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SUNDAY JUNE 8TH; 2PM - 5PM AT CHURCH FARMHOUSE, 
Heveningham Rd, Cratfield 

 

 

 

 Just a reminder that I will be holding a plant sale plus refreshments and a 
chance to stroll round the garden and remember Caroline. I have been 
baking cakes, so I am clearly taking this seriously! (Any cake and plant 
donations most welcome)                                                                      

Please bring plenty of cash to splash; all proceeds will go to St Mary’s 
Church. 

   Looking forward to seeing you on the 8th!   Paul 

 

 

WHIPPLE TREE COTTAGE 

 
 

 
 
 
After 18 years of the successful running of her holiday cottage business at 
Whipple Tree and following the recent tragic fire Chrissie has decided to 
cease trading.  She would like to thank everyone in the village who has 
supported her business over the years by introducing friends and family to 
the cottage 
 

Nick and I can vouch for the fact that several friends and family of ours have had great times at 
Whipple Tree, a unique and cosy cottage.   

Sue (Ed.) 

 
 

STRAWBERRY FORECAST NOT LOOKING GOOD! 
 

Hi There everyone and particularly those of you who have enjoyed buying 
strawberries from the gate at the Long House.  What with the very dry spring 
weather, hungry rabbits and pesky deer the strawberry crop has been 
decimated.  I doubt I will have m(any) strawberries this year.  Certainly not 
my usual regular supply.  I live in hope but apologise in advance for any 
disappointment.  Clive 



3 

MOLLIE 
 

 I would like to thank everyone who gave me 
cards, flowers and kind words when my dear 
friend and companion Mollie the Collie 
passed away.  She was a huge part of my life 
and I miss her immensely. 
She has left an empty space in my home 
which I have found hard to cope with, so I 
now have a cat called Teddy, he is seven 
years old and he came from a cat rescue 
home. 
He is quite a handsome puss, big, grey and fluffy. 
I think Mollie may have had something to do with Teddy being here with 
me as Mollie passed away on April 24

th
 and Teddy also left his family home 

on the 24
th
.  I guess something spiritual was going on that day. 

Pam 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU 

 
Very many thanks to Keira and Ivor who have very 
kindly volunteered to take over the delivery round 
which will ensure that everyone in the village will 
continue to receive the Cratfield News. 

 
 

 
 

MORE THANKS 
 

Thank you to all those who donated a raffle prize for the 
Cratfield Dog Show.  Rebecca secured some fabulous 
prizes from a variety of suppliers and along with these 
the generosity of Cratfield residents and some local busi-
nesses we had 17 wonderful raffle prizes contributing to 
the success of the day. 
Caroline Hay Davison 
 
I was lucky enough to win one of the prizes themed as ‘Time for Tea’ which 
Caroline had made up into a presentation box and both Tess and I were 
delighted with it! 
Sue (Ed.) 
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Melvyn Tan, Guy Johnston, Ben Goldscheider & Sacconi Quartet                     

at Concerts at Cratfield 2025 

Concerts at Cratfield is bringing another unforgettable summer of chamber music to 

St Mary’s Church, bringing some of Europe’s finest musicians to our corner of East 

Suffolk.  All our concerts begin at 3pm, and you can check out the season and 

make sure of tickets through our website www.concertsatcratfield.org 

We begin on Sunday July 6th with the brilliant horn player Ben Goldscheider, 

violinist Ofer Falk and pianist Reiko Fujisawa playing Mozart and Brahms, followed 

by the internationally renowned Barbican Quartet on July 20th for a programme 

including Haydn and Mendelssohn.                                                                                       

Our concert on August 3rd brings together two of Britain’s most acclaimed classical 

musicians – cellist Guy Johnston and pianist Melvyn Tan - while two rising stars 

join us for our ROSL Gold Medal Winners’ concert on August 17th  - classical 

accordionist Ryan Corbett and classical guitarist Jack Hancher.                  

Japanese violinist Coco Tomita and pianist Simon Callaghan who join us on August 

31st are a growing presence in international concert halls, and bring a dazzling 

range of music to Cratfield including Beethoven’s “Kreutzer” Violin Sonata. The 

season will close on September 14th with a piano quintet featuring the much loved 

Sacconi Quartet accompanied by the outstanding pianist Anna Tilbrook.   

