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LOTS OF THANK YOUS

Firstly, very many thanks to Geoff for delivering Cratfield News to North
Green, Silverleys Green and Swan Green since the inception of the
magazine in January 2004. How many magazines is that! Prior to that
Geoff also delivered the Parish News. Very many thanks Geoff.

Secondly, a big thank you to all those who offered help in taking over this
delivery round. From January 2021 North Green will be delivered by
Andrew Weight, Siverleys Green by Maisie Lister and Swan Green by Mary
Kirk. As always we are very grateful to Julie, Rebecca, Dan and Linzi, Mel,
Andy and Richard who deliver around the rest of the village.

Somewhat belatedly a thank you from St. Mary's PCC to Clive for his work
on cutting the wild vegetation from around the gravestones and to Alison
and Mike for weeding and re-defining the path around the church and
clearing the building edges. Your work is much appreciated.

Whilst we are on the subject, there have been lots of generous offerings of
apples around the village, on behalf of those who have helped themselves
another thank you. We found the ones we had very tasty.

Another thank you to Clive for erecting the star in the church tower, it looks
beautiful shining out through the west window.

Thank you to all those who put up lights around the village to bring a little
brightness and cheer during this very strange and difficult Christmas
period. They have been much admired.

And finally a thank you to the Christmas EIf who was very busy on the
Sunday morning before Christmas delivering little gifts throughout the
village. He has left us with a Christmas Conundrum, who is he? Many
suggestions have been put forward, but his anonymity remains intact. Well
whoever you are little elf, you brought a some joy, fun, not to mention
perplexity to brighten these trying times.

So as we enter 2021 from Cratfield News we wish you all a safe and
healthy New Year. Maybe before too long things might get back to some
sort of normality and we can meet up again without this ghastly social
distancing, then those who have arrived in the village during this difficult
year will find out what Cratfield is really like. They won't be disappointed.

Sue



Chuchyard Carols

Sunday 20" December 4.30pm Jupiter and Saturn could be seen aligning in the
night sky. The last time this happened was 400 years ago. Well the planets were
certainly aligning for Cratfield as 115 people gathered for our Churchyard Carols.
Even the weather was calmer than it had been. The fire was crackling, the lights
were twinkling, the singers were singing and everyone was so pleased to see each
other. | think it made us all feel that Christmas was going to happen. The air was
highly charged with Cratfield friendships.

So | have to thank Pike's Paws for the donation of the tree, Tim Ackerley for
transporting the tree on his truck, Robert Sannick for his help in planting the tree,
David Abell for the trailer full of wood for the bonfire and the straw to get it going,
the team of Graham Nixey, Gary Thomas, Dennis Rockall and Robert Sannick for
building the bonfire, Andy Barringer and Richard Turberville for decorating the tree
and especially Andy for helping with the advertising, Rebecca Sannick for
producing and delivering flyers, also for sparklers and sweets for the children. And
a very special thank you to Arthur, only eight weeks old, for switching on the lights
and to all the choristers for their glorious moments.

Lastly a thank you to Cratfield for just being you. Watch out next year!

Margaret Thompson

Reasons to be Cheerful in Cratfield

* The Christmas EIf delivering a bag of treats to my home and those of neighbours.
Unseen, and creating a bubble of happiness the morning after we all heard our
festive plans had changed.

* A curving stretch of new-laid hedge on the lane towards Linstead, which in time
will recreate ancient boundaries and provide habitat for dozens of species. My
admiration goes out to the man who has planted it single handed.

* The Carol Service, which as | write, is still on and which will bring us all safely
together. Thank you to everyone who has organised it, done the logistics and built
the bonfire.

* The farmers who keep going, whatever.

* The annual floods outside my home which have come lightly and gone quickly
this year. (Yes, | know we still have January and February to come.)

* Neighbours putting buckets of apples outside their homes. My freezer is full of
Bramleys and now I'm loving Barbara and Julian's russets.

* And finally, Cratfield News arriving through our letter boxes. It is one of the
longest, ongoing conversations in this village. Thanks to Sue Eade and Peter
Sparrow who create it and all the 'posties’ who deliver it.

