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IN MEMORIAM 
 

A celebration of the life of Don Peacock of the Old Rectory, Cratfield will be 
held on Friday August 2nd 2024, 12pm St. Mary’s Cratfield. 

 
 

CREAM TEAS AT THE LONG HOUSE CRATFIELD 
(BY APPOINTMENT) 

 
Relax and come and enjoy a cream tea in the garden or garden room at 
the Long House – you can choose from 
 

A traditional Scone Cream Tea served with home grown strawberries 
(in season) or 

A Cream Cake Tea with home-made meringues or pastries 
 

From £5 per head – Prior booking essential – Available on Fridays 
and Saturdays 14.00 to 17.00 June to September 

 
Never mind the weather – we can accommodate parties of up to eight 
indoors.  Minimum table booking of three people please. 
 
Clive Mobbs, The Long House Bed and Breakfast, Swan Green Lane, 
Cratfield, Suffolk 
Tel: 07340 838639 
email climo@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Brand new Matalan blue stretch mens’/boys’ jeans.   
Waist 32”. Leg 32”. 
£10.00 for the two pairs. 
Tel: 07810 720327 
 

ALSO FOR SALE 
 
Cornilleau Outdoor Folding Table Tennis Table 
Carefully used  Very good condition 
Cost £520 new - £150 buyer collects 
Peter and Sue, Manse Lane 01986 798617 
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1st July 1937      999 emergency service introduced 
1st July 1837      Registration of births, marriages and deaths 
                          begins in Britain 
1st July 1997      British rule ended in Hong Kong after 99 years. 
1st July 1690      The Battle of the Boyne - Northern Ireland 
2nd July 1928     Equal voting rights are granted for women in 
                          Britain. 
3rd July 1938      The ‘Mallard’ broke the speed record for steam 
 engines, 126mph.  
12th July Battle of the Boyne – Northern Ireland commemorated 
13th July 1985 Live Aid concert, organised by Bob Geldof, raised  money 
 for people starving in Africa. 
13th July National Day in Northern Ireland 
15th July  St. Swithin’s Day.  If it rains on St. Swithin’s Day  there’ll 
 be 40 more days wet weather. 
21st July 1837 Euston Railway Station, the first in London, is  opened. 
21st July 1969 Apollo 11 landed on the Moon.  Neil Armstrong  was 
 the first man on the moon. 
25th July  St. James’ Day, patron saint of pilgrims.  Children  used 
 to make little grottoes from scallop shells (the  emblem of 
 St. James) or oyster shells. 
25th July Whitstable Oyster Festival. 
25th July St. Christopher’s Day.  Patron Saint of Travelers 
28th July 1586 The first potatoes arrived from Columbia. 
28th July 1901 First fingerprints used for identification. 
 
 
July is the seventh month or the year according to the Gregorian calendar.  It 
was the fifth month in the earlier calendar of the ancient Romans.  The 
Romans called the month Quintilius, which means fifth.  A Roman Senate 
renamed the month to Julius (July) in honour of Julius Caesar, who was born 
on 12th July 
 

“If the first of July be rainy weather, 
‘Twill rain more or less for four weeks together.” 

 
July is the month when circular flattened patches begin to appear in fields of 
standing corn.  This phenomenon dates from the early 1970s. Although there 
are isolated earlier examples. 
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All Aboard the Skylark! 
 

Shortly after returning to Portsmouth from Gibraltar, we held a Families 
Day at sea south of the Isle of Wight. These are always popular events 
although they need a lot of organisation and a lot of attention to detail, 
especially with regard to “elf ‘n safety.” 
 
