CRATFIELD NEWS

May 026

i

2SN

Proceeds to Cratfield Villags Hall |
and donation to St Elizabeth Hospice. 3
; Kindly by permission of Mr Rick Haddingham -

PERPETUAL TROPHIES to... @ % @
Pedigree Best in Show, Reserve Best in Show, 3
Fun Classes Best in Show, Best Veteran,

Best Rescue and Best Puppy Y ;

tact Rebecca for scheduleor | . ‘ <
further details: 07879400113 -1 s




The Cratfield Summer Plant Sale
Sunday 7th June 2026. 12midday - 4pm

There will be a wide variety of remarkably good value, home-grown, garden-ready plants!
You will find a seed exchange, flower arranging, garden bric-a-brac as well as a good
selection of refreshments! Lots of seating to chat about horticulture with friends while you
enjoy your drinks and snacks. Come early before all the plants sell out.

Please note - this is a cash-only event!

If you wish to donate some plants please email marfleets@doctors.org.uk or text 07891
940479 SOON so we can plan accordingly. Thank you! All profits to the Village Hall.

For Sale
Old style table tennis table £10.00
Trampoline with netting10ft across £30.00
Swimming /paddling pool inflatable 10ft across, 2ft deep £20.00

Ring 01986 798339 if interested

Cratfield Occasional Cycling Club

As there are a few people with bicycles in the village, | thought it would be nice to get
together for some social summer cycling. The rough plan would be to go out for a couple of
hours on a Saturday morning when the weather looks decent. Draft club rules are:

The aim is to balance enjoyment of cycling, the Suffolk countryside and socialising.

We stick together and the pace will be determined by the slowest (we’ll get there when we
get there).

It is a conscious decision to cycle past an open café (two-thirds majority required if there
are bacon sandwiches involved).

No open questions at the bottom of hills.

As a proof of concept, | am suggesting a ride to The Good, The Bad and The Hungry at
Wingfield (approximately 5 miles) on 9 May (weather dependent). If anyone is interested,
please let me know (details below).

Charlie Wilson Potters Roost, Bell Green charlie@wilson.org 07880 654113
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| was most interested in the letter in this month’s Parish News from Tony Creasy
which revived many memories of my childhood in Cratfield, and of things that | heard
when young about events before my time.

To begin at the beginning, my paternal grandfather Michael Bryenton was a
horseman for Noah Creasy before and during WW1. At this time my father Ernest,
helped drive cattle to Haddiscoe Marshes for the summer grazing, a long walk!
Whether this was for Mr. Creasy or another farmer for whom he worked | don’t know.
| remember him telling us about breaking the journey at the Black Boy public house in
Beccles, presumably there was an enclosure for the cattle overnight and beds for
drovers.

The Bryenton family at this time lived in Vine Cottage, or part of it. This cannot have
provided too much room for a large family, my father being the second youngest of
ten children, although perhaps some of the older siblings had left home before he was
born. My Uncle Arthur eventually bought this property and owned it until his death in
1966. Although small, Vine Cottage would have been an improvement on my
grandparents earlier home, Tye Cottage, Manse Lane, where | understand they lived
in the early days of their marriage.

Returning to the Creasy family - My parents always said that Linstead Farm was so
called because at some time Noah Creasy had two farms and Rookery Farm became
known as his “Linstead” farm. Whether or not this is accurate, | don’t know.

My younger sister and brother and | were all born at what is now called The Old
Thatched Cottage in Manse Lane. In those days it was divided into two cottages and
my parents rented one of those from Tony Creasy’s father Anthony. | knew his sisters
both at school and Sunday School, it was good to hear of them again.

Thank you Tony Creasy for this thought provoking contribution to our Parish News,
and for reminding us of your family’s part in the tapestry which is Cratfield’s history.

Sheila Webster

There will be more from Sheila next month with her memories of Mrs Jolley!
And from Tony re his Creasey family history.