Natalie Lloyd-Evans



The Art of Navigation —it’s all a load of bull!

On return from Spain, | was appointed in May 1968 as Navigating Officer of
the shiny newish frigate, HMS Naiad. Naval vessels are not permitted to
hand over control to a pilot, so my job entailed planning and execution of
the ship’s navigation whether entering or leaving harbour, sailing in con-
fined waters or in the middle of the ocean. It also included planning the
ship’s programme, supervising the operations room (the ship’s command
centre), determining fuelling requirements and, most importantly for all the
crew, arranging delivery of mail wherever we were. In those days there
was no Satnav or GPS; we relied on what we could see or, in fog, hear and
monitor by radar and depth recorder. Out of sight of land we navigated by
the sun, moon and stars’. Nor were there PCs or mobile and satellite
phones, so we depended on snail mail which we could only receive and
despatch when in port, assuming | had made the necessary arrangements.
Occasionally it might be dropped to us by RAF aircraft. It could take three
or four weeks to write home and get a reply.

| felt daunted by this role. At sea it was a 24 hour a day job, and in harbour
a great deal of planning and administrative work. The most urgent thing
was to learn quickly to navigate safely and accurately and win the confi-
dence of the Captain so that he felt sufficiently relaxed to go and sleep.
That | might need to sleep seemed to concern him rather less!

| was thrown in at the deep end. Naiad was ordered to support Polaris
submarine trials on the deep underwater range in the Sound of Raasay
between Applecross and the islands of Skye and Raasay. This is a very
testing area for any navigator, let alone a novice, with many sea lochs, is-
lands, rocks, narrow passages with racing currents and tide rips and often
unpleasant weather. One could easily be tripped up by unexpected chang-
es in the wind or currents. Sometimes we were required to enter narrow
sea lochs and tortuous passages between islands. There were a few near
misses with rocks, fishermen and the like! It was exhausting. | was learn-
ing the ropes under close scrutiny from the crew whose safety lay partly in
my hands. The scenery of the Sound and Lochs Carron and Torridon was
glorious but for several days | didn’t even notice it. | was on the bridge 18
hours a day, snatching snacks when | could and learning by mistakes!
When | got to bed, | struggled to sleep because | was replaying it all in my
mind, cold sweats and all.

One evening, in fading light, we approached the entrance to Loch Ailsh, the
notoriously difficult Kyle of Loch Ailsh between Skye and the mainland. |
had confidently identified my headmark, told the Captain so and we kept
going. Somewhat disconcertingly, | found myself continuously altering
course; | glanced at the Captain but he was sitting quietly, seemingly con-

'Once again, free tutorials on Astro-Navigation over a drink are available! This skill is being re-introduced to cope
with the great vulnerability of GPS.



tent, yet alert. Then | discovered the problem. The headmark | was using
wasn't the farm building on the chart; it was a large bull slowly “Roamin’ in
the gloamin™ across the heather. | nervously told the Captain. He didn’t ex-
plode but said quite calmly “Next time you’re lost, stop the ship until you’ve
found yourself’ — another good lesson in life. When | had found the real
headmark we carried on and got safely through. | realised that the Captain,
who was familiar with these waters, knew exactly where we were and let me
carry on in order to learn an important lesson — something | copied years
later when in command of ships myself.

That night, in between being called to the bridge several times to help the
Officer of the Watch, | tossed and turned, wondering if the job was beyond
me. | even thought about escaping, but fortunately there was no way off.

Not long afterwards | was doing all parts of my job with confidence, enjoy-
ment and the Captain’s trust as we literally sailed the world’s oceans from
Brazil to Japan. Another lesson learnt — never give up. | was lucky to have a
boss who accepted his own responsibilities and trusted, encouraged and
taught his people to do their best. Nothing breeds loyalty upwards more than
loyalty downwards, whatever the organisation.

Jeremy Blackham

A Belated Christmas Message

"Twas the night before Christmas and all round the house

The only sound that was heard was a little white mouse.

Tickle was stirring from his hole in the stairs

A happy little man with no worries or cares.

He went on adventures with a crow and a frog

Whom Tickle had met whilst perched on a log.

The lights on the trees and decorations hung,

The Christmas season had finally begun.

