


RIP
Margaret Thompson

Our deepest sympathy and condolences go to lan on the loss of Margaret
who passed away on January 11" after a difficult illness.

One of Margaret’s main aims in life was to quietly offer help and support
where needed and to promote community spirit within the village. She
gathered people together for social purposes and for fund raising events, be
it for the church, charities or international crises. This, with lan’s backing and
willing helpers, was successfully achieved on so many occasions, Christmas
Fairs, an Auction of promises, the Swing Band, Nativity productions, coffee
mornings to mention but few.

Margaret will be deeply missed by all whose lives she touched.

Margaret’s burial will take place at St. Mary’s Church, Cratfield on Monday
February 2™ at 12 noon, afterwards hot food at the Fressmgﬂeld Baptist
Chapel, (School Road, Fressingfield IP21 5RU) followed by a service celebrating
her life.

All welcome, no dress code or flowers.

There will be a collection for one of the charities Margaret and lan supported.

New Year Update from Fressingfield Medical Centre:

Dr Jim Morris, who has worked at Fressingfield Medical Centre for almost 28 years, is
retiring at the end of March 2026 and Dr Henry Johnson has joined us.

Dr Johnson grew up in Suffolk and after training in Dublin and working in London and
Kent, he has relocated back to Suffolk with his young family.

Once Dr Johnson is settled, Dr Morris' patients will be moved over to Dr Johnson, as
their named GP and we will contact affected patients when this happens. Dr Morris
will continue working with us for a couple of days a week for the next few months to
ensure a smooth transition to Dr Johnson.

We would love to collate some thoughts, memories, stories, pictures and well wishes
for Dr Morris for a memory book. To celebrate his career and contribution to us and
our community.

Please hand to reception at either Stradbroke and Fressindfield, or drop anything
through the door or post, for the attention of Clare Good, Practice Manager.
Alternatively, please go to the link on the front page of our website and complete the
form there.

We need to have any thoughts by the end of February, to allow us time to collate
through March. Thank you.



Soup Lunch

at Cratfield Village Hall

Thursday 19th February

12 noon to 2pm

Come along and enjoy a
warm bowl of soup,
bread and tea and cake

Yy, All welcome!

()
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Lotty Barbour will be bringing along a selection of Cratfield Beef
for sale at the Soup Lunch
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Village Plant/Garden Sale

A few brave daffs are showing their heads and birds are flitting pur-
posefully in and out of the hedgerows. Whether that's a good strate-
gy remains to be seen. However, the gardening year is definitely
turning and this is a reminder that we are planning our Village Hall
garden table top sale in June. We're asking everyone who can to
grow a plant or six, to help produce a wide range of flowers, shrubs,
fruit and veg plants for sale. Funds will go to the village hall, but it's
a great opportunity to buy something new for your own garden at
reasonable cost. As always, the event will involve cake.

We also plan to have a Garden bric-a-brac stall so any good quality stuff
you no longer want - terracotta, bygones, old watering cans or that six
foot carved angel you brought back from the salvage yard... if you no long-
er want it and think someone else might, please let me know.

| can be contacted via the Village Hall email address
at cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com.

Natalie

BUNTING RETURNS

'We’re back at the Village Hall on the 7th March 2026 (2.00pm —

5.00pm) to continue our bunting making! Whether you're a cutter, sewer,
pinner or iron-er, there’s a job for everyone! We will be adding to the fabu-
lous bunting lengths we made in November, ensuring we have plenty for all
future Village Hall events.

We had such a wonderful afternoon last time, and it would be fantastic to
see everyone who joined us before, along with as many new, enthusiastic
crafters as possible, to help finish what we started.

As with everything Cratfield, tea, coffee, cake and a glass of Prosecco to
round off the afternoon.