Answers: to April Quiz - Sorry there was not enough space for the answers last month
1. It is based on the lunar cycle and the spring equinox. It is the first Sunday after the full moon
following March 21%

2 It is named after Eostre, an Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring and fertility
3 Palm Sunday

4 500 million

5. White lily

6. 40 days

7. 34ft (ltaly 2011)

8 Bilby (to raise awareness for the endangered marsupial)

9. France & Germany

10. Easter bonfires

11. Diamond

12. Daisy & Sweet Pea

13. Japan

14. Aries (March 20—April 19), Taurus (April 20—-May 20) and Gemini (May 21-June 20)
15. Persephone

16. Holi

17. Athens

18. 1912

19. To open / uncover / reveal

20. 1961, with his orbital flight taking 108 minutes
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Cratfield
Cafe Morning

Thursday 21st May 2026
i "‘Village Hall, 10 am-12noon

Come and enjoy a chat
over tea, coffee and

%

homemade cake.

nsg'
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Lottie will Bring _along :
a selection of Cratfield beef for sale.
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With only a couple of months, preparations are now well under way for this year’s Fair. In case you
haven’t made a note of the date it is 27" & 28" June. The main ring highlight this year is the ever
popular Monster Trucks, and also new this year we have the Mini Monster Trucks for our younger
visitors to have a go!! A packed ring as usual with music, animals, birds and lots more!

Emails will be sent soon asking for volunteers for that weekend, and the village reps will soon be in
contact for cakes for the weekend. Any newcomers to the village, who would like to get involved.
please either contact myself or your village rep. We would love to have you on board! To confirm
the Volunteers meeting, with the ever popular return of Drifters Fish & Chips, this year will be on
Tuesday 23" June at 6.30pm. Just to remind all those that help, have free entry to the fair and all we
need 1s a couple of hours of your time, then you are able to enjoy the rest of the day at your leisure.
I look forward to seeing many of you again, and thank you for continued support. Our villages
receive significant financial help from the Heveningham Country Fair Trust, and a lot of this is
down to your support each year!!

Village Reps

Cookley Catriona Chase 07799 663841
Cratfield Tim Ackerley 07467 943828
Heveningham/Ubbeston Simon Birkbeck 07968 997372
Huntingfield Julie Collett 07766 654599
Laxfield Sally Clarke 07884 260895
Walpole Anita Hill 07717 503511
Badingham Tish King 01728 638259

Julie Collett
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MICHAEL OLIVER

FENCING AND GATES

ALL ASPECTS SUPPLIED ERECTED REPAIRED
ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED
Arches pergolas trellis paving paths footbridges raised beds log stores

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED
Including drainage and all types of edging

MINI DIGGER TO: CLEAN SMALL DITCHES TRENCHES DRAINAGE
HOLES AUGERED ~ CONCRETE BREAKING  AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE

HOME: 01986 798129 MOBILE: 07946 714291
EMAIL:michael7000liver@btinternet.com

Linstead Farm & Garden

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc

STIHL VIKING MOUNTFIELD COUNTAX STIGA

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986
785272 or email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com




o Cratfield Parish
Council

Please help keep your village clean &
tidy
Cratfield Parish Council has litter
picking equipment which can be
LITTER PICK borrowed anytime.
Your help & support would be greatly

appreciated!
If you would like to litter pick please contact:
Cllr Dan Elford Tel: 07870 462189 - Village collection
Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187350 - Silverleys Green collection

SHAUN CHAMBERS Ve

TRADITIONAL WINDOW CLEANER
EST. 2001
CALL
07947 860628
FOR A QUOTE

J. FELTON=

CHIMNEY SWEEP

CLEAN & FRIENDLY SERVICE FULLY INSURED
SMOKE TESTS INSURANCE CERTIFICATES
CCTV INSPECTIONS COMPETITIVE RATES

PLEASE CALL 01986 799175 @

REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS




Torpedo, torpedo, torpedo.........!
(The 70™ naval anecdote!)

| have mentioned previously that | served as a Midshipman in HMS
Cavalier in Singapore in 1962-3 — a world and navy far removed from
today’s. She was the last of the WW2 destroyers still in service and
eventually paid off in 1972, having proven in a much-publicised race with
HMS Rapid that she was the fastest ship in the Fleet — she won by just 27
yards over a 64-mile course! Today she floats proudly in a dock in
Chatham Historic Dockyard on the site of the slipway where Nelson’s HMS
Victory was built, slightly modernised from the way she looked when |
served in her, but a prime attraction, dominating the dockyard and
providing us former Cavaliers with many happy memories during our
annual reunions and offering exciting working weekend experiences for
school parties.