Presents for the family all wrapped under the tree,

A happy and peaceful Christmas is sent to you from me
And a Happy New Year.

Perrin Ellis



MICHAEL OLIVER

FENCING AND GATES

ALL ASPECTS SUPPLIED ERECTED REPAIRED
ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED
Arches pergolas trellis paving paths footbridges raised beds log stores

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED
Including drainage and all types of edging

MINI DIGGER TO: CLEAN SMALL DITCHES TRENCHES DRAINAGE
HOLES AUGERED ~ CONCRETE BREAKING ~ AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE

HOME: 01986 798129 MOBILE: 07946 714291
EMAIL:michael700o0liver@btinternet.com

Linstead Farm & Garden

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc

STIHL VIKING MOUNTFIELD COUNTAX STIGA

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986
785272 or email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com




Cratfield Parish Council

Please help clean & tidy up your village

Cratfield Parish Council has now purchased litter
picking equipment which can be borrowed anytime.

Your support would be greatly appreciated!
If you would like to litter pick please contact:
Clir Gloria Steward Tel: 07791 515 016 - collect in village

Clir Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187 350 - collect from Silverleys Green

Gates Lodge Seli Catering

o Luxury Grade 2 Listed Accommodation
o Fully Equiped
o 4 star Detached Cart-Lodge & Stable
Farmland views
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ

01379-586166
www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com
www.gateslodge.co.uk
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CHIM NEY SWEEP

STRADBROKE 01379 388908 ﬁ ‘
FULLY CERTIFIED el o
INSURANCE APPROVED ,‘// "
TONY HALES SN \
BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE [

Doniforgert to-book your lucky sweep for weddings:

Pike’s Paws
? Home Boarding for Dogs

* Safe family environment

0 a 0 * 3 Acre organic small-holding

* From holiday stays to day care
Plke S PaWS * Fully insured and Licensed
OakTree Cottage, Cratfield Road

Huntingfield, Suffolk, P19 0QB

Oak Tree COttage Pikespaws(@yahoo.co.uk
01986 798310 I Fcbook ikespams

8




Stories from a Family Tree:
Frederick Weight (1828 — 1901) - Episode 3

Recap: After an arduous emigration to America, the birth of an infant son, and
joining a 4 month wagon train crossing of the plains to Salt Lake City, Charlotte
Weight died 5 weeks later aged just 23. Frederick wrote, “There she lay dead in the
midst of strangers and there was | without one cent of money with which to bury
her.” The year was 1852.

Frederick’s employer (the Public Works) allowed him $5.00 with which to buy his
wife’s burial clothes and a carpenter there made her casket for $9.00. Charlotte
was buried in Salt Lake Graveyard: they had been married for just 2 years.
Frederick’s life was interspersed with periods of acute poverty and this was one of
them: he paid a Sister to look after his young boy, using his dead wife’s clothes as
currency. His accommodation arrangements were also basic to say the least: he
had eating arrangements in a house, but had to sleep outside in his wagon. It was
a hard winter and he writes of “sleeping on a corn husk bed and a thin, worn out old
wagon cover. Many a night | crept into bed almost frozen, the snow being on it
when | retired...”

Frederick’s first winter in Utah lasted from 8" November until the following April, but
occasional musical work brought in a few extra dollars, before he retired to his
freezing bed: he also helped to start theatrical productions in Salt Lake City. By
springtime, he had saved enough to buy a plot of land and, over time, he built his
own house on it. After a brief courtship, he married Mary Millns in January, 1854.
Later that year, he had visitors from England: his mother, his brother Martin and
wife, and his sister Amelia came to stay — but after only 3 weeks, his brother fell ill
and died. 3 months later, Martin’s wife gave birth to a son.

In November 1856, Frederick and family left Salt Lake City to go to Springville (55
miles to the south), joining the first pioneer families there, who, like him, had
crossed the plains from the east. He was appointed choir leader, an office he held
for 25 years. Frederick wrote: “| took up my plastering tools and plastered hundreds
of houses in Springville. | worked on public roads, schoolhouses and made water
ditches in the fields. | have done as much as any one man, in helping to build
Springville. | was here during the great move of the Mormons from Salt Lake City in
1858, when the U.S. army came into the valley and the Mormons fled from their
homes to southern settlements for refuge and safety.” Things appeared to be
looking up, for Frederick had, by now, acquired 11 acres, some farming tools and,
with his boys, was producing his own bread and potatoes.