We embarked about 700 excited passengers ranging from babes in 
arms to quite elderly folk – well as aged as I am now!  Then we sailed 
from Portsmouth Harbour at about 1030, looking rather more like a 
pirate ship than the usual smart vessel with smartly dressed sailors 
lining the decks. and exchanging waves with holiday makers on the 
beach watching us go.  So that we could demonstrate some more 
realistic tactical operations, we had been given an escort and, by a 
happy chance it was my former command, HMS Nottingham.  I knew 
that the current Captain would be eager to show how much more 
efficient and smart Nottingham was than she had been when I was her 
Captain, so I looked forward to some smart responses to any orders I 
gave her, and perhaps some friendly banter between the ships.  At the 
same time we needed to keep a careful eye in particular on the young 
children on board and make quite sure that they were safe.  In fact, I 
was soon more worried about the ship’s safety as large numbers of 
children scurried around the bridge and into the flying control area to 
watch our aircraft perform.   
A stream of young children, and a few Mums too, wanted to steer the 
ship so they were each given short spells on the helm under careful 
supervision, especially when we called Nottingham alongside us for a 
demonstration of a transfer of fuel under way at sea as we headed into 
the English Channel, looking for a quiet area to allow everyone to enjoy 
a special lunch.  Every now and then Candy came up to the bridge (10 
decks above the Wardroom where she was lunching with the other 
officers and their families) to see what was going on and looked 
decidedly puzzled to see the Captain walking, apparently nonchalantly 
(but actually a bit apprehensively) round the bridge whilst some young 
child sat in his chair, giving orders which were carefully vetted by the 
Officer of the Watch.  In fact, I wasn’t just walking around.  I was trying 
to keep an eye on the “organised chaos” on the upper deck, and make 
sure that everything was well ordered and safe without being over-
restrictive. She told me afterwards that she found it “fascinating” seeing 
me in action on my bridge, although she never really explained exactly 
what she meant! 
 
The highlight of the afternoon was, of course, an aerobatic display by 
one of our Sea Harrier jets, showing how extraordinarily acrobatic these 
vertical take-off aircraft could be, moving effortless from 500 knots to 
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hovering and vice versa, and moving sideways, up and down and much 
more besides.  For those who had never seen it before and were used to 
watching aircraft at an airport, it was a revelation.  As was traditional with 
the now vanished Sea Harriers, the display finished with the aircraft 
hovering off the port side of the ship as we steamed along, moving 
sideways to match the pace of the ship and acknowledging the generous 
applause of the spectators by dipping its nose a few times in a very 
passable imitation of taking a bow. 
 
By the end of the afternoon, we had a lot of happy but rather tired 
children of all ages who had been running up and down ladders between 
our fourteen decks and trying their hand at all sorts of things, as well as 
watching us maneuvering with HMS Nottingham whom I thought was 
almost a smart as she used to be!  When we eventually got back into 
harbour around 6 pm, we all felt that it had been a fun and very 
worthwhile day sharing our ship with our families, who so often have to 
hold the fort at home whilst we swan around the world, and I was glad 
that we had done it – even though I reckon I autographed about 400 
assorted bits and pieces – and not only for children!  It is sometimes hard 
to remember what sailors’ families have to put up with, and very nice to 
thank them in this way. I hope it continues in these much busier times. 
 
Jeremy Blackham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   *********************************************************** 
 

 
 

  
2024 MOBILE LIBRARY DATES 

  
TUESDAYS 

  
Silverleys Green 14.15 – 14.35 

The Poacher 14.45 – 14.45 
  

JULY 9TH,  August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, 
November 26th, December 24th 

  



6 

 

 

Linstead Farm & Garden 
For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 
Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 
 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 
785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Cratfield Parish 
Council 

Please help keep your village clean & 
tidy 

Cratfield Parish Council has litter 
picking equipment which can be 

borrowed anytime. 
Your help & support would be greatly 

appreciated! 
If you would like to litter pick please contact: 
Cllr Dan Elford Tel: 01986 798649 - Village collection 
Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187350 - Silverleys Green collection 
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An Easy quiz for July – all answers start with J 
 
1. Stuff you don’t need or want. 
2. A short coat. 
3. Specialist terminology associated with a particular field. 
4. A wine bottle with four times the capacity of an ordinary bottle. 
5. Something someone says to cause amusement, especially a 

story with a funny punchline. 
6. Feeling tired and slightly confused after a long plane journey. 
7. Personal ornaments such as necklace, rings or bracelets. 
8. A newspaper or magazine that deals with a particular subject 

or professional activity. 
9.  A fruit flavoured desert made with gelatin. 
10. Hard-wearing casual trousers made of denim. 
11. The control column of an aircraft. 
12.  A puzzle consisting of a picture printed on cardboard and cut 

into pieces. 
13.  A tropical American tree with blue trumpet shaped flowers. 
14.  A knitted garment with long sleeves. 
15. A large celebration or party, typically a lavish and boisterous 

one. 
16.  A dish of rice cooked with ham, sausage, chicken, shrimps or 

oysters and seasoned with herbs. 
17.  One that brings bad luck. 
18.  Any of numerous shrubs or trees of the cypress family with 

leaves resembling needles or scales and female cones usually 
resembling berries. 