Like many WW2 destroyers she was originally fitted with torpedo tubes for
attacking surface ships and she still had them fitted in those Singapore
days. She originally had eight tubes but four were removed during
modernisation in 1955-7. They deployed the old petrol engine driven
“straight running”® Mark 8 torpedoes, two of which sank the Argentinian
cruiser Belgrano during the Falklands War Of 1982, 55 years after that
torpedo first entered service!

Cavalier herself had never fired any of her torpedoes in anger but every
now and then we exercised a live torpedo firing with a dummy warhead.
We were on our way back from a trip to Perth in Australia where the 1962
Commonwealth Games were held when our Captain decided that we
should practice a torpedo attack on an (imaginary) surface warship
somewhere in the Indian Ocean.

It was certainly an exciting event. We set off at high speed against this
imaginary target (a moving “blob” on our rather old-fashioned action plot)
laying, deliberately for once®, a smoke screen as we approached and
manoeuvred behind it. When we reached our firing point, the torpedo was
launched. As always, it did a sort of “belly flop” into the water, then its
engine revved up and it set off at high speed towards its imaginary target
leaving a very clear wake behind it. When it reached the spot where its
“target” was, it upended and floated, head sticking out of the water, like a
dolphin coming up for air. This was the signal for a lot of celebration by the
torpedo team and was judged a great success.



However, we now had to recover the torpedo to return it to the armament
depot in Singapore for servicing, re-fueling and eventual re-issue to the ship.
This of course required us to maneuver close up to the torpedo so that it
could be grappled, have a line attached to lift it out of the water and be
restowed in its tube until our return to Singapore. Despite the calm, windless
weather there was, as always on the high seas, a noticeable swell running
and the ship was bobbing up and down as our grappler tried to fit his slip-
hook on to the nose ring of the torpedo. Unfortunately, during this evolution
the ship rose in the swell and came down on top of the torpedo and it struck
our port propeller hard.

During the rest of the voyage back to Singapore, it became clear that the
propeller was damaged and was making a noise which would be manna from
heaven for any lurking hostile submarine, who would be able to track
Cavalier on their own attack sonar. Obviously, the propeller had to be
replaced swiftly. So it was that, after an important short notice operational
task at the outbreak of the 1962-5 attritional war in Borneo against
Indonesian expansion into the then British North Borneo and the state of
Brunei (known to military history as “Confrontation”), we came to spend
Christmas in a commercial dock in the Singapore city center, instead of in
the Naval Base, which certainly had unexpected, and even unusual,
compensations which decency prevents me from describing in detail! A year
or so later her tubes, the last in the surface fleet, were permanently removed

When Cavalier retired from service in 1972 and became a monument in
Chatham to the 142 destroyers lost to enemy action during WW2, she retired
with a unique if unenviable record — the only ship whose sole successful
torpedo attack was against herselfl Was it just a coincidence that our
captain was a naval bomber pilot?

Jeremy Blackham

1. This was the alarm cry given by a sonar operator who heard a torpedo on his sonar set and
which set in train a string of immediate responses and actions on board the ship detecting it.

