Evaluation Centre — a USN laboratory regularly
used by the UN.

2. Harold MacMillan, when Prime Minister, was asked “What is the greatest challenge
to Governments?” He replied, “Events dear boy, events.”

3. I should say that it was a joy, and much quicker, to make these decisions when my
own boss and his staff were 3000 miles away and on weekend!

4. RN Submarines are always known as “boats”, and in Germany too as
“Unterseebooten.”

Cratfield Allotment to Rent
CPC has a large allotment available
from the 1st October for Cratfield residents.

For further details contact the Parish Clerk:
Tel: 07774 734411 or Email: cratfieldpc@gmail.com

2024 MOBILE LIBRARY DATES
TUESDAYS
Silverleys Green 14.15 — 14.35
The Poacher 14.45 — 14.45
OCTOBER 1%, November 26", December 24™
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SUFFOLK '
I ' EASTSUFFOLK
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Framlingham, Wickham Market, Kelsale and Yoxford and Villages
Community Partnership Area Rural Wellbeing Survey

What is the reason for this more in-depth survey?

This survey is a follow on from a previous small survey undertaken by East Suffolk
Council into any health and well-being issues that potentially exist in the
Framlingham, Wickham Market, Kelsale and Yoxford and Villages Community
Partnership area.

Community Action Suffolk, on behalf of East Suffolk Council, are now conducting a
deeper exploration of all those reported challenges and barriers, as well as finding
out more about possible solutions. We want to learn more about what they are and
how they affect people living locally, together with gathering their ideas and
suggested solutions that could help improve things for everyone.

We are speaking directly with local organisations, groups and residents, both through
this survey and in-person. We will be providing a full report to East Suffolk Council,
presenting our findings on a village-by-village basis so that they can have better
understanding about health and well-being needs and provisions in the area, and
hear how they can work with you to improve things. Thank you for sharing your
views, experiences and opinions with us.

To complete the survey please go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

RuralWellbeing

Community Action Suffolk (CAS)
CAS is a leading charity working to build a stronger and fairer Suffolk. CAS are the leading organisation
for engagement with the Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) sector in Suffolk.
We work closely with VCFSE organisations and other partners to build the positive relationships needed
to collaboratively develop strategy, policy, and services. We provide practical support to VCFSE
organisations and aim to be the first port of call for support to achieve goals from helping to find funding
and running an organisation, to engaging your community and strategic planning.

10
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LAXFIELD PRE—SCHOOL
Framlingham Road, Laxfield. IP13 8HD
Sessions available 8.00am - 5.00pm
(Funding available subject to criteria)
Open all year round (Closed 2wks at
Christmas) : 6mths - Syrs
Holiday Club available T & C’s
Call Lizzie on; 01986 798091 or email
At: office.laxfieldpreschool@gmail.com

CHARLES GLENNON CELEBRATION

AERIAL & SATELLITE CAKES
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS CUPCAKES

AUDIO - VISUAL - CCTV - WIFI TREAT BOYES
01728 603376

07786 363 832 cakesbymilliexx@gmail. com

@cakesbymilliexx

Four Star Rated
Whipple Tree Cottage
Bell Green, Cratfield

This carefully restored timbered former stable and hayloft includes 1 x double, 1 x
twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs.

Wet room, dining room/lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy
wheelchair access. Pretty cottage garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for
two cars. Wi-Fi available.

For bookings apply to:

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764, email: chrissie.kitchen@yahoo.com or write
to Bell Green Cottage, Cratfield, Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI

11




VILLAGE HALL UPDATE - OCTOBER

Many thanks to Robert Sannick for cutting the grass around the Village Hall
again along with Tim Shaw — we would love to hear from anyone with a ride
on mower who can volunteer to help keep the grass under control till we
have an update on the village mower - if you are able to help please do let us
know on cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

CAN YOU HELP?

We are a small (and very friendly) committee who meet just 4 times a year to
help put on the range of events which meet the overheads of running the
village hall so it is there for everyone to use. Our next AGM is on Thursday
21% November — if you could spare a few hours once every 3 months to join
the committee then please do let us know, either on e-mail
(cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com) or come along on the 21% November at
7.00pm to our next committee meeting and AGM.

POP UP PUB — FRIDAY 4" October — 6PM

After a long busy summer with Fire & Feast, Judith and Cratfield Kitchen are
back providing the food for the Pop-Up Pub. Come along for a drink and a
bite to eat — doors open 6pm first Friday of every month — all food locally
sourced and delicious!