19.  A common black and grey bird. 
20.   A modern martial art discipline with ancient roots. 
 
 
Answers on page 11 
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RAGU ALLA BOLOGNESE 
 

The most famous spaghetti sauce which, when cooked authentically, is a 
far cry from the usual mince cooked with a can of tomatoes.  Serve it with 

any pasta or use in lasagne or cannelloni. 
 

INGREDIENTS 
2 tblsps olive oil 300ml (½pint) beef stock 
25g (1oz) butter 4-6 tbsps tomato purėe 
250g (8oz) minced beef 1 bay leaf 
125g (4oz) chicken livers (chopped) grated nutmeg, salt and pepper 
125g (4oz) unsmoked bacon,  to taste 
de-rinded and chopped finely TO SERVE 
1 onion, chopped 350g (120z) dried spaghetti 
2 cloves garlic, crushed or tagliatelle 
1 carrot, chopped a little olive oil 
1 celery stick, chopped 50g (2oz) Parmesan cheese 
150ml (¼ pint) dry white wine grated 
 

Heat the oil and butter in a pan, add the minced beef, chicken livers 
and bacon and fry until browned, stirring occasionally. 

Add the onion, garlic, carrot and celery and fry for about 3 minutes 
until softened. 

Pour in the wine and cool for 3 – 5 minutes, until reduced by about 
half. 

Stir in the stock, tomato purée, bay leaf  and plenty of nutmeg, salt 
and pepper.  Bring to the boil, cover and simmer for 25 – 30 
minutes. 

Meanwhile cook the pasta.  Drain and toss in a little olive oil and 
add a little grated nutmeg and pepper. 

Serve the sauce mixed in with the pasta and more cheese sprinkled 
on top. 

 
Serves 4 
Preparation time 25 minute 
Cooking time 25 – 30 minutes 
Freezing recommended for the sauce only. 
 
Quiz answers 
1. junk 2. jacket 3. Jargon 4. Jeroboam 5. Joke 6. Jetlagged  7. Jewellery 8. Journal 9. Jelly 
10. Jeans 11. Joystick  12. Jigsaw 13. Jacaranda  14.Jumper  15. Jamboree  16. Jambalaya  
17. Jinx  18. Juniper  19. Jackdaw  20. Ju-jitsu 
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CUNNING FOLK 
(Other names for cunning folk: Wise Women/Men, White Witch, Charmer. Hedge 

Witch, Soothsayer) 
 

Cunning folk of some description could be found in every medieval village, they 
could be male or female, young or old, rich or poor.  For their services, cunning folk 
often charged a small fee or an exchange of goods from the poor, and a much 
higher price from the gentry. 
Black magic was thought to come from the devil, whereas white magic practised by 
cunning folk was initially regarded by the Church as a “gift from the angels” and, as 
such was beneficial.  Cunning folk were called upon to heal sickness in both 
humans and animals, to find and punish thieves, help crops to grow, look into the 
future, cast horoscopes, tell fortunes and to help people find love. 
Cunning folk were the contemporary experts on preventative measures against 
black witchcraft and could offer a lot more help in this area than any physician or 
holy man.  They not only offered protective charms and potions but could also 
identify and disarm the black witch by using counter- spells. 
Bellarmines, or witch bottles, were sometimes used.  A bellarmine is a brown 
ceramic jug usually depicting a face on the side.  It was used by witches for 
capturing spirits, hexing people or to remove curses or hexes.  Particularly used by 
the English west country witches these bottles can last for centuries and are still 
being discovered in old country houses.  In 1644, the Reverend William Brierly 
lodged in a Suffolk village, his landlady had been ill for quite a while when a 
cunning man came knocking.  Her concerned husband, who was worried that his ill 
wife had been cursed, was advised by the cunning man to: 
 “Take a Bottle, and put his Wife’s Urine into it together with 
 Pins and Needles and Nails, and Cork them up, and set the 
 Bottle to the Fire, but be sure the Cork be fast in it, that it not 
 fly out.” 
Regrettably the cork did fly out and the counter magic was unsuccessful so, when 
the cunning man returned, he told the husband to “….bury it in the Earth, and 
that will do the feat.”  After this, the wife soon recovered to full health. 
Cunning folk rarely wrote notes about their activities, although luckily some still 
survive, having been passed down orally. 
For example, a cure for thrush was recorded by John Aubrey in his book 
‘Miscellanies’ upon various subjects. 
 “Take a living frog, and hold it in a cloth, that it does not go 
 down into the child’s mouth; and put the head into the child’s 
 mouth ‘till it is dead; and then take another frog and do the 
 same.” 
And for toothache: 
 “Take a new nail, and make the gum bleed with it,  and then 
 drive it into an oak,” 
Belief in the supernatural power began to decline in the seventeenth century.  And 
sadly, the services of cunning folk were no longer needed. 
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Four Star Rated 