2. “Straight running” means there was no guidance and the torpedo was aimed with a deflection
for the target’'s movement and ran straight after its launch. Interestingly, the Captain of HMS
Conqueror

3. Accidental smoking was far from unknown in the steamship days.

Mobile library Dates
Silverleys Green 14.00-14.20 The Poacher 14.30-14.45
May 12", June 9", July 7", Aug 4™, Sept 1%, 29",
Oct 27", Nov 24", Dec 22"

9




THE WOODPECKERS
FIREWOOD LTD ¢, s

Seasoned Hardwood & Kindling
Free Local Delivery

Rob: 07599025097
thewoodpeckersfirewood@gmail.com
@ The Woodpeckers Firewood ey S

w i

Suffolk Ear Care

Ear Wax Removal Specialist

Micro-suction and Water Irrigation
Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk, IP13 S8HD
With over 30 years nursing experience Lisa started Suffolk Ear Care in
2018. Offering mobile and clinic appointments at short notice. Setin 10
acres of countryside Lisa and Naomi offer an expert and tranquil local ap-
pointment. Adults and children welcome. Parking on site. Fully trained
and insured. Amazing reviews.
077 3888 5858
Lisa@suffolkearcare.co.uk
www.suffolkearcare.co.uk
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CHARLES GLENNON

AERIAL & SATELLITE
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

AUDIO « VISUAL - CCTV - WIFI

01728 603376
07786 363 832

Grayston Arboriculture

Tree Felling . Contract Climbing

Dismantling . Consteriel
+ Crown Lifting . Highway

+ Crown Reducing . Domestic

Clearance . Woodland

GRAYSTONARBORICULTURE ~ * | @dge Cutting + 24/7 Emergency Callout
! Chmbing & 4 .S » Brushcutting

All Staff Are NPTC City And Guilds Trained and Qualfied working inine with the Highest British Standards
BS3896 (2010) British Standard for Tree Work

High Compliance Company, with the highest Health and safety standards and Public Liablity Covering
£5 Million

Get In Touch For Your Free Quotation Today!
Thomas Grayston 07746525461 graystonarb@outlook.com




VILLAGE HALL UPDATE - MAY 2026

CRATFIELD POP UP PUB - Friday 1% May

It's the beginning of the month so it’s time for the Cratfield Pop Up
Pub, 6pm-10pm at the village hall. Catch up with neighbours and
friends over a pint of local beer from the barrel — or try the choice of
wines, cider, lager, soft drinks, G&T etc on offer. The bar accepts
card & cash payment.

Food is available at the pop-up this month, courtesy of Cratfield
Kitchen and Judith’s trusty helpers. Cash only for food. The kitchen
takes orders from 6.30pm so arrive in good time to avoid
disappointment.

INDOOR BOWLS AT THE VILLAGE HALL

Just turn up at the door and join the friendly regulars at the village
hall, 7pm, every other Tuesday (actual dates below). No prior
experience needed. Suggested small donation for use of the hall.

Dates for 2026 are:

May 19" /// June 2", 16" and 30" /// July 21" ///August 4™ and
18"™ /// September 1*,15™ and 29" /// October 13" and 27" ///
November 17" and /// December 8".

Village Hall Events - 2026 Dates for the Diary:

CRATFIELD DOG SHOW 2026 — Sunday 3 May at 10am

The Cratfield Dog Show is this Sunday, 3™ May, by kind
permission of Mr Rick Haddingham, with pedigree and fun
classes to please every dog lover — and every hopeful canine
champion.

Pedigree judging begins at 10am with Judge Kurtis Bircham and fun
classes begin at 12 noon with judging by Judge Joan Swan. There
will be recycled rosettes and trophies for winners in all classes, and
our thanks are extended to Rebecca and Robert Sannick for
organising this ever-popular event, as well as to all our wonderful
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sponsors and the volunteers who make the event possible!

There will be a BBQ, bar, home-made cakes, refreshments, ice-
cream and a raffle — there is something for everyone, with or without
a dog - and this promises to be another wonderful village event.

The Dog Show is an important fixture of the Cratfield calendar and
raises vital funds for the running and upkeep of the Village Hall, so
please come along, and enjoy the best of Suffolk village life. Woof!

CRATFIELD SUMMER PLANT SALE — Sunday 7th June, 12 noon
—4pm

Another important date for your diary!

At the Cratfield Summer Plant Sale there will be a wide variety of
remarkably good value, home-grown, garden-ready plants available
to buy!