In his memoirs, Frederick wrote: “In 1865, | entered into the principle of Polygamy
and took another wife according to my belief in the religion that | embraced —
Elizabeth Bocock by name.” He then says, “There are many things in this double
life to put up with, which are not so pleasant. Yet | believe it to be a commandment
of God.” He continues, “My two families lived on the same Iot in separate houses
for over 6 years. | then bought a place with 7 acres of land, built a house and
moved my second wife and children into it. It was a mile and a quarter from one
house to the other and | stayed with my families week about, for 17 years, making
some 6,000 miles of walking in that time.”

“My wife, Elizabeth, has borne nine children to me, four of whom are now dead, two



having died 12 hours apart — a boy aged six and a girl aged four. We held a double
funeral. A year later, we buried another boy aged ten. | shall never forget the feelings
| had upon returning home from the funeral, not seeing them around the house nor
outside as | had been used to. Oh! | cannot describe the feelings | had.”

Frederick was desperately unhappy: he was mourning the loss of his children, he
once again had struck poverty, there were family problems with his first wife, Mary
(“We did not live happily for more than 21 years of our married life.”) - and he
sometimes “walked the streets all night crying.”

In 1887, the Edmunds Act was passed, making polygamy unlawful. Frederick wrote,
“They were after every man the¥ could find who had more than one wife. Sure
enough, at about 5.00am on 26™ April, two marshalls appeared at my door to arrest
me and take me to the county jail.”

Portrait of polygamists in prison, at the Utah Penitentiary, in 1889, arrested under the
Edmunds Act.
More next month...
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GOT A DRIP?
Need a plumber?
40 years experience.

Water filters and softeners

Heating and plumbing @
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Locally based /ﬁ Would you like

Call Derek 07971 007846 .
email: an attractl.ve

Dcknight67 @yahoo.co.uk garden, or a productive

vegetable patch, but lack the

time, energy or experience?

CHARLES GLENNON Then call Gary Kimpton Garden
AERIAL & SATELLITE Services for expert advice and

practical help in your garden.

INSTALLATION & REPAIRS Please telephone 07913814176 for
AUDIO « VISUAL - CCTV - WIFI a prompt response.

01728 603376

07786 363 832

Four Star Rated
Whipple Tree Cottage
Bell Green, Cratfield

This carefully restored timbered former stable and hayloft includes 1 x double, 1 x
twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs.

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy
wheelchair access. Pretty cottage garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for
two cars.

For bookings apply to:

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green Cottage, Cratfield,
Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE — JANUARY 2021

THE BIG CRATFIELD CHRISTMAS BRUNCH — Sunday 13"
December - POSTPONED

Many thanks to everyone who had booked, we sold out of tables very
quickly and even had a reserve list within a week! Despite all the hard
work researching how the event could be run it was disappointing to
find after lockdown we were to be in ‘Tier 2’ and the updated
government guidelines accompanying that meant the ‘rule of 6’ no
longer applied, so we could not have mixed tables from different
households. We looked into the number of tables / attendees and
permutations of layouts but there was no other option to postpone for
the moment.

To everyone who booked and went onto the ‘reserve’ list — we will let
you know as soon as we are able to host this event again - you will
have first refusal for a table (whoever thought 'priority booking' would
come to Cratffield!).

Village Hall AGM -

The Village Hall AGM and following committee meeting was held on
Wednesday 16™ December- via Zoom (a first for quite a few!) - almost
like a séance with plenty of ‘Elizabeth we can hear you - can you hear
us?’ and ‘Fred we can hear you but cannot see you’ — despite only a
few minor technical hitches everything was covered in record time —
thanks to all the committee members (and any family members that
assisted technology wise!)

Robert King has stepped down and we thank him for all his help and
hard work whilst on the committee. Robert was instrumental in looking
into options for installing a sound deadening solution to the village hall
and personally went to great lengths to research all the options, gather
quotes and oversee the installation of the sound deadening earlier this
year.