Whipple Tree CoƩage 

Bell Green, Craƞield 

This carefully restored Ɵmbered former stable and hayloŌ includes 1 x double, 1 x 
twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs. 

Wet room, dining room/lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy 
wheelchair access. PreƩy coƩage garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for 

two cars. Wi-Fi available. 

For bookings apply to: 

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764, email: chrissie.kitchen@yahoo.com or write 
to Bell Green CoƩage, Craƞield, Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI 
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE – JULY 
 
POP UP PUB – FRIDAY 5th JULY – CREOLE NIGHT! 
Wow do we have something different for you this time! Come along for 
a range of beautiful home cooked Creole food. Creole food originated 
in New Orleans with European, African and Native American roots. The 
largest influence is French - but with hints of Italian, Spanish, German 
and flavours / spices from the Caribbean can be found in some dishes! 
Typically dishes are served with sides such as Dahl, Creole Coleslaw 
or Saffron Rice and mains include dishes such as Coconut Chicken 
Cari, Mauritian Chickpea & Sweet Potato Cari and Salt Fish – with 
meals starting at £13.  Doors open 6.00pm – food from 6.30pm 
August – Village Hall BBQ / September– Oli’s Mexican Night 
 
SATURDAY 27TH JULY - ‘FROM LONDON TO 
KATHMANDU ON A DOUBLE DECKER BUS’ 
7 FOR 7.30  + BAR OPEN TOO! 
Join us for an amazing evening as Richard Turberville talks us through 
an 11-week adventure featuring 1 bus, 11 people and an overland 
journey of 11 weeks back in 1984. Featuring photos, tall tales, 
ephemera, menus and maps of this once in a lifetime trip. Book now via 
cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com – places are limited so book early. £6 
per head on the door to include a selection of light refreshments. 
 
CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB 
1st prize (£15) number 45 - Linzi Elford, 2nd prize (£10) number 26 - 
Pam Goodey and 3rd prize (£5) number 83 - Caroline Wisbey-Brown. 
Draw by D Britton. Congratulations to the winners! 
Remember, to win a 100 Club prize for the year July 2024-June 
2025 you need to return your form to Helen at Yew Trees, Bell 
Green, as soon as possible.  Helen has spare forms if you have 
mislaid yours.  Only £12 for the year and an excellent way to 
support the village! 
 
CRATFIELD PHOTOGRAPHIC – PREVIEW FRIDAY 11TH 
OCTOBER 
CLASSIC CARS, BREAKFAST & COFFEE - SATURDAY 
12th OCTOBER 10am – 1pm 
The 3 categories are -  
Cratfield Hobbies – what is your hobby? Your beautiful garden or 
reading a book, model making, painting, crafting, cooking or baking, 
cars or motorbikes, bike or horse riding or singing in a group? 
Whatever you do to relax – consider how you could capture it in one 
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single photograph. 
Suffolk Street Scenes – look all around you next time you are out and 
about – a bustling city or town centre or a quiet road through a sleepy 
village with old houses full of character and interest on each side. 
Consider what time of day – ‘rush hour’ or at night time, remember – 
photos can be black and white, portrait or landscape so you can really ‘go 
to town’ with this category! 
All Suffolk Creatures Great & Small – any Suffolk creatures count! Do 
you see a horse or other animals regularly on your way to and from work, 
any household pets or wildlife you see out and about. 
Entry forms coming out in the August magazine. Photos must be printed 
and either 6’’ x 8’’ or 8’’ x 12’’. Colour or black & white, portrait or 
landscape. £1 per photo to enter. You do not need to be a professional to 
enter – over the years many wining photos have been taken on phones 
and tablets. 
 