In addition, you will find a seed exchange, flower arranging, garden
bric-a-brac - as well as a good selection of refreshments! Lots of
seating will be available so you can chat about all things horticultural
while you enjoy your drinks and snhacks.

Arrive early before all the plants sell out! And please note this is a
cash-only event!

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB — MAY WINNERS

This month’s 100 Club winners are: first prize (£15) number 67 —
Chris Betts; second prize (£10) number 3 — Bronwen Warner; and 3™
prize (£5) number 45 — Linzi Elford. Draw by Nigel Britton. Many
congratulations to the winners!

VILLAGE HALL FOR HIRE!

Don't forget our hall is available for hire for a very reasonable
price! For any future booking enquiries please contact us

on cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com
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D. M. BULLOCK
GENERAL BUILDER
All building work undertaken

Extensions
New Build Renovations
Patios Brickwork
Plastering
Carpentry
Ceramic Tiling
Mobile: 07766 063601

R. Gritton

Professional
Decorators

High Quality, reliable

service for all your

interior and exterior
requirements

Telephone: 01379
586768

Mobile: 07766 982600

Quality Home Produced Beef
A large selection of fresh & frozen beef
readily available
Come and visit the Cratfield beef stand
at Halesworth produce market every
second Saturday of each month
A full price list is available on request.
Further details from Lotty 01986
798099

orders@cratfieldbeef.co.uk

[//y HILLCREST

All mechanical work guaranteed for 12

=VEHICLE SOLUTIONS

MOT

Servicing

Repairs

Diagnostics

All makes welcome

Land Rover Specialists

months or 12,000 miles



mailto:info@hillcrestvs.co.uk

School Corner - May Quiz

Where did the name “Mayday” (the emergency signal) originate?

May has always been the fifth month of the calendar. True or false?

Victory in Europe Day, generally known as V-E Day, was celebrated on which day in

May, 19457

4. May 1st (“May Day”) is also celebrated in many countries to recognise the historic
struggles and gains made by workers and the Labour movement. What is the name
of this celebration?

5. Mae West was an iconic American actress, playwright, and screenwriter. What is
usually accepted as her most famous line?

6. What was the name of the English sailing ship which was notable for transporting a
group of English families, known today as the Pilgrims, from England to the “New
World” (USA) in 16207?

7. Who wrote the sonnet in which this line occurs: “Rough winds do shake the darling
buds of May™?

8. What is the name of the family in The Darling Buds of May, a British comedy drama
TV series produced in the 1990’s?

9. Peter May is recognised as being one of England’s finest cricketers. Which county
side did he play for?

10. The English football season usually culminates with the FA Cup Final in May. Which

team won the first FA Cup final in 1872?

W=

11. Which famous US horse race always occurs on the first Saturday of May each year?

12. In May 1994 which 3 times World Formula 1 motor racing champion was killed in the
San Marino Grand Prix?

13. What is the only 6 letter word in the English language that ends in the letters “ may”?

14. Which famous San Francisco bridge opened in May 19377?

15. Name one of the two signs of the horoscope associated with May?

16. Which sweetly scented, highly poisonous woodland flowering plant is the birth flower
of May?

17. The “Palme d’Or” (“Golden Palm”) is the highest prize given out at which annual film

festival awards held annually in May?

18. Who originally sang “Maybe Baby”?

19. Margaret Thatcher made history when she became the first female Prime minister of
the UK on 4™ May 1979. Before winning her first parliamentary seat, which of these
jobs did she have? Scientist, Teacher or Archaeologist?

20. In the nursery rhyme “Nuts in May”, on what sort of morning are the nuts gathered?

21. Bonus question: How long is the lifespan for the adult female Mayfly, Dolania
americana? 5 minutes, 5 hours, or 5 days?

0-5 points: detention 6-10 points: must try harder 11-15 points: good
effort 16-20 points: top of the class!