HUGE thanks to all the volunteers who help behind the scenes — from setting
up, serving, fighting with the card machine to clearing away and re stocking
for the next one — we could not do it without you.

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION — FRIDAY 11™ OCTOBER 7 - 9PM /
BAR OPEN TOO

With all the photos submitted and currently being mounted, we look forward
to announcing the winners and runners up of each category.

Don'’t forget! This year we are also holding a ‘people’s choice’ cateqory —
anyone who comes along on the Friday evening for the preview will be able
to vote for their favourite photo of them all. You will be given a form as you
come in to vote anonymously and this photo will make the front of the 2025
Calendar.

CLASSIC CARS, BREAKFAST & COFFEE - SATURDAY 12" OCTOBER
10AM — 1PM

We have wide range of classics registered to attend - from a vintage mini
pick-up van that has been in the same family from new to a bright yellow 60’s
Lotus, a super-fast Porsche, an American muscle car and some very
traditional British marques!

Come along for breakfast and take a look at the classics — with another
chance to view the photos if you could not come along to the preview
evening. If you have a classic car there are still 1 or 2 spaces available (at

12



time of writing this...) so if would like to bring a classic car along let us know
ASAP on cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

(We can only take classic cars that are registered via email for the event due
to lack of space.)

ACOUSTIC NIGHT — SATURDAY 2"° NOVEMBER — DOORS OPEN
7.15PM

Cratfield Acoustic 7 will feature performers including Heidi Smith, Gemma
Wear, Paul and Evie Marfleet and Tanglethread. Expect self-penned songs,
covers and show songs too. Tanglethread are Des and Ruth Hart, a husband
-and-wife duo playing a selection of traditional folk music from around Britain.
Ruth plays descant and tenor recorders and Des plays cuatro, guitar and
sings. There will be other guests as well - so you can look forward to a fine
musical evening! Doors open 7.15pm and first performance shortly after
7.30.

Entrance just £3 on the door with a collection towards East Anglia Air
Ambulance. Bar open too!

BEETLE DRIVE — 16™ NOVEMBER - 7.00PM
See the advert elsewhere for the Church beetle drive being held at the
Village Hall — see you there!

SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER — CHRISTMAS FAIR — BACK BY POPULAR
DEMAND!

Save the date in your diary now — and if you know any crafters, makers or
bakers who would like a stall let us know on cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

INDOOR BOWLS — ALTERNATE TUESDAYS

The dates for 2024 are - Oct 1 & 15 & 29 / Nov 26 / Dec 10. Do come along
and have a go — no experience required — all good fun! Tea & Coffee
available and there is a suggested donation of £2 to play. Any queries please
contact Nigel 07445351861 or Elliott 07963676207 .

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB — OCTOBER WINNERS

Drawn by Diane Britton - First prize (£15) number 21 - Sandra Chivers /
Second prize (£10) number 33 - Gary Thomas; and Third prize (£5) number
98 - Jeremy Blackham. Congratulations to the winners!

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL MEETINGS — 7.00pm
—[—p—_l_

hursday 21° November (and AGM)
HALL FOR HIRE!
The village hall is for hire - with a discounted rate for residents, so if you are
looking for a venue for a party, class or somewhere for a group to meet then
find out more from Robert King our booking secretary on
cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

13



D. M. BULLOCK
GENERAL BUILDER
All building work undertaken

Extensions
New Build Renovations
Patios Brickwork
Plastering
Carpentry
Ceramic Tiling
Mobile: 07766 063601

R. Gritton

Professional
Decorators

High Quality, reliable

service for all your

interior and exterior
requirements

Telephone: 01379
586768

Quality Home Produced Beef
A large selection of fresh & frozen beef
readily available
Come and visit the Cratfield beef stand
at Halesworth produce market every
second Saturday of each month
A full price list is available on request.
Further details from Lotty 01986
798099

orders@cratfieldbeef.co.uk

Y HILLCREST

LE SOLU

MOT

Servicing

Repairs

Diagnostics

All makes welcome
.

Land Rover Specialists

All mechanical work guaranteed for 12
months or 12,000 miles

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668




If you are in a hole...

..we’ll dig you out

MINI & MICRO DIGGERS
DUMPERS  BREAKERS ¢ MIXERS
TELEPORTERS ¢ SMALL PLANT

SCARIFIERS ¢ TURF CUTTERS

07881
642232 GRS - BowiATom

[ tom@tiplanthire.co.uk

Diggers can be provided Bridge House, Denmark Hill, Palgrave, Diss IP22 1AB
with operator, if required.