CLASSIC CARS, BREAKFAST & COFFEE - SATURDAY 12th 
OCTOBER 10am – 1pm 
As the photographic competition takes a huge amount of work to put on, 
we are responding to feedback it would be nicer for the exhibition to be 
up for a little while longer – with another type of event so people can 
come back with other family or friends. Therefore, on the Saturday after 
the Friday preview evening, we will be arranging a collection of classic 
cars – and providing breakfast rolls and tea / fresh coffee. If you have a 
classic car you would like to bring along, please do let us know on 
cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com – places are limited! 
 
INDOOR BOWLS – ALTERNATE TUESDAYS 
The dates for 2024 are - July 23 / Aug 6 & 20 / Sept 3 & 17 / Oct 1 & 15 & 
29 / Nov 26 / Dec 10. Do come along and have a go – no experience 
required – all good fun! Tea & Coffee available and there is a suggested 
donation of £2 to play. Any queries please contact Nigel 07445351861 or 
Elliott 07963676207. 
 
CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE MEETINGS – 7.00pm 
Thursday 8th August / Thursday 21st November (and AGM) 
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     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    RenovaƟons 

PaƟos   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selecƟon of fresh & frozen beef 
readily available 

Come and visit the Craƞield beef stand 
at Halesworth produce market every 

second Saturday of each month 

A full price list is available on request.  

Further details from LoƩy 01986 
798099 

orders@craƞieldbeef.co.uk 

· MOT 

· Servicing 

· Repairs 

· DiagnosƟcs 

· All makes welcome 

· Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 
months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 
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Micro-suction and Water Irrigation 
Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk, IP13 8HD 

With over 30 years nursing experience Lisa started Suffolk Ear Care in 
2018.  Offering mobile and clinic appointments at short notice.  Set in 10 
acres of countryside Lisa and Naomi offer an expert and tranquil local ap-
pointment.  Adults and children welcome.  Parking on site.  Fully trained 

and insured.  Amazing reviews. 
077 3888 5858 

Lisa@suffolkearcare.co.uk 
www.suffolkearcare.co.uk 
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BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 
building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Place, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS 

A WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 

T.W. Tree and Gardening 
Services 

All aspects of tree 
surgery 

Hedges trimmed, rough 
areas strimmed, garden 

rubbish cleared 

 

Tel: 01986 798928  

Mob: 07787 753525 

Pete’s  

Computer 

Services 

 

Reliable, helpful and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PCs, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

 

Tel: 01986 888505 
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Exploring the Scottish Islands – with a collapsible bike! 
Barra (about 6 x 5 miles – Pop. 965) – Part 1 

 
Arriving at Castlebay in Barra is an event – 
and the clue is in the name, because there’s a 
castle in the bay! Kisimul Castle sits on its own 
tiny island and the ferry has to carefully carry 
out a 180° ‘pirouette’ in close proximity to the 
castle, before reversing into the terminal. As 
the Outer Hebrides are treeless (mostly due to 
Viking deforestation), when you land on Barra 
- after a somewhat featureless drive through 
the Uists - you are struck by the lushness of 
vegetation. There are 2 wooded areas, vast 
areas of primroses and orchids, coastal 
wildflowers (‘machair’) and 3 different 
heathers; it is, by comparison to what has 
gone before, bursting with greenness and 
interest. 
When I visited the island, it was owned by Ian 
MacNeil, an American law teacher in Chicago 
– though his retirement plans included 
returning to his ancestral home. Following 
centuries of Norse domination, this has been a 
MacNeil stronghold since 1427; though some 
say that MacNeil ownership goes back further, 
to 1030. Fortunes have waxed and waned: in 
1838, General Roderick MacNeil was in debt, 
and he sold the island to the unscrupulous 
Colonel Gordon Cluny, who had already 
wreaked havoc upon the populations of the 
Uists and Eriskay, which he also owned. Sure 