Answers on page 22
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Laxfield Pre-School

CHARITY NO; 1165817

Framlingham Road, Laxfield, IP13 8HD

OPEN ALL YEART

ROUND
8AM-5PM

6 monthsS - 5 years old

01986 798091

manager®@laxfieldpreschool.org
www.laxfieldpreschool.org

D.C. PATRICK

26 Market Place, Halesworth
YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS
A WEEK

TELEPHONE 01986 875229
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BOOTY BUILDERS
LAXFIELD

*kkkk

For all types of
building work

*kkkk

Contact Terry
01986 798753
Or 07889 116448

tul's, fiske supplies
Mobile fishmonger
Door fo Door sales
07881 686282
Email : pmg@grifffleet7 177 plus.com




Exploring the Scottish Islands — with a collapsible bike!

Orkne

North ch!ldsw

Papay
Sanda
Westray
Eday
Rousay
Slr nsay

snapmqay

Mainland

Flmn Burray

South Ronaldsay

: Hoy (Pop. 392) and Flotta (Pop. 80

The island of Hoy lies slightly S.W. to Mainland
and at its bottom tip, it has the small island of
‘South Walls’ attached to it by a tiny, thread-like
causeway. Hoy is unique in being entirely
composed of Old Red Sandstone (a red or
orange hard sandstone) and is perhaps best
known for the Old Man of Hoy, a spectacular
rock stack which lies off the N.W. coast. From
some viewpoints, the Old Man looks distinctly
unsafe — slimmer at its base than the towering
mass above it — and it is indeed predicted to
collapse into the sea at some point. This has not
deterred climbers though, and | can remember,
as an 8 year old, the black and white TV footage

of the first team to scale it, which included Chris Bonnington, in 1966. In 2014,
Bonnington returned to climb it again, at the age of 80!

(i 1Y
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AT

walk home again afterwards

Another visitor attraction is the Dwarfie Stane,
which is a huge block of sandstone converted into
a tomb, containing a passage and two chambers.
When the Orkney visitor is overdosed with burial
chambers (as one is), the temptation is to say,
“So what?” Well... the sandstone block has been
hollowed out, making it the only example in
Northern Europe similar to the rock-cut chamber
tombs of the Mediterranean region.

Most of the settlements are on the coast and are
thinly spread out around the island: it is sad,
though, to learn of fishing communities, reputedly
fine country dancers who would walk long
distances over the hills to attend dances, and then

now all disappeared. The isolation suits some

though, including the renowned composer Peter Maxwell Davies: he lives in a
converted croft in the hills above the village of Rackwick — far from any

distractions.

Melsetter House is regarded as one of Orkney’s finest historic buildings: it was
once a laird’s house, but was then bought in the late 1800’s by a wealthy
Englishman who filled it with beautiful furniture and décor by William Morris.

Although a private house — owned, at the time of my visit, by the island’s district
nurse — she kindly gave me free reign of her house, whilst she went out on a few
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calls. Everything that | could see — carpets, curtains, fabrics — was all original William
Morris and although a bit ‘tired’, it was a feast for the eyes. The nurse shyly declined
to appear in my video footage, though our cars later passed each other on the island
and | mouthed a very grateful “Thank you” as we waved at each other and | passed
on by for fresh adventures.

The Longhope Lifeboat Station is on the island too, and it's famed for daring
rescues, the most tragic being when an entire lifeboat crew was lost as it went to the
assistance of a Liberian cargo ship in 1969. A force nine gale had raged for 3 days
and the sea was treacherous. Eight men died, including the coxwain and his two sons
and the second coxwain and both his sons: the Scottish islands are never far from
tragedy.

Flotta (Pop. 80) is a small island off Hoy, almost adrift in Scapa Flow. The island has
had a history of declining farming populations,
interrupted abruptly by three ‘modern’ upheavals.
At the start of the First World War, the Royal
Navy arrived — and a photograph exists, in the
Imperial War Museum, of a boxing match taking

- place on the island in front of 10,000 spectators!
~ In the Second World War, the island returned to
military use, again disturbing the quiet
community. Despite all this ‘progress’, it took until
- 1970 for fresh water to be piped to the island
from Hoy. The third, and most lasting, upheaval

1 occurred in 1974, when Occidental Petroleum
started construction of the island's oil terminal.
This was, for a time, the largest major oil terminal
serving the UK North Sea, until Sullom Voe oil
terminal in Shetland opened in 1978.