We are immensely grateful for the generous support of the church and the village, 

and especially for the magnificent tea team whose hard work is a highlight of a visit 

to Cratfield for our concertgoers and who raise important sums for the upkeep of 

this magnificent building. We are also grateful to David & Claire Sillett for the 

generous use of their field for parking, Sue Eade for helping us to publicise the 

season and to our brilliant concert manager Lottie Ackerley.                                 

Most of our concerts in 2024 sold out and this year looks equally encouraging. 

Once again we’d like to offer any remaining £17 seats to Cratfield residents for just 

£10 where we have space – just make your self known at the box office table and 

we will do our best to fit you in.                                                                             

We’re looking forward to seeing you in July                                                    
Jonathan Birt, Chairman, Concerts at Cratfield. 
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 CLASSIC CARS, MOTORBIKES, & 

BREAKFAST. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 14th September 2025 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 

MANSE LANE – CRATFIELD. 

 

SPACES LIMITED – PLEASE BOOK EARLY, VIA : 

cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com 

Come along and view the classic cars and motorbikes 

and enjoy a delicious bacon or sausage bap. 

Tea, coffee and soft drinks are also available. 
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Linstead Farm & Garden 
For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 

 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 
785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Cratfield Parish 
Council 

Please help keep your village clean & 
tidy 

Cratfield Parish Council has litter 
picking equipment which can be 

borrowed anytime. 
Your help & support would be greatly 

appreciated! 
If you would like to litter pick please contact: 
Cllr Dan Elford Tel: 01986 798649 - Village collection 

Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187350 - Silverleys Green collection 
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 A Grecian Interlude 

After Trieste, we were firmly established in our Adriatic role and spent our 

time showing a naval presence
1
, watching carefully and making operational 

plans for the various tasks we might have been called on to perform.  

Showing a presence was a bit tricky because we were restricted by our 

political Rules of Engagement from going into Croatian or Montenegran 

waters.  Since Croatia owned a rocky island with a lighthouse in the middle 

of the Adriatic and many islands off her coast, this not only prevented us 

from being seen much
2
 but also prevented us from doing any 

reconnaissance within 50 miles of Split, our most likely operational area – a 

serious disadvantage, but still had to make appropriate plans. 

Then, slightly surprisingly, we were given a five-day stand-off in Athens. I 

had been there before a couple of times and, because my academic 

background is chiefly in the ancient world (I studied exclusively Latin, 

Greek and ancient history in my last two years at school), I always enjoyed 

berthing in the small harbour of Piraeus where the Athenian fleet was built 

and based and whence the Athenian fleet departed on their fatal expedition 

against Syracuse in 415 BC – the subject of my Masters degree thesis, so 

it was a thrill to see the actual site of those events.  For them, with their 

triremes only about 40 metres long it was a comfortable harbour to 

manoeuvre in, but for an aircraft carrier turning in the small basin and 

berthing stern first was a much more interesting problem, though not as 

alarming as that windy day in Nasau
3
. I was greeted there by the UK naval 

attache in Athens, an old friend who had marched up the hill to the college 

at Dartmouth with me on our first day in the Navy in September 1961, who 

greeted me with the news that Candy was flying out that night and that she 

and I would be staying with him and his wife whilst in Athens – since his 

wife was Australian and Candy South African we had always all got on 

quite well.    

It was an visit, with a chance to meet out NATO allies in the Hellenic Navy 

and visit some of the great monuments of ancient Greece and elsewhere, 

which had fascinated me ever since I started to learn ancient Greek when I 

was 11.  I had had little chance before to see these places before; you may 

remember that on my previous visit to Athens in 1984 in HMS Nottingham, 

I had been invalided home for a very lengthy treatment. I now had a 

chance to compare my very clear schooldays picture of all these places 

with the real thing which didn’t always turn out to be the same. 

We left Athens to return to the Adriatic after five days, with a quick return to 
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reality.  The harbour entrance/exit at Piraeus is very narrow for modern ships 

and we were, once again, confronted with a strong wind from the starboard 

beam which pushed us sideways at quite a rate.  Once again, I had to shut 

my eyes to the harbour speed limit and leave harbour at some speed to 

avoid an unscheduled meeting with the harbour wall; this was becoming a bit 

of a habit! 