Please email Caroline Hay Davison at c.hay-davison@sky.com just so we
know how many cakes to make!”
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ACROSS

Grate trouble? (6)

Entrance of one distinctly indignant Morse is chief
(4)

Without Lincolnshire, perhaps, it's naught (3,1,7)
In that place, singly; doubly is soothing (3)

Being French, she loses energy at length (3)

5
6

Knit: look, purls are not OK when these light up (4-3)7

Manhandle map awkwardly, essentially (3)
Cleaner not right for brew (3)

Chief uncertainty declared to be cause for retreat
{7

Prosecute fourth, seventh, and ninth (3)

The Spanish French end is petite (5)

Addict under sway is a definite case (3,3,4)

Pronounced shock can last some time (4)
Dealt regularly in eternal dread (6)
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17
19
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22

DOWN
Generate from the best sheep (5,2)
Extent of what is embraced by holier angels (5)

Pete trod roundabout, having done trifling tasks
Splatter plaster (4)

Exotic Eastern state is as close as can be (7)
Setter with large whine (4)

Braid also constitutes simple vessel (3)

Covert action to loiter in old city (8)

Filed or soundly dampened (7)

Irritated by the dreadfully anodyne (7)
Especially arising from what primarily has charm
under siege (4)

On the contrary, unneeded affection embodies
what has paled (5)

The littlest lost its head and went dark (4]



MICHAEL OLIVER

FENCING AND GATES

ALL ASPECTS SUPPLIED ERECTED REPAIRED
ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED
Arches pergolas trellis paving paths footbridges raised beds log stores

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED
Including drainage and all types of edging

MINI DIGGER TO: CLEAN SMALL DITCHES TRENCHES DRAINAGE
HOLES AUGERED ~ CONCRETE BREAKING  AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE

HOME: 01986 798129 MOBILE: 07946 714291
EMAIL:michael7000liver@btinternet.com

Linstead Farm & Garden

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc

STIHL VIKING MOUNTFIELD COUNTAX STIGA

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986
785272 or email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com




o Cratfield Parish
Council

Please help keep your village clean &
tidy
Cratfield Parish Council has litter
picking equipment which can be
LITTER PICK borrowed anytime.
Your help & support would be greatly

appreciated!
If you would like to litter pick please contact:
Cllr Dan Elford Tel: 07870 462189 - Village collection
Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187350 - Silverleys Green collection

SHAUN CHAMBERS Ve

TRADITIONAL WINDOW CLEANER
EST. 2001
CALL
07947 860628
FOR A QUOTE

J. FELTON=

CHIMNEY SWEEP

CLEAN & FRIENDLY SERVICE FULLY INSURED
SMOKE TESTS INSURANCE CERTIFICATES
CCTV INSPECTIONS COMPETITIVE RATES

PLEASE CALL 01986 799175 @

REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS




We aim to please..........

In my day, naval guns had three main roles — naval bombardment in support of
operations ashore, anti-aircraft fire and surface fire. Of the three, surface firings
were the most satisfying to exercise - plenty of noise and the smell of cordite, a
reasonable chance of seeing the target (usually nine to ten miles away) and even
better the possibility of seeing the target hit. Most frigates and destroyers of that
period1 had guns of 4.5-inch calibre, compared to the 15-inch guns of WW2 battle-
ships.

In the spring of 1979, HMS Ashanti was taking part in large scale, multi-ship exer-
cises for around ten days, 100 miles or so off the coast of Morocco. We were
scheduled early one morning for a surface shoot practice against a radar-enhanced
target, towed by a tug about 1000 yards ahead of the target. Our little fleet was
fairly well scattered across the West Atlantic and, in those pre-GPS days, it was
sometimes difficult to know exactly where you were, or where the other ships were,
particularly since it tended to be very misty in the early mornings. However, in due
course, we found our tug and prepared to conduct a training shoot against a mov-
ing target at a range of about nine miles, whilst ourselves manoeuvring a little more
skittishly and realistically.

The biggest safety hazard was, of course, the risk of landing one’s shells close to a
merchant ship or civil aircraft, innocently going about their normal business. There
was a clear procedure for publishing an international warning notice in advance but
(shall we say) they were not always read attentively. Consequently, there were
other safety rules in place, including a drill immediately before opening fire in which
I, as Captain, received reports that the range was clear visually and by radar, and
the gun mounting was trained on the right target, before | gave permission to open
fire.

All this was done properly, and | gave permission to fire. The guns roared and we
congratulated ourselves when suddenly, over the radio, came a startled voice from
the tug saying “Check, check, check” — this demanded an immediate cessation of
firing and an investigation. In this case, we had straddled the tug with our first two-
gun salvo.?