2| The Old Man of Hoy

| didn’t set foot on Flotta: | didn’t know you could! | didn’t even know there was a
private community there until more recent research. Like many oil terminals, the place
was heavily industrialised and had a forbidden air about it. Oil terminals seem to
bristle with security and, best viewed at dusk when the lights come on, have a ‘Keep
well away’ feel about them. Adding to this perception, I'm convinced that every oil
terminal houses a James Bond villain as well!

Next month: Shapinsay Andrew Weight
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Cratfield Parish Council

All meetings are held in The Village Hall, Manse Lane, Cratfield, IP19 0DJ
Meeting Dates 2026
Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30 pm — Annual Parish Meeting
& Annual Parish Council Meeting

. Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 10th November 2026 at 7.30 pm

Agendas (3 days before the meeting) are on the noticeboards & website:
www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net
Planning meetings are arranged as and when required.
~ Members of the Public are Welcome to Attend all Meetings ~
For further details contact the Clerk:
Email: clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk or Tel: 07774 734411

I‘ank Does your Oil Tank need replacing?
‘ h We are your local oiltank installer established since
ange 1989 with over 16,000 installationsto date

Limited

. New oil tank installations, relocationsand servicing

. Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks

. Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in stock
» OFTEC registered

. Kingspan Titan Accredited

. Fullyinsured

. Parish magazine discount

. Free surveys

Tel. 01449781210
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk
www.tankchange.co.uk

O o
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PAINTING AND
DECORATING

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE
SERVICE

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PAUL GODDARD
Tel: 01986 784594

paul@pablo101.plus.com

Neat Feet
Angela J Moore

Dip FH MCFHP MAFHP

Mobile Foot Healthcare
Professional

Tel 01502 565302/07900 506611
angelajane.moore@yahoo.com

MAN & MACHINE

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE — REASONABLE RATES.

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE
SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH.

FOR SALE SAWN TIMBER OF DIFFERENT SIZES & TELEGRAPH.

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN. TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED.

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION: 07966 725001
LOWER HALL FARM, MARY'S LANE, LINSTEAD MAGNA, IP19 0QN
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5 TIPI SUPPERS BEGIN SATURDAY 23® MAY 2026
BRUNCH CAFE BEGINS SUNDAY 24™ MAY 2026

Supper: two courses £29, three courses £35

DA 'I' Es fUR THE DIARY Reserve your table at fireandfeastsuffolk.co.uk/reservations

Brunch: reservation not required unless B + guests

June:
5" Woodfire Cooking - The Basics Faollow us on Instagram @fireandfeastsuffolk
6" Woodfire Cooking - Ember Edition www. fireandfeastsuffolk.co.uk
judith@fireandfeastsuffolk.co.uk
Phone/text 0777 5706002

WE OFFER VOUCHERS FOR ALL OF OUR WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS AS WELL AS SUMMER DINING & CAFE!

FRESSINGFIELD STORES

YOUR FRESH AND LOCAL VILLAGE STORE

N EW * 3 Weekly Special Offers

‘INDEPENDENT’ % Off-Licence,
RANGE OF Dry Cleaning,
OWN BRAND Gas & Codal

SPECIAL % Open 7 Days a Week
ANl VALUE  untiigpm
PEND

GOODS (Sunday épm)
W 01379 588188
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Letter from the Vicar
Dear Friends,

| hope that you had a joyous Eastertide and a chance to celebrate with our
risen Lord. All of our churches enjoyed good attendance, and it was good
to hear about how some were reaching out to their communities in offering
refreshments before and after the service. It was wonderful to celebrate the
light returning on Easter Morning at St Peter’s in Monk Soham where we
were witness to the going down of the moon in the west and the rising of
the sun in the east! At another of our churches, we had the joy on Easter
morning of witnessing and sharing in a baptism!