Village Hall Flower Bed —

We are aware the flower bed has become quite an eyesore in the past
few years and the decision has been made to clear it back and start
again. Having taken a lot of advice from local nurseries, growers and
garden experts we have a low maintenance scheme ready to be
installed in the early months of next year.
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Suffolk Accident Rescue Service (SARS) is a voluntary emergency %A R(S‘
medical charity operational around Suffolk and its border areas. SARS
volunteers are specialists in prehospital care and include anaesthetists,
consultants in emergency medicine and critical care paramedics. They
carry equipment and drugs not normally found on frontline ambulances
and can undertake advanced procedures at the scene of an incident,
which are not normally possible outside the hospital environment. These o
can be truly lifesaving interventions. Since 1972, SARS clinicians have DpNT RS
helped thousands of patients and saved countless lives. SARS receives no central
government funding and relies on voluntary donations to support its work.
Earlier this year SARS celebrated its 48" year of emergency medical responding across
Suffolk and the East of England region. We passed this important milestone in the midst of
one of the most challenging situations that we have faced in our long history. The COVID-19
outbreak has had a significant impact across the region and all our clinicians have been
engaged in helping combat the virus. Once the threat of the virus became apparent, SARS
took immediate steps to source additional PPE to protect the welfare of our clinicians and the
patients they treat. We are very grateful to all the local councils, businesses and other groups
who helped us achieve this objective.
Our second team vehicle SMED26 was launched at the start of August with the help of a grant
from the HELP Appeal and the British Association of Immediate Care. The new vehicle is a
Volvo XC90 and will add to our current team resource SMED20. The new rapid response
vehicle is a vital bit of infrastructure which will enable us to run more team shifts, help more
patients and increase the amount of coverage we are able to offer across Suffolk.
SARS is on course to respond to over 300 requests for critical care assistance across the
region this year. In a significant amount of these incidents we will be the first medical resource
on scene, a speed of response which is vital for time-critical patients and illustrates the benefit
of our locally-based critical care resources.
Our charity has traditionally run on a relatively low level of income due to the generosity and
commitment of our wonderful clinicians who give up their time and provide their skills without
charge. This ‘donation’ of time equates to many hundreds-of-thousands of pounds each year,
and the benefit that SARS clinicians can bring to a patient in terms of life-saving interventions,
relief from pain and quicker recovery times is immeasurable. The fact that they continue to do
this even in the midst of a pandemic is not only a testament to their bravery and commitment
but also a recognition of the benefit they know they can offer these critically ill patients.
Join the SARS 999 Lottery

Help save lives in and around Suffolk
Please help support our work by signing up to the SARS 999 Lottery. For as little as £1 a
week you could win up to £25,000 while helping save local lives.

1S
O
e

To sign up please visit: https://lwww.sars999.org.uk/lottery/

Alternatively, please take a look at our website for more information: www.sars999.org.uk
Or you can get in touch via email admin@sars999.org.uk or phone 01359 244186

Join us on social media - follow us, like, share or retweet.
Help raise awareness of our cause by promoting us to your social networks.

sarsh

suffolkaccidentrescueservice @
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D. M. BULLOCK
GENERAL BUILDER
All building work undertaken

Extensions
New Build Renovations
Patios Brickwork
Plastering
Carpentry
Ceramic Tiling

Mobile: 07766 063601

R. Gritton

Professional Decorators

High Quality, reliable
service for all your
interior and exterior
requirements

Telephone: 01379
586768

Mobile: 07766 982600

G'atﬁeld Bee »

Quality Home Produced Beef
A large selection of fresh & frozen beef
readily available
Come and visit the Cratfield beef stand
at Halesworth produce market every
second Saturday of each month
A full price list is available on request.
Further details from Lotty 01986
798099

orders@cratfieldbeef.co.uk

Y HILLCREST

',;_{ ,\ /‘: h\

o MOT

[ Servicing

[ Repairs

[ Diagnostics

. All makes welcome

U Land Rover Specialists

All mechanical work guaranteed for 12
months or 12,000 miles

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668




LOCAL SPRING HONEY FOR SALE

PAINTING AND

DECORATING
INTERIOR AND % b IARS 550

EXTERIOR % Ib JARS £3.00

OR 17 oz TASTER JARS ONLY £1.00

FOR A CONSC I ENTIOUS) RELIABLE PLEASE CALL ON 07900 187350 RICHARD AT SILVER-
SERVICE LEYS GREEN

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE IF YOU ARE SELF ISOLATING, WE ARE HAPPY TO MAKE
PAU L GO D DA RD LOCAL DELIVERIES FOR :%L,{,:S ENJOY THIS DELICIOUS