T51. L. PLANT HIRE »

-

3 1@ <=

Suffolk Ear Care

Ear Wax Removal Specialist

Micro-suction and Water Irrigation
Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk, IP13 S8HD

and insured. Amazing reviews.
077 3888 5858
Lisa@suffolkearcare.co.uk
www.suffolkearcare.co.uk

With over 30 years nursing experience Lisa started Suffolk Ear Care in
2018. Offering mobile and clinic appointments at short notice. Set in 10
acres of countryside Lisa and Naomi offer an expert and tranquil local ap-
pointment. Adults and children welcome. Parking on site. Fully trained

15
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. T.W. Tree and Gardening " BOOTY BUILDERS
I Services | LAXFIELD
All aspects of tree ™ Fkkkk
| Surgery | For all types of
_ Hedges trimmed, rough = building work
areas strimmed, garden I Fkkkk
rubbish cleared . Contact Terry
|
| 01986 798753
I Tel: 01986 798928 & Or 07889 116448
|
Mob: 07787 753525 ||

| | | | | || | | | 4

D.C. PATRICK

26 Market Place, Halesworth
YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT '
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES (pwﬂ'& @iak Auppﬂw

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS | ‘ Mobile fishmonger
o Door to Door sales
A WEEK 1 > o5 07881 686282
; *  Email : pmg@griffﬂeefﬂ77.p|us.com
TELEPHONE 01986 875229 L

l ________________________ h |
1Pete’s I
| Reliable, helpful and local! |
I Assistance, maintenance and repairs. |
| (C(O)][']ﬂl]P)lU[lt(e‘]f PCs, laptops, tablets and phones. |
| NO FIX NO FEE. |
| |
Y M n 1
ISEIVICES 1. 01986 888505 :



Exploring the Scottish Islands — with a collapsible bike!

St Kilda (Population: 0 — Jast inhabitants evacuated in 1930)
Part 12 — Final Experiences of St Kilda

Recap: After my gut-churning voyage to St Kilda on the MV Cuma, the 3 days | spent
there were sun-drenched: a far cry from the foul and merciless winter weather that the
island endures each year. | had befriended the last work-party of the season and
enjoyed a drunken evening in the Puff Inn!

The next day, there was much excitement, because the Rainbow Warrior drew into
Village Bay, complete with celebrity on board in the form of Julia Sawalha (‘Saffy’
from Ab Fab.). That night, in the Puff Inn, she had numerous photos taken of her
pulling pints! But the following day, a Royal Navy boat silently crept in and, suddenly,
rather ominous looking pairs of men were seen, dressed in navy blue from top to
bottom, walking around the island. The Rainbow Warrior was being trailed, it seemed,
and the demeanour of the dark blue men seemed slightly threatening, for they
exchanged no pleasantries (as if to say, “We’re watching you, you bunch of
weirdos!”). | passed a pair of RN men in the village ‘street’ and, to counter whatever
impression they had of me, in my best, over-confident London-commuter accent, |
said, loudly, “Morning!” Without a word, they almost barged me out of the way! A
rather unexpected dark mood had descended on St Kilda.

However, Murdo (Captain of the Cuma) cheered everyone up by passing around the
message that, in light of the good weather, he was offering a sailing trip around Hirta
and its close neighbour, Soay (‘Sheep island’). The work-party, some Rainbow
Warriors, me, and anyone else who was interested crammed onto the Cuma and we
enjoyed a wonderful, leisurely trip, in bright sunshine, around the dramatic islands. As
with the bizarre crossing | made between Colonsay and Oronsay as a pedestrian in
bare feet, so again, on St Kilda, a diverse group of strangers shared stories, had a
laugh, and bonded. It didn’'t matter what anybody’s name was: we just knew we all
had something in common, and that was a love for islands.

The work-party had bonded so well, in fact, that they decided to go, as a group, on
successive island holidays in future years; and | was invited too. We holidayed on
Canna (meeting the eccentric, but wonderful, Margaret Fay Shaw (the American lady
who discovered the islands as a teenager and amassed a (now) world-important
collection of the vanishing Gaelic music and literature)) and also Colonsay, where the
laird visited to repair our cooker causing all the ladies to fall in love amid much face-
fanning and swooning! (Thereafter the group holidays petered out when the chief
organiser fell pregnant!)