As we rounded the bottom of Greek Peloponnese to head north into the 

Adriatic we encountered, quite by chance, an Italian submarine en route to 

its own home port of Taranto.  This was too good a chance to miss.  Our Sea 

King anti-submarine helicopters had had no chance to exercise their 

submarine tracking and attack skills since we left Portsmouth.  A few signals 

exchanged with the submarine and with our friend Admiral Mariani in Rome, 

and we had agreed that the submarine would dive and we would spend four 

or five hours as we steamed rapidly towards the Adriatic with our Sea Kings 

attempting to find, track and “attack” the submerged submarine whilst the 

submarine performed various evasive manoeuvres.  Perhaps a shade basic 

and artificial, but still useful and much needed refresher training for both 

parties and a good example of NATO ad hoc cooperation.   

Then it was back on patrol in the Adriatic, refreshed by the break, but in 

many ways pleased to be back in very familiar surroundings, and able to pick 

up our mail from Bari airport. Of course, all work and no play makes Jack a 

dull boy!  

1.In a word, deferrence 
2. Each island was entitled to territorial waters which precented Ark Royal getting near the 
mainland until military operations were ordered.  I was, however, able to use the frigates I had to 
patrol off the coast of Montenegro, at that time an ally of Serbia so I believe our presence was 
indeed noticed and we also gained some useful intelligence 
3. See “A Damned Close Run Thing in Nasau” Cratmag November 2024 
Jeremy Blackham 

 

 
 

Mobile Library Dates 2025 
Silverleys Green 14.00-14.20         The Poacher 14.30-14.45 
Jun 10

th
, July 8

th
,  August 8

th
, September 2

nd
, 30

th
. October 28

th
, 

November 26
th
, December 23

rd  
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Micro-suction and Water Irrigation 
Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk, IP13 8HD 

With over 30 years nursing experience Lisa started Suffolk Ear Care in 
2018.  Offering mobile and clinic appointments at short notice.  Set in 10 
acres of countryside Lisa and Naomi offer an expert and tranquil local ap-
pointment.  Adults and children welcome.  Parking on site.  Fully trained 

and insured.  Amazing reviews. 
077 3888 5858 

Lisa@suffolkearcare.co.uk 
www.suffolkearcare.co.uk 

Cratfield Allotment  
to Rent 
 
CPC has a large allotment 
available 
from 1

st
 October for 

Cratfield residents 
 
For further details contact the Parish Clerk: 
Tel: 07774 734411 

or Email: clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk 

mailto:Lisa@suffolkearcare.co.uk
mailto:clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE – JUNE 

POP UP PUB – FRIDAY 6th June 6pm-10pm 

Come along for something to drink (& eat!) on the first Friday of every 

month.  The pop-up pub is a great way to catch up with neighbours and 

friends - and meet new people from around Cratfield. 

Food available: 

June and July - Pizza Van // August - Village BBQ // September - 
Oli’s Mexican Night  

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB – JUNE WINNERS 

This month’s winners are: first prize (£15) number  70 – Richard 

Turbeville; second prize (£10) number 49 – Robert Sannick; and 3rd 

prize (£5) number 94 – Dennis Rockall.  Draw by J Carlebach.  Many 

congratulations to the winners! 

INDOOR BOWLS AT THE VILLAGE HALL – ALTERNATE 

TUESDAYS 

Dates for 2025: June 3rd and 17th//July 1st, 15th and 29th//August 19th//

September 2nd, 16th and 30th//October 14th and 28th//November 25th//

December 9th.  Come along and have a go – no experience needed, 

just have fun!  Tea and coffee available.  Suggested £2 donation for 

use of the hall.  All enquiries to Nigel 07445351861 or Elliott 

07963676207 - or just turn up! 

CRATFIELD DOG SHOW – Sunday 4th May 

A big thank you to everyone who made the 2025 Cratfield Dog Show 

such a success, particularly Rebecca and Robert Sannick, without 

whom the event could not have taken place.  A mention also to the 

tireless volunteers manning the reception, microphone, raffle and 

refreshments – not to mention all the fabulous pooches who took part!   

The Village Hall Committee would especially like to thank all the kind 

Cratfield residents who donated raffle prizes and cakes – THANK YOU!  

What a great village! 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES!!! 

 

CLASSIC CAR EVENT – Sunday 14th September 

CRATFIELD TALKS – 25 October 2025 

The village’s own Natalie McKay will talk us through A Murder At 

Cratfield Towers – one not to be missed! 

PLANT SHOW – 7 June 2026 - details to follow! 