Tel: 01986 784594
paul@pablo101.plus.com *

Reliable, helpful, honest and local!
Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 1

]P’elte S

PC, laptops, tablets and phones. |

!(C<o>1nn1]p>1unt<e>1r NO FIX NO FEE. :
|

'Q o Tel: 07758076177 or 01986888505 .
| Services pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk |
i WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk |

Laxfield Pre-School

£y
)

Framlingham Road, Laxfield. IP13 8HD
Sessions available 8.30am -3.30pm

term time only for Babies/Children pauﬂ&@ibk A.uppﬂm
Oged émths - 5 rs. b Mobile fishmonger
SFundmg available subJecf to criteria). ¥ Door to Door sales

Iease call Lizzie on 01986 798091 or | o) 07881 686282
email | : Email : pmg@grifffleet7 177 plus.com
at: office.laxfieldpreschool@gmail .com e




Silverleys Green 14.15 -14.3
The Poacher 14.45-14.55

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays:

3rd December 1st and 29th

2020 Mobile Library Dates

May 19th, June 16th, July 14th, August 11th, September 8th, October 6th, November

4

T.W. Tree and Gardening

Services
All aspects of tree surgery

I Hedges trimmed, rough areas
a strimmed, garden rubbish cleared

Tel: 01986 798928
Mob: 07787 753525

BOOTY BUILDERS
LAXFIELD

*kkkx

For all types of
building work

*kkkk

Contact Terry
01986 798753
Or 07889 116448

D.C. PATRICK

26 Market Plkace, Halesworth
YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES

WEEK

TELEPHONE 01986 875229

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A

|

é({gl\_ «
de

N

Then let me doit! Reasonable rates, | can

Do you hate ironing?

collect and deliver.

Existing customers in Cratfield.
Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or
01986 873729
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Midwinter Light

Late lies the wintry sun a-bed,

A frosty, fiery sleepy-head;
Blinks but an hour or two,; and then,
A blood-red orange, sets again.
Robert Louis Stevenson

Around the middle of winter, the days are short. Scarcely has the day raised its
head and looked around a bit, than it seems that it puts its head back under the
cover of the dark. The slightest glimmer or gleam of brightness is welcome. We are
grateful for a lit candle, the glow of burning logs and our twinkling Christmas tree.
Outdoors there are the lights from cheery Cratfield houses illuminated for
Christmas — and the Nativity Star shining from the tower of St Mary’s Church.
Sometimes days have been so damp and drear that there seemed to be no light at
all. But, even in the depths of midwinter there still is light. The sun can shine out
still. We have had glorious visits to Southwold beach — where the sunlight could
almost deceive you that you are in full summer — except for the temperature and
the long, long shadows that accompany us.

Plenty of water has poured down on us this winter; and water, as Cratfieldians
know, lingers for a long time in clay country. Negotiating Tong Lane became so
slippy, sticky, slidy and tortuous that we vowed to avoid it until it has dried out.
Standing water on farmland turns some of the fields into networks of what look like
ponds, rivers, and lakes. Puddles, ponds, and stretches of river gleam on the
surface of every road. This liquid world mirrors the light from above in all its variety
— revealing to the onlooker a fragmented portrait of the vast midwinter sky.

Light falls on the bronze scales of beech leaves and on the matt red points of the
berries clinging to the bare hawthorns. Lichen paints the twisted branches of
bushes and trees pale green. Our Suffolk skies, despite the shorter days, continue
their constant changes. For a while, the sky is a safe, smooth milky wash; then you
look up and see swirling clouds of lowering black backlit by glaring sun. The many
moods of wintry weather — sullen and dull or flashing and gleaming — play
themselves out above us. One late afternoon the whole sky had metamorphosed
into the ceiling of a gargantuan baroque church — pink, grey and blue marbled
clouds chased with the glittering gold leaf of sunlight. It would have come as no
surprise to see singing angels and cherubim with trumpets suspended there.