This produced several interesting results. Firstly, there was soon a helicopter from
the flagship hovering over us bringing the Fleet Gunnery Officer to investigate —
demonstrating that knowing where the other ships were was not quite as difficult as
it had seemed. Secondly, we were told we were not to fire again until a dockyard
had had a look at the system. Thirdly, we had an immediate on-board investiga-
tion.

It transpired that a device called, inspiringly, “Box 10”, which was used to control
the guns in a surface shoot had a small handwheel under the Box 10 desk for man-
ual training of the gun if necessary®. It so happened that our surface gun controller
was a large man and that his knee was squashed against this handwheel. As a
result, the wheel could be turned slightly without his knowledge. On this occasion,



when the ship turned at speed and heeled over, Murphy’s Law* ensured that this
shifted the bearing of the guns by exactly the number of degrees necessary to move
the guns from the target to the tug 1000 yards ahead of it. In a way this was comfort-
ing, since it showed that our shooting was accurate - too accurate indeed! | must
admit that this reflection of mine was not too well received by the Fleet Gunnery Of-
ficer and we were banned from surface shooting until we found a smaller surface con-
troller or a lock for the handwheel. At this point the FGO, rather older and more expe-
rienced, but fortunately junior to me, left us puffing and cursing and we had an unex-
pected break before the next exercise.

| sent a signal to the Master of the tug, apologising for the error, hoping that his morn-
ing coffee had not been too disturbed, and thanking him for his assistance in helping

us to work up. A little later my own morning coffee was interrupted by the receipt of a
reply from the tug. It read “We aim to please. You aim too, please.” Sadly, we were
not given the opportunity to have another go at a surface target during this particular

series of exercises, but | am sure the FGO’s temper improved as a result.

Jeremy Blackham

1. Today’s most modern ships have 5inch guns with extended range and guided
shells.

2. The Tribal Class Frigates were the last class of ships in the RN to have two gun
turrets, one for'd and one aft. Today, although all surface combatants have guns,
their main armament is usually a mix of missiles.

3. In those days ships often had manual backup systems in case action damage
made that necessary.

4. Murphy’s Law “If something cam go wrong, it will.”

Mobile Library Dates
Silverleys Green 14.00-14.20 The Poacher 14.30-14.45

Feb 17", Mar 17, April 14", May 12", June 9", July 7%, Aug 4", Sept 1%, 29",
Oct 27", Nov 24", Dec 22",

For more information including timetables and locations visit;- suffolkcommu-
nitylibraries.co.uk/mobile-libraries




THE WOODPECKERS
FIREWOOD LTD ¢, s

Seasoned Hardwood & Kindling
Free Local Delivery

Rob: 07599025097
thewoodpeckersfirewood@gmail.com
@ The Woodpeckers Firewood ey S

w i

Suffolk Ear Care

Ear Wax Removal Specialist

Micro-suction and Water Irrigation
Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk, IP13 S8HD
With over 30 years nursing experience Lisa started Suffolk Ear Care in
2018. Offering mobile and clinic appointments at short notice. Setin 10
acres of countryside Lisa and Naomi offer an expert and tranquil local ap-
pointment. Adults and children welcome. Parking on site. Fully trained
and insured. Amazing reviews.
077 3888 5858
Lisa@suffolkearcare.co.uk
www.suffolkearcare.co.uk
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rD IPR:E
Framlingham Road, Laxfield. IP13 8HD

Sessions available 8.00am - 5.00pm
(Funding available subject to criteria)

Open all year round (Closed 2wks at
Christmas) : 6mths - 5yrs
Holiday Club available T & C’s
Call Lizzie on; 01986 798091 or email
At: office.laxfieldpreschool@gmail.com

CHARLES GLENNON

AERIAL & SATELLITE
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

AUDIO « VISUAL - CCTV - WIFI

01728 603376
07786 363 832

Grayston Arboriculture

Tree Felling . Contract Climbing

Dismantling Comrianial
Crown Lifting . Highway

Crown Reducing > Domeslio

Clearance Woodland

GRAYSTON ARBORICULTURE  * /edge Cutting 24/7 Emergency Callout
. Sorves «» Brushcutting

All Staff Are NPTC City And Guilds Trained and Qualfied working inkne with the Highest British Standards
BS3896 (2010) British Standard for Tree Work