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL MEETINGS – 7pm on 14th August and 13th 

November (with Open Forum & AGM on 13 November) 

FOOD AND MURDER MYSTERY NIGHT – date TBC 

Apologies for the confusion.  Owing to circumstances beyond our control 

this event has been postponed for now and a new date will be circulated 

in due course.   

 

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB – TIME TO RENEW! 

Subscriptions are now due for the club’s 2025/2026 season.  Don’t 

forget for just £1 a month for a year, you are in the draw to win £15, 

£10 or £5 prizes EACH MONTH.    

So fill out the forms which appeared in last month’s edition of 

Cratfield News or text Helen on 07818046955 if you have lost yours.   

The 100 Club has benefitted the Village Hall for many years, 

contributing towards such items as the glass washer, picnic 

benches and water heaters.  

 Don’t forget - You have to be in it to win it! 
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     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    Renovations 

Patios   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selection of fresh & frozen beef 

readily available 

Come and visit the Cratfield beef stand 

at Halesworth produce market every 

second Saturday of each month 

A full price list is available on request.  

Further details from Lotty 01986 

798099 

orders@cratfieldbeef.co.uk 

• MOT 

• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• Diagnostics 

• All makes welcome 

• Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 

months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 

mailto:info@hillcrestvs.co.uk
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Strawberries & cream blondies 
(If you can just find a few of Clive’s strawberries, why not try this!) 

 
Ingredients 
 
200g butter 
200g light brown soft sugar 
100g caster sugar 
200g white chocolate (chopped into small chunks 
pinch of salt 
3 eggs 
1 tsp vanilla bean paste 
275g plain flour 
50g clotted cream 
 
For the compote 
 
200g strawberries (hulled and halved or quartered if large) 
75g caster sugar 
1 tsp lemon juice 
 
Method 
 
1. Mix the compote ingredients in a small pan over a medium heat and 

cook for 10-15 minutes until jammy, stirring often.  When ready, the 
fruit will be soft but still hold its shape.  Leave to cool. 

2. Melt the butter in a pan over a medium heat until foaming and lightly 
golden, then remove from the heat and stir in the sugars, 150g of the 
white chocolate and a large pinch of salt.  Stir until the chocolate is 
melted and smooth. 

3. Heat the oven to 190°C/170° fan/gas 5 and line a 20 x 30cm brownie 
tin with baking parchment.  Whisk the eggs and vanilla into the 
chocolate mixture, then sift in the flour.  Fold until you have a smooth 
batter, then fold in the rest of the chocolate. 

4. Pour the batter into the tin and smooth the surface.  Alternately 
dollop over spoonfulls of the clotted cream and strawberry compote, 
then gently swirl together using a skewer or knife.  Bake for 45-50 
minutes until the edges are golden, set and coming away from the 
tin. The middle will look gooey, but will firm as it cools.  Cool before 
cutting into squares.  

5. Serve at room temperature, or chill for fudgier, set blondies  
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BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 

building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Place, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS 

A WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 

T.W. Tree and Gardening 

Services 

All aspects of tree 

surgery 

Hedges trimmed, rough 

areas strimmed, garden 

rubbish cleared 

 

Tel: 01986 798928  

Mob: 07787 753525 

Pete’s  

Computer 

Services 

 

Reliable, helpful and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PCs, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

 

Tel: 01986 888505 
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Exploring the Scottish Islands – with a collapsible bike! 
St Kilda (Population: 0 – last inhabitants evacuated in 1930) 

Part 8: “Assist us all to leave.” 
 

Bad weather, illness, poor 
harvests and the consequent lack 
of food (together with a lack of 
reliable communication) which 
frequented St Kilda - would turn 
survival there into a risky 
business. Sometimes, a chance 
visit could turn out to be a life-
saver: in 1913, a trawler captain, 
when returning to Harris from St 
Kilda, sent a telegram to the 
editor of the Daily Mirror: “Would 
you kindly insert this in your 
newspaper – that every man, 
woman and child on the island is 
stricken down with influenza or 
pneumonia, and they are in need 
of assistance, having no one to 
attend them or cook their 
food.” (Three days previously, the 
islanders had welcomed a 
boatload of tourists; even the 
common cold could knock out the 
island’s population, such was 
their lack of resistance to 
common bugs.) Not only was 
everyone stricken, but there was 
very little food left after a hard 
winter. The Mirror contacted the 