So many happy memories... but when | got back home to edit my film, | found that my
lapel mic had broken and | had lost all my soundtrack on St Kilda. | had to start the
painstaking work of re-working all the commentary (trying to sound spontaneous!) and
adding music where | thought appropriate. | contacted Eric (who drew up the order
form) and explained that it would take some time before everyone received their video
tape. They had only just returned from their 2 week work-party stint, but Eric sounded
sombre, not his usual self. “Remember Kris, the Belgian journalist fellow?” he said. (I
instantly remembered him, for he was unmistakable in his black Goth/Punk fashion-
sense.) “The day after you left St Kilda, he went for a walk and, being the rebel that
he was, he crossed over a roped off area and carried on walking. He didn’t return. We
took a boat out in the morning and found his body at the bottom of the cliffs.”

St Kilda had claimed yet another young life, albeit the first one since the evacuation in
1930. Just as the original islanders had had to endure, an innocent day, full of
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happiness, had ended in tragedy. | end with further images of old St Kilda...

T E

Mary Gillies: her death at 21, The girls and ladies were distinctive for their

from acute appendicitis, was centre partings
the final straw for the islanders.

X 3.3

The St. Kildan ladies were never
far from their knitting and
weaving.

Next month Orkney

Andrew Weight
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Cratfield Parish Council
Meeting Dates 2024

All meetings are held in The Village Hall, Manse Lane Cratfield, P19 0DJ

Tuesday 12th March 2024 at 7.30 pm

Tuesday 14th May 2024 at 7.30 pm

— Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 9th July 2024 at 7.30 pm

Tuesday 10th September 2024 at 7.30 pm

Tuesday 12th November 2024 at 7.30 pm

The agenda is displayed three days before the meeting in the village

noticeboards and on CPC’s website: www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net

Planning meetings are arranged as and when required and extra
meetings may be scheduled if necessary.

~ Members of the public are welcome to attend the meetings ~

For further details contact the Clerk email:
cratfieldpc@gmail.com or Tel: 07774 734411

I‘ ank Does your Oil Tank need replacing?
‘ h We are your local oiltank installer established since
ange 1989 with over 16,000 installationsto date

Limited

. New oil tank installations, relocationsand servicing

. Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks

. KingspanTitan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in stock
. OFTEC registered

. Kingspan Titan Accredited

. Fullyinsured
. Parish magazine discount
o Free surveys

Tel. 01449781210
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk
www .tankchange.co.uk

@ K‘W' > -
W et i
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ACORN FOOT HEALTH

PAI NTI NG AN D Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci,
DECORATING PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP
INTERIOR AND FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT
EXTE RIOR HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses,
fungal Infection, corns, nail cutting, bunions

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE

and Foot Care for diabetics.

SERVICE
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE Foot health checks and all nail conditions.
PAUL GODDARD For an appointment

Tel. 01379 384873 Mob. 07724 073328

Tel: 01986 784594
paul@pablo101.plus.com

Email: griffithstwo@aol.com

Some evening appointments available

MAN & MACHINE

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE — REASONABLE RATES.

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE
SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH.

FOR SALE SAWN TIMBER OF DIFFERENT SIZES & TELEGRAPH.
ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN. TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED.

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION: 07966 725001
LOWER HALL FARM, MARY'S LANE, LINSTEAD MAGNA, IP19 0QN
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T AUTUMN

9\ NG & Cp 04 .« . N
\ ‘s, Summer Saturday Dining & Sunday Cafe in

------- (‘ R the Tipi close after 15th of September!
/ F l n E @’ FE A ST The summer season may be coming to a close but we still
%, & have lots of exciting events planned...

0 N
90p gpyeNt

E )

¢ Woodfire Cooking Workshops. Join us for an autumn
workshop and learn how to cook with fire!
September: 21st Full Day Course, 22nd Half Day Course

o Supper & Story Telling. Settle in for an evening of tall tales

Follow us on Instagram
@fireandfeastsuffolk

To buy tickets for our special

events: from the Yarnsmith of Norwich and a three course TH
visit our website supper based on local, seasonal produce. 19th October. /
www.fireandfeastsuffolk.co.uk e Supper and Star Gazing. The last chance to have a

email taste of Fire & Feast this year, join us for supper and s
judith@fireandfeastsuffolk.co.uk  after dinner star gazing with Dash Astro. 9th November.
Phone/text

If you're stuck for gift ideas we offer vouchers for all of

07775706002 our workshops and events % " % %
FRESSINGFIELD STORES

YOUR FRESH AND LOCAL VILLAGE STORE

NEW * 3 Weekly Special Offers

‘INDEPENDENT’ % Off-Licence,
RANGE OF Dry Cleaning,
OWN BRAND Gas & Codal

SPECIAL % Open 7 Days a Week
VALUE until 8pm

PEND GOODS (Sunday 6pm)
S0l 01379 588188
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Letter from the Vicar October 2024

| was lucky enough to join other folk from across our benefice at the
‘Leading Your Church in Growth’ (LYCIiG) conference that was held at the
Sports Centre in Debenham during the first weekend of July this year. It
certainly provided food for thought and highlighted the need once again for
us not to only look to what are congregations may prefer in church but also
to find out what we could do in terms of developing our church communi-
ties for those who chose not to attend Sunday services.