High Compliance Company, with the highest Health and safety standards and Public Liablity Covering
£5 Million

Get In Touch For Your Free Quotation Today!
Thomas Grayston 07746525461 graystonarb@outlook.com




VILLAGE HALL UPDATE - FEBRUARY 2026

CRATFIELD POP UP PUB - Friday 6™ February

Dispel the winter blues and celebrate the lengthening days at the Cratfield
Pop Up Pub on 6™ February, 6pm-10pm at the village hall. Another excel-
lent opportunity to catch up with Cratfield neighbours and friends. There
will, naturally, be a barrel of local beer — plus a choice of wines, cider, la-
ger, soft drinks, G&T and a great atmosphere to boot. The bar accepts
card & cash payment.

Cratfield Kitchen will be at the Pop Up so give the stove a rest for the
evening! Cash only for food. The kitchen takes orders from 6.30pm so ar-
rive in good time to avoid disappointment.

INDOOR BOWLS AT THE VILLAGE HALL

There’s nothing much on the wireless or television so why not try indoor
bowling this month? Just turn up at the door and join the friendly regulars
at the village hall, 7pm, every other Tuesday (well, usually — see dates be-
low). No prior experience needed and tea and coffee (and biscuits!) are on
offer. Suggested £2 donation for use of the hall.

Dates for 2026 are:

February 3 and 17" /// March 3™, 17" and 315 /// April 14™ and 28™ ///
May 19" /// June 2™, 16™ and 30" /// July 21% ///August 4™ and 18" /// Sep-
tember 1%,15" and 29" /// October 13" and 27" /// November 17" and ///
December 8".

Village Hall Events - 2026 Dates for the Diary:

BUNTING RETURNS — Saturday 7 March

After the tremendous team effort in the autumn, the bunting marathon con-
tinues on 7" March. Come and join the fun, creating new bunting for the
Village Hall, in whichever capacity suits you best. There are opportunities
for cutters, sewers, fixers, stitchers and ironers - refreshments will be pro-
vided. This is a brilliant Cratfield effort!

CRATFIELD TALKS — Saturday 21 March - Cake for Breakfast, Lobster
for Tea

Come and join us for an insight into how the big restaurant chains success-
fully and more importantly, consistently, cater for thousands of people eve-
ry day.

Following a long career working for some of the most recognisable brands,
most of whom still have restaurants today, Caroline Hay-Davison will take
us through the menu development process from the scientific research
through to the far-flung factory visits sprinkled with anecdotes from the fun-
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ny to the slightly frustrating.
There will be an opportunity to test your own taste buds.

Please reserve your place(s) in advance by emailing cratfield-
villagehall@gmail.com and collect your tickets (cash only) on the door.
Ticket price £6 per person for a fascinating night! The bar will be open from
6pm, accepting cash and card payment. Talk starts at 7pm.

CRATFIELD ACOUSTIC SPECIAL NIGHT RETURNS - Saturday 18 April -
"Save the Date!'

After the amazing success of Acoustic Special in October 2025, we can all
look forward with great excitement to Acoustic Special Two! Again, this will
be to raise funds for St Elizabeth Hospice and the performers will all be a
surprise! Two acts already booked and a third waiting to confirm.

April 18th 2026....another absolute must for your diary!

CRATFIELD DOG SHOW 2026 — Sunday 3 May
The popular Cratfield Dog Show will return with pedigree and fun classes to

please every dog lover — and dog! Details of the day, and classes, to follow.
PLANT SHOW — Sunday 7th June

A call to all keen Cratfield gardeners! This year we will hold a village plant
sale to raise money for the on-going upkeep and maintenance of our village
hall. So please pot up those extra seedlings and maximise the use of your
propagator, ready for a fun, flora-filled day (there will, of course, be refresh-
ments!).

We also hope to run a garden “Bring and Buy” stall and welcome such items
as surplus tools working garden equipment, pots, trays, plant supports, wa-
tering cans etc. When you tidy your garden sheds and greenhouses in the
spring please keep anything you may no longer have a use for until nearer
the date.

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB — FEBRUARY WINNERS

This month’s 100 Club winners are: first prize (£15) number 32 — Carolyn
White; second prize (£10) number 23 — Andy Edmonds; and 3™ prize (£5)
number 27 — Bernice Muskett. Draw by Tom Britton. Many congratulations
to the winners!