enough, policemen were brought in to clear the island of crofters, confiscate 
all that they owned and sent them, penniless, to the New World. When Cluny 
died in 1858, the island changed hands again, to a similarly heartless regime 
– but in 1937, it was bought back by a MacNeil. There are now so many 
MacNeils on Barra, everyone is referred to by Christian name only: the 
surname is a given! 
Barra is mostly catholic and there is a very visible, white marble statue of the 
Madonna and Child on one of the highest hills. The views from here are 
spectacular, and the statue looks out towards the other islands that stretch 
out to the south: my immediate thoughts were, “How on earth did they get 
this statue up here?!” The nearest island to the south, Vatersay (Pop: 90, 3 x 
3 miles (indented)) is, in fact, the last inhabited southern island in the Outer 
Hebridean chain: the other islands further south are sad affairs, with ruins of 
villages, chapels and schoolhouses the only reminders that these were once 
thriving communities. Vatersay’s economy is based on sheep, cattle farming 
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and fishing. To send cattle to market, they were swum across the Sound of 
Vatersay to meet the ferry… until a prize bull drowned in 1986. The resulting 
publicity at last persuaded the authorities to build a long-awaited causeway, 
linking the islands, in 1990. Vatersay came across to me as a rather 
featureless island, but in such places you sometimes run into something 
totally unexpected which leaves a lasting impression: on one of the beaches, 
there is a simple memorial which pays respect to a terrible sea tragedy. In 
1853, the Annie Jane ran aground and capsized: 450 emigrants bound for 
the New World (most of them likely evicted by Cluny) perished and their 
bodies were washed ashore. 
Back on Barra, I visited the remarkable Kisimul Castle (more next month): 
suffice to say that I toured the castle, sharing the short boat trip to it with a 
young family. When we got back to our cars, there was much excitement 
which caused us to drive like rally drivers to the North East of the island: an 
aeroplane was due to land at the airport. Why the excitement? Well, the 
airport is unique, believed to be the only one in the world where scheduled 
flights use a tidal beach as the runway. A member of staff has been quoted 
as saying, “This is the only runway that’s washed twice a day!” It was an 
incredible sight and when I edited my film, I felt compelled to set ‘James 
Bond’ music in the background, as a plane with ‘dodgey criminals’ landed on 
the sand! Sir Compton Mackenzie, the author, had his home in this part of 
Barra and he is buried here in sight of Eriskay: the setting for his novel 
Whisky Galore. (The 1949 Ealing 
Comedy was actually filmed on 
Barra, with many islanders taking 
part.)  
Holiday tip? Spend a week on Barra 
with friendly people where you don’t 
have to worry about learning 
anyone’s surname! 
 
 
The world’s sandiest airport! 
 
Next month: MacNeil Clan Chiefs and Kisimul Castle   
Andrew Weight 
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          ACORN FOOT HEALTH     

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci, 
PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP 

    FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT 

HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC 

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses, 
fungal InfecƟon, corns, nail cuƫng, bunions 

and Foot Care for diabeƟcs. 

Foot health checks and all nail condiƟons. 

For an appointment 

Tel. 01379 384873  Mob. 07724 073328 

       Email: griffithstwo@aol.com 

Some evening appointments available 

 

 PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

INTERIOR AND 
EXTERIOR 

 

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE 
SERVICE 

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
PAUL GODDARD 

Tel: 01986 784594 
paul@pablo101.plus.com  

 

MAN & MACHINE 
 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 
SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

FOR SALE SAWN TIMBER OF DIFFERENT SIZES & TELEGRAPH. 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION: 07966 725001 

LOWER HALL FARM, MARY'S LANE, LINSTEAD MAGNA, IP19 0QN 
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Dear Friends 
 
At last the weather seems to be improving (rain is great but you can 
have too much of it!). All around us now, we can see the signs of 
God’s bounty and beauty in the fields and in our gardens. We have 
also been lucky to be able to share in the beauty of other people’s 
hard work, in the Open Gardens events in our different 
communities. Indeed, we are blessed to live in such a fruitful and 
beautiful part of the world. 
 