I know, | was banging on about surveys the other month and perhaps now
might be a good time to explore such an initiative further? Perhaps we
might begin to look at what might be on our stall in the New Year? After all,
we only need to reflect upon Moses’ journey in the Old Testament to real-
ise how God uses ordinary people like us. Eugene H. Petersen, Professor
Emeritus of Spiritual Theology in British Columbia and the translator of
‘The Message’ (a paraphrase of the Bible), once spoke of how he had ob-
served a kingfisher diving in and out of the water to catch a fish and it took
about 37 attempts to be successful. He observed that it was rather like be-
ing a pastor/priest when you may make 37 contacts with a person before
they may come to the Lord, so let’s get fishing!

And it would be remiss of me not to wish Reverend Enid Pow amazing suc-
cess in her new role as the incumbent at Walton and Trimley and to say
thank you for all that she shared in the Four Rivers benefice.

God bless, Reverend Chrissie

Come and join in decorating the Church in readiness for the Harvest
Supper and Harvest Festival.

Once again there will be a joint effort for decorating the church to celebrate
harvest. This will coincide with the Harvest supper on October 5th and Har-
vest Festival on October 6th.

If you are new to the village out flower arranging team will be pleased to
include you in "doing a window" or if that sounds a bit ambitious for you
there are plenty of other ways you can help - decorating one of the wands
in the isle is a great way to get involved - young or old. and only takes a
few minutes and really adds to the overall effect.

We will be there from 10.00 until 12 on Saturday 5th October to give you
some guidance if you are new or haven' t been involved before. Tools and
materials will be on hand for the wand dressing or you might like to bring
some flowers and produce from your garden.
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October Cratfield Church Services

Sunday 6th

Sunday 27th

Genesis 2:18-24
Hebrews 1:1-4,2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16

Jeremiah 31:7-9
Hebrews 7:23-end
Mark 10:46-end

6.00pm

Harvest Festival

9.00am
Holy Communion

October 6th 13th 20th 27th
Bedfield 10.30am 10.30am
harvest Festival Holy Communion
Brun- 4.00pm
dish Harvest Festival
3.00pm
Messy Church
Village Hall
Laxfield 10.30am 10.30am \10.30am 6.30pm
Harvest Festi- | Morning Praise | Holy Commun- Hartismere
val ion House
Monk 11.00am 11.00am 11.00am
Soham Family Service | Morning Prayer | CW Holy Com-
munion
Tanning- 11.00am %3.00pm
ton Holy Commun- Harvest
ion
Wilby 6.00pm 10.30am 10.30am 10.30am
Harvest Festi- | Holy Commun- Village Wor- Morning Prayer
val ion ship
Worling- Support 11.00am 11.00am 11,.00am
worth Tannington Holy Commun- | Let’'s Celebrate | Morning Prayer
ion
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DIRECTORY:

Local Officers:

Church:

Priest in Charge of the Four Rivers Benefice

Rev. Enid Pow revenid4rivers@gmail.com 01986 743093

The Vicarage, 15 Noyes Avenue Laxfield IP13 8EB

Assistant Curate Rev. Clive Mobbs 07340 838639

Parish Council:

Chairperson Lotty Barbour 01986 798099
Parish Clerk Sally Chapman 07774 734411

Parish Council Website www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

Village Hall:

Chairperson Andy Barringer 01986 798346
Vice Chair Jo Cerullo 01986 798656
Bookings Robert King 01986 798975
Laxfield All Saints C of E Primary School

Head of School Mrs Minns 01986 798344
Doctors’ Surgery Fressingfield 0379 586227

Stradbroke 01379 384220

Cratfield News

Editor Sue Eade 01986 798725
suecratmag@aol.com

Treasurer Graham Nixey 07748 907099
Production Manager Peter Sparrow 01986 888505

peter-sparrow@outlook.com

All information must arrive at the latest by 20™ of the month
Advertising rates per annum: Full page £60, Half page £30, Quarter £20
Please contact Sue, Graham or Peter for more information.
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