Admiralty but received a luke-warm response, so the newspaper chartered one of 
the fastest steamers on the Clyde to go to the rescue. 
In the 1920s, St Kilda was better catered for than in previous years, with a minister, 
teacher and a nurse stationed on the island, but a steady decline had already 
begun: in 1919 and 1920, a number of men and women left the island, causing the 
population to drop by 25%. During the First World War, navy staff were stationed on 
St Kilda and the younger generation learnt from them about life in Glasgow and 
London, which fueled their ambition. When the MacDonald family decided to leave 
en masse, it was a blow to the morale of those left behind. Donald John Gillies, 
realising that there was no-one in St Kilda of his own age, was another young man 
who left; he went to Glasgow, listened to a Canadian preacher who was recruiting 
and, in 1927, he left for Canada. He was ordained and spent the rest of his life 
preaching in British Columbia. 
As the population grew smaller, so they relied more on visiting trawlers for essential 
supplies of flour, fresh fish, meat, sugar and tea. One trawlerman grew close to the 
islanders and discovered, on one visit, that the children had never played with a 
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ball before. He managed to obtain a football (one from a game in which Aberdeen 
beat Rangers 2-1, no less!) and took it to the eagerly awaiting children of St Kilda, 
where he taught them football. He later said, “When we went back one month later, 
they showed us!” The same trawlerman also introduced the first mirror to St 
Kilda! ...But in 1926, 3 islanders, ignoring the warnings from the crew, boarded a 
visiting trawler to collect newspapers. The crew were suffering from the ‘flu and this 
infected the St Kildans, whereupon the entire village came down with it 2 or 3 days 
later. The village was paralysed, and the resident nurse and a few others lit a bonfire 
on a hilltop, hoping to attract a passing vessel; but this was at the time of the General 
Strike, so no ships passed - and four islanders died. 
Lachlan Macdonald, who had only just finished his schooling, was one of the few able
-bodied young men on the island and it was up to him and one or two others to make 
coffins for the dead. He later recalled his experiences: “We had to make a coffin for 
this old lady and there wasn’t any wood. We had to use the wood from her own 
ceiling.” Lachlan had never made a coffin before but he knew that by half-cutting the 
wood and pouring boiling water over it, the sides could be bent where the shoulders 
went. By 1928, there were only 7 able-bodied men to do the sheep-dipping work (the 
rest being either too young or too old) and the crops had fared badly too. By mid-
October 1929, there had been an outbreak of wet eczema and medical supplies were 
urgently required. With endless problems affecting the islanders’ subsistence, and 
with irregular postal deliveries making it impossible to stay in touch with family and 
friends who had left St Kilda (for there was now a small Post Office), morale was at 
an all-time low. In January 1930, a trawler called in and found a depressed 
community: Mary Gillies was ill with acute appendicitis and, when the alarm was 
raised, officialdom reacted slowly. By the time help arrived it was too late: Mary was 
taken to a Glasgow Hospital, but she died two days later at the age of 21. 
That was it. Islanders were now openly talking about leaving St Kilda; older people 
who wanted to stay knew it would be impossible without fit menfolk to climb the rocks 
and haul boats out of the water. The 36-strong population were neither of the right 
age group, nor in sufficient numbers, to make the demanding St Kildan way of life 
work any more. After many emotional discussions in the nurse’s house, the island’s 
missionary was eventually asked to write a petition: “We the undersigned, the natives 
of St Kilda, hereby respectfully pray and petition HM Government to assist us all to 
leave the island this year and find homes and occupations for us on the mainland.” A 
proud community, who had lived like no-one else for thousands of years, had finally 
admitted defeat. 
 
Next month: Part 9 - The evacuation of St Kilda 
 
Andrew Weight 
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 PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

INTERIOR AND 
EXTERIOR 

 

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE 
SERVICE 

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

PAUL GODDARD 

Tel: 01986 784594 

paul@pablo101.plus.com  

 

MAN & MACHINE 

 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 

SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

FOR SALE SAWN TIMBER OF DIFFERENT SIZES & TELEGRAPH. 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION: 07966 725001 

LOWER HALL FARM, MARY'S LANE, LINSTEAD MAGNA, IP19 0QN 

Neat Feet 

 Angela J Moore 
 

    Dip FH MCFHP  MAFHP 

  Mobile Foot Healthcare 

Professional 
  

Tel 01502 565302/07900 506611 
angelajane.moore@yahoo.com 

mailto:paul@pablo101.plus.com
mailto:angelajane.moore@yahoo.com
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Letter from the Vicar 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

 

What glorious weather we enjoyed during May – almost as if 
summer came early!  However, living in the rural community, I 
cannot help but voice concern for our farmers who must be hoping 
and praying for precipitation and to which, I add my prayers too. 