I think that when we see the beauty of the world around us, God is 
reminding us of what he wants all of our lives and all of the world to 
be. Good things are for sharing, and in doing so they become even 
better. That may seem a bit surprising for some people, but it really 
is true. Blessings grow the more we share them with our neighbours 
both near and far. 
 
Acts of compassion are like the seeds of a beautiful plant. A singular 
loving act can result in seed being spread far and wide. Similarly, 
the discordance of unkind acts (the pernicious weeds if you like) can 
have far reaching effects upon our friends and neighbours. 
 
We are not powerless, as people so often assume, to make our 
world a better place. Most of us are not world leaders, but we can 
be world influencers if we want to be. Every time we commit a kind 
act, or say a loving word, we are influencing the people around us, 
making the world a more beautiful place to live in. This is how God 
acts in us; each of us contributing our small part until it builds up into 
the vast beautiful canvas of our world. If you want to be a world 
influencer, start today and just be kind, it’s that simple. Perhaps 
then, we will begin to see the national and international news 
begin to change, as grass roots kindness and love spreads 
around the globe. 
God bless you and grant you a peaceful and beautiful 
summer. 
 
Rev’d Enid 
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July Cratfield Church Services 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Zoom services Celtic Prayer – 7.00pm Wednesdays, 9.00am Fridays 
To join us mail rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com and you will be sent details 
 
 

Sunday 14th Sunday 28th 

Amos 7:7-15 
Ephes1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29 

2 Kings 4:42-end 
Ephes 3:14-end 

John 6:1-21 

9.00am 
Village Worship 

EP 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

CS 

July 7th 14th 21st 28th 
Bedfield 10.30am 

Holy Communion 
CS 

  10.30am 
Family Service 

EP 

  

Brundish   9.00am 
Morning Praise 

CS 

  9.00am 
 Holy Communion 

EP 
Laxfield 10.30am 

 Celtic Service 
             LE/EP 

10.30am 
Morning Praise 

CS 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

CS 

10.30am 
Fourth Sunday 

FS team EP 
Monk 
Soham 

  11.00am 
Morning Prayer 

RA 

11.00am 
Holy Communion 

RA 

  

Tanning-
ton 

        

Wilby 10.30am 
Village Worship 

SP 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

EP 

10.30am 
Village Worship 

SP 

10.30am 
Morning Prayer 

 CS 

Worling- 
worth 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 

BS 

11.00am 
Let’s Celebrate 

BS 

11.00am 
Holy Communion 

RO 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 

RA 
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DIRECTORY: 
 
Local Officers: 
 
Church: 
Priest in Charge of the Four Rivers Benefice 
Rev. Enid Pow  revenid4rivers@gmail.com                     01986 743093 
The Vicarage, 15 Noyes Avenue Laxfield IP13 8EB 
Assistant Curate  Rev. Clive Mobbs                                 07340 838639   
                                                         
Parish Council: 
Chairperson    Lotty Barbour                                             01986 798099                                         
Parish Clerk    Sally Chapman                                          07774 734411  
Parish Council Website                                www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator   
                                                                          
 
Village Hall: 
Chairperson  Andy Barringer                                            01986 798346 
Vice Chair  Jo Cerullo              01986 798656  
Bookings  Robert King                                                      01986 798975 
 
Laxfield All Saints C of E Primary School 
Head of School  Mrs Minns                                               01986 798344 
 
Doctors’ Surgery                                        Fressingfield 0379 586227 
                                                                      Stradbroke  01379 384220 
 
Cratfield News 
Editor  Sue Eade                                                                01986 798725 
suecratmag@aol.com 
Treasurer Graham Nixey                                                    07748 907099 
Production Manager Peter Sparrow                                   01986 888505 
peter-sparrow@outlook.com 
 
 
All information must arrive at the latest by 20th of the month 
Advertising rates per annum: Full page £60, Half page £30, Quarter £20 
Please contact Sue, Graham or Peter for more information. 