The days of midwinter are short, but light is still with us in some form. Midwinter
light can catch us by surprise, it ignites the scene with more drama than summer
light because it falls on a world that is often iron grey.

Taking a walk at this time of year gives you a chance to sample midwinter light in
all its forms. And best of all, better than any light from the sky in this dark uncertain
time, is the brightness that comes from greeting friends in the road. Even a little
human contact, at this dark time of a dark season, can fill us with brightness.

A Happy New Year to everyone and may the Year to come be filled with light for us
all!

Nigel Cousins
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CHILDREN'S PLAYING AREA

The temporary closure of the playing area as lifted and the new shelter
installed in November with additional finishing work to the building done in
early December. There have been a number of appreciative comments:
one was particularly pleasing, “the children really like it!”. Several people
have suggested that it could be good meeting place for a chat!

The building can still be used as a shelter to wait for the school bus when
the weather is inclement. Groundwork and landscaping is planned to be
done in the immediate surrounding area; this will include additional fencing;
renewing the hard standing and moving but retaining the metal gate and
railings. This work is planned for early spring 2021. When all is completed
we hope to have provided a much improved facility for the village.

The new Playing Area Shelter was kindly paid for by grant from The
Heveningham Hall Country Fair Trust.

Cratfield Parish Council
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Cratfield Parish Council

Meeting Dates 2021

Tuesday 12th January 2021 at 7.30pm

Tuesday 9th March 2021 at 7.30pm

Tuesday 11th May 2021 at 7.30pm — APM & AGM
Tuesday 13th July 2021 at 7.30pm

Tuesday 14th September 2021 at 7.30pm

Tuesday 9th November 2021 at 7.30pm

The Planning meetings are arranged as and when required.

The meeting’s agenda is displayed 3 days before the meeting on the

noticeboards & website: www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net

The meetings are currently held via Zoom (until further notice)
or in the village hall.

For further details contact the Clerk email: cratfieldpc@gmail.com

All Parishioners Welcome!

We are your local oiltank installer established since

[I‘ ank Does your Oil Tank need replacing?

hange 1989 with over 16,000 installationsto date
Limited

- New oil tank installations, relocationsand servicing

. Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks

. KingspanTitan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in stock
. OFTEC registered

. KingspanTitan Accredited

. Fullyinsured

. Parish magazine discount

. Free surveys

Tel. 01449781210
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk
www.tankchange.co.uk

Kingiban- a
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HORSE & GARDEN

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth

01986 873484 open 9-5.00 pm
Monday — Saturday

Everything for horse and rider.
Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs,
wellingtons, workwear, country

clothing, gift tokens and much

more

ACORN FOOT HEALTH

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci,
PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP

FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT
HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses,
fungal Infection, corns, nail cutting, bunions
and Foot Care for diabetics.

Foot health checks and all nail conditions.
For an appointment
Tel. 01379 384873 Mob. 07724 073328

Email: griffithstwo@aol.com

Some evening appointments available

MAN & MACHINE

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE — REASONABLE RATES.

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE
SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH.

FOR SALE SAWN TIMBER OF DIFFERENT SIZES & TELEGRAPH.
ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN. TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED.
CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132 MOBILE 07966 725001

YEW TREE COTTAGE, MARYS LANE, HUNTINGFIELD, IP19 0QW.
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LAMB MEAT
Welsh Mountain Badger Faced
(from the uplands of Cratfield)

All meat is at present
jointed & frozen
Available 1/2, 1/4

lambs or individual
cuts

Traditional
breed and you
can taste the
difference!