 

Well, the Annual Parochial Church Meetings (APCMs) for our eight 
parishes have been completed within the venues at Worlingworth 
and Laxfield.  I have learnt much about the process and am 
determined to get it right for all parishes next year! Many thanks to 
those who have been so supportive. 

 

During May, I have been continuing with study having been invited 
to the Suffolk Ministry Development Programme (SMDP) and from 
which I graduated on 11th May at the end of the classroom weekend. 
I have also been invited to the new incumbents’ course and am off 
to that soon after finishing this article.  I had never heard of Pleshey 
in Essex but now it seems like a second home!  An excellent venue 
for retreats! 

 

I am excited to be able to offer an opportunity to study the Nicene 
Creed together following Trinity Sunday. This builds upon our 
studies together in Worlingworth and Laxfield in respect of ‘Living 
Hope’ the Lent Journey.  As it says in the introduction, ‘For 
Christians, the Nicene Creed is one of the most enduring 
statements of faith. It unites believers across time and space in a 
shared confession of who God is and what he has done in Jesus 
Christ.’  So, watch this space and the benefice news for dates and 
venues! God bless all and may he keep you safe and strengthen our 
faith even when we cannot see the full picture!  

 

Amen. 
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JUNE CRATFIELD CHURCH SERVICES 

 
 

MAY BENEFICE SERVICES 
 

 
 

JUNE29TH MONK SOHAM 
BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION  10.30AM 

ST. PETER PATRONAL 

Sunday 8th Sunday 22nd 

9.30am 9.30am 

Village Worship Holy Communion 

Acts 2:1-21 
Romans 8:14-17 

John 14:8-17, (25-27) 

1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a 
Galacians 3:23-29 

Luke *;26-39 
  

JUNE 1st 8th 15th 22nd 

Bedfield   10.30am 
Morning 
Praise 

  10.00am 
Holy Commun-
ion 

Brundish     10.30am 
Holy Commun-
ion 
Stuart Batten 

  
  

Laxfield 10.30am  
Morning Prayer 

10.30am 
Holy Com-
munion 

10.30am 
Morning Wor-
ship 

 6.00pm 
Hartismere 
House 

Monk 
Soham 

11.00am 
Family Service 
  

11.00am 
BCP 
Morning 
Prayer 

11.00am CW 
Holy Comm 

  

Tannington   12 noon 
Holy Com-
munion 

    

Wilby 10.30am 
Holy Commun-
ion 

  10.30am Vil-
lage Worship 

  
10.30am 
Morning Pray-
er 

Worlingworth 11.00am 
Holy Commun-
ion 

  6.00pm 
Let’s Celebrate 

11.00am 
Morning Pray-
er 
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DIRECTORY: 
 
Local Officers: 
 
Church: 
Priest in Charge of the Four Rivers Benefice 
Rev'd Chrissie Smart  rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com   01986 743339   
  07803 134301  
 
Assistant Curate  Rev. Clive Mobbs                                  07340 838639   
                                                         
Parish Council: 
Chairperson    Lotty Barbour    01986 798099                                         
Parish Clerk    Sally Chapman  
clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk        
  07774 734411  
Parish Council Website                                www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator   
                                                                          
 
Village Hall: 
Chairperson  Andy Barringer  01986 798346 
Vice Chair  Jo Cerullo              
01986 798656  
Bookings  Robert King  01986 798975 
 
Laxfield All Saints C of E Primary School 
Head of School  Mrs Minns    01986 798344 
 
Doctors’ Surgery  Fressingfield  0379 586227 
                               Stradbroke 01379 384220 
 
Cratfield News 
Editor  Sue Eade   01986 798725 
suecratmag@aol.com 
Treasurer Graham Nixey   07748 907099 
Production Manager Peter Sparrow  01986 888505 
peter-sparrow@outlook.com 
 
 
All information must arrive at the latest by 20

th
 of the month 

Advertising rates per annum: Full page £60, Half page £30, Quarter £20 
Please contact Sue, Graham or Peter for more information. 

mailto:rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@homersfield-pc.gov.uk
http://www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net/
mailto:suecratmag@aol.com
mailto:peter-sparrow@outlook.com