If you have submitted a 2025-2026 100 Club form/paid your subscription
but have not yet had an acknowledgement by email/paper, please text
or call Helen on 07818046955.

VILLAGE HALL FOR HIRE! Don't forget our hall is available for hire for
a very reasonable price! For any future booking enquiries please con-

tact us on cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

13


mailto:cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

D. M. BULLOCK
GENERAL BUILDER
All building work undertaken

Extensions
New Build Renovations
Patios Brickwork
Plastering
Carpentry
Ceramic Tiling
Mobile: 07766 063601

R. Gritton

Professional
Decorators

High Quality, reliable

service for all your

interior and exterior
requirements

Telephone: 01379
586768

Mobile: 07766 982600

Quality Home Produced Beef
A large selection of fresh & frozen beef
readily available
Come and visit the Cratfield beef stand
at Halesworth produce market every
second Saturday of each month
A full price list is available on request.
Further details from Lotty 01986
798099

orders@cratfieldbeef.co.uk

[//y HILLCREST

All mechanical work guaranteed for 12

=VEHICLE SOLUTIONS

MOT

Servicing

Repairs

Diagnostics

All makes welcome

Land Rover Specialists

months or 12,000 miles
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Last month’s History Corner evoked some memories for Chrissie Kitchen:-

“Miss Smith was my teacher at Laxfield Primary School. | remember her being very
kind and gentle. At the end of each day | would look forward to her reading to us,
Miss Smith on a child’s chair and us kids cross-legged on the floor around her. |
remember her beautiful stiff petticoats, fashionable at the time, an amazing ensemble
of layers in pink, yellow and white. (A kid’s eye view from the floor! But | guess
petticoats are a thing of the past).

Miss Ethel Smith later became Mrs Sidney Ayers, Sidney was a builder from Laxfield,
their son, William, became a friend of my family.”

When | responded to Chrissie with a simple memory of my own primary
school days, she came back with another:-

“Prior to arriving in Laxfield in 1954 | had been at Kindergarten in Germany. Mum
had made me a cardigan with buttons down the front resembling British soldiers. A
girl with thick black plaits asked me to stand in front of a chest of drawers and one by
one took hold of each button and closed the drawer, hence breaking each one. | was
scared of her and did not tell anyone until my mum found the cardigan and ‘went ape’.
She ran to the Kindergarten demanding who had done this and screamed and
shouted at the girl.

My father said it was my mother’s fault for putting Soldiers (British at that) on the
cardigan so soon after the war.”

My memory is far less traumatic!:-

| went to a Catholic prep school, Notre Dame, St.Helens. Most of the staff were nuns.
Sister Loretta was retired but she ran a lovely little library where every week each
class had a reading session. There were little rugs and large cushions on the highly
polished floor, lots of books and a budgie in a cage! We could choose our own books
and read for half an hour or so. It was also seen as a privilege to be allowed to clean
out the budgie’s cage! But Sister Loretta was incredibly strict, while we queued up in
the corridor for our library time, if there was so much as a whisper, the culprit would
be discovered and spend the session standing alone in the corridor in shame. If the
Head Mistress happened to come by and see you there, well....another mortal sin to
be atoned for! However, if you were lucky enough to have your library session on a
Friday afternoon and your class had behaved in an exemplary fashion Sister Loretta
would throw sweets on the floor and we would all scrambled for them! (In those days
if you didn’t manage to grab a sweet it was just tough luck!)

I’'m sure there must be lots of memories out there. Just a snapshot of your
time at a primary school somewhere, good, bad, funny, sad. It will make
interesting reading, so come on send an email please
suecratmag@aol.com
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I T.W. Tree and Gardening BOOTY BUILDERS

Services = LAXFIELD

]
I All aspects of tree I Fkkdk
. SUrgery " For all types of
I Hedges trimmed, rough | building work

areas strimmed, garden dedededkk

rubbish cleared I Contact Terry
I . 01986 798753
]
Tel: 01986 798928 I Or 07889 116448

Mob: 07787 753525 «

D.C. PATRICK

26 Market Place, Halesworth
YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES Sl @iAJL lelpfi