For further details contact tonybateson@live.co.uk

Or Tony & Kerry on
01986 785 274 or
07787 522 313

FRESSINGFIELD STORES

YOUR FRESH AND LOCAL VILLAGE STORE

NEW * 3 Weekly Special Offers

‘INDEPENDENT’ % Off-Licence,
RANGE OF Dry Cleaning,

OWN BRAND Gas & Coal
SPECIAL % Open 7 Days a Week
VALUE until 8pm

INDE
PEND GOODS (Sunday 6pm)

0 01379 588188
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The Rectory, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield

Dear friends,

The winter of 1836 was particularly bad in Suffolk. It started snowing two
days before Christmas, and continued for nearly a week, putting a stop to
all business. Some villages in Suffolk were completely isolated for six days.
There was a strong NE wind which laid the high land bare and gorged the
narrow roads and valleys with snow. Between Yoxford and Halesworth the
drifts, in some places, were from 15 to twenty feet high. Two days after
Christmas the coach from Ipswich to Yarmouth tried to make the journey.
Nine horses were attached to it but its progress was slow. At Yoxford it
became so entrenched as it could not move and had to be abandoned.

There was no communication between west and east Suffolk from
Christmas to New Years eve. Communication only being restored when a
man on a horse managed to get through. Men working in gangs of 20 — 30
tried to keep sections of road open.

The post was entirely disorganised. The guard of the Yarmouth mail coach
had a perilous journey. Finding it impossible to proceed with the coach, he
exchanged this for a post-chaise. In some places the snow was too much
even for this and the guard had to unhitch his horse and ride that carrying
the post bags on his back. He arrived in Woodbridge sixteen hours late,
much fatigued and bruised from many tumbles.

It must have been hellish for our ancestors trying to survive such a winter
that seemed to have no let up. But they did survive and did not give up.
We have just lived through the worst year ever with disruption, lock downs,
businesses failing, hospital full to overflowing. We have however come
through it, or at least survived so far. We must have faith that all will be
well to believe that God will not abandon us but be with us every step. The
people of Suffolk in 1836 believed in God’s love and the promise of Spring.
We too can believe in God’s love and the promise of a vaccine to come.
Let us therefore believe and trust that this year 2021 will be a new
beginning and that we will be free to live our lives once more.

David
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St. Mary's Church Services — January 2021

Sunday Sunday Sunay
10th 17th 24th
6.00pm 9.00am 9.00am
Evensong Village Worship Holy Communion
DB CM DM
Sidesperson Sidesperson Sidesperson
D. Peacock M. Thompson M. Thompson
Reader Reader Reader
M. Powell P. Baker D. Peacock
Genesis 1:1-5 1 Samuel 3:1-10 Genesis 14:17-20
Acts 19:1-7 Revelation 5:1-10 Revelation 19:6-10
Mark 1:4-11 John 1:43-end John 2:1-11

The above services will take place if
GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS ALLOW

Please check the notice board

Masks must be worn at all services

PIE BANK

We don't know what restrictions the winter will bring so it would be
good to have some pies of any variety in reserve to help anyone in

the village, but particularly the elderly. We have freezer space.
Please call Margaret on 07906509302 if you could help. Thank you
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DIRECTORY:

Fressingfield
Stradbroke

Doctor’s Surgery

Local officers:

Church Rev. David Burrell

'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield
theparsnips@googlemail.com

Church Wardens:

Andy Edmunds

Lay Elder for Cratfield - Margaret Thompson
Parish Council - Lotty Barbour

PC Clerk Sally Chapman

PC Website

Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator - Nick Eade

Village Hall:

Chair Person - Natalie Lloyd-Evans

Vice Chair - Richard Turberville

Bookings - Jo Nunn

Laxfield School Head of School- Mrs Minns
Nova Group - Heather Hargood

Magazine Editors:

Sue Eade, Cranes Cottage, Cratfield, IP19 OBN
suecratmag@aol.com

Treasurer - Graham Nixey

Production Manager -

Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cratfield, IP19 0BS
peter-sparrow@outlook.com

All information must arrive by 20™ of the month.

Advertising rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8;

flyer £10.
Please contact Sue, Graham or Peter for more information
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01379 586 227
01379 384 220

01986 798 136

01986 798523
07906 509302
01986 798099
01379 855486

www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net

01986 798725

01986 798790
01986 798346
01986 799181
01986 798344
01986 798180

01986 798725

07748 907099

01986 888505