Hope is a word that | keep returning to at present. Hope for peace in the
world, for peace amongst families, friends and neighbours and hope that
our communities may continue to grow in the love of our Father. | hope that
the churches in our benefice will work together and share their skills so that
the evidence we saw of small green shoots appearing in 2025 might
continue to flourish. And we must remember that our churches are spiritual
communities focused on people, grace, and ministry. | pray that the God of
hope will guide us in the year ahead as each parish reveals its plans for
development.

Prayers and blessings, Reverend Chrissie Smart
07803 134301 — rev.chrissiemsmart@gmail.com

Answers to May Quiz

1. From French “m'aider” ("help me")

2. False. May was once the third month. When Julius Caesar moved January and February
from the end of the year to the beginning, May then became the fifth month

3. 8"May

4. International Workers' Day / Labour Day. (In the USA & Canada a similar observance,

known as Labor Day, occurs on the first Monday of September)

5. "Come up and see me sometime" (sometimes quoted as "...some time"), delivered in the
film She Done Him Wrong. (Other iconic one-liners include "When I'm good, I'm very good
But when I'm bad, I'm better" and "I used to be Snow White, but | drifted")

6. Mayflower 7. William Shakespeare (in “Sonnet 18”) 8. The Larkin family 9. Surrey

10. Wanderers (who beat Royal Engineers 1-0) 11. The Kentucky Derby 12. Ayrton Senna

13. Dismay 14. The Golden Gate Bridge 15. Taurus & Gemini 16 Lily of the valley

17.Cannes Film Festival 18. Buddy Holly and the Crickets (in 1957, written by Buddy Holly)

19. Scientist. (Before winning the parliamentary seat of Finchley in 1959, Margaret Thatcher
worked first as a research chemist for four years, then trained as a barrister)

20. On a cold and frosty morning 21. 5 minutes
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May Services Cratfield

Sunday May 3rd Sunday May 10th Sunday May 24th
Acts 7:55-end Acts 2:1-21
John 14:1-14 John 19:20-23
9.30am 11.00am 9.30am
Village Worship Rogation Benefice Ser- Holy Communion
vice

BENEFICE SERVICES

May 3rd 10th 17th 24th 31st
Bedfield 10.30am 10.30am
Morning Benefice
Praise Holy Com-
munion
Brundish 11.00am
Holy Com-
munion
Laxfield 10.30am 9.30am 6.00pm
Celtic Morn- Chatty Hartismere
ing Prayer Church House
Monk Soham | 11.00am 11.00am
Family Ser- BCP Morn-
vice ing Prayer
Tannington 11.00am
Holy Comm
Wilby 10.30am 10.30am
Holy Com- Village Wor-
munion ship
Worlingworth | 11.00am 11.00am
CW Morning Pentecost
Prayer Holy Com-
munion

Thursday May 14" Ascension Day
Deanery Ascension Holy Communion 7.00pm Monk Soham
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DIRECTORY:

Local Officers:

Church:

Priest in Charge of the Four Rivers Benefice

Rev'd Chrissie Smart rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com 01986 743339
07803 134301

Assistant Curate Rev. Clive Mobbs 07340 838639

Parish Council:
Chairperson Lotty Barbour 01986 798099
Parish Clerk Sally Chapman
clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk

07774 734411
Parish Council Website www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

Village Hall:

Chairperson TBC
Vice Chair Jo Cerullo

01986 798656

Bookings Robert King 01986 798975
Laxfield All Saints C of E Primary School

Head of School Mrs Minns 01986 798344
Doctors’ Surgery Fressingfield 0379 586227

Stradbroke 01379 384220

Cratfield News

Editor Sue Eade 01986 798725
suecratmag@aol.com

Treasurer Graham Nixey 07748 907099
Production Manager Peter Sparrow 01986 888505

peter-sparrow@outlook.com

All information must arrive at the latest by 20" of the month
Advertising rates per annum: Full page £60, Half page £30, Quarter £20
Please contact Sue, Graham or Peter for more information.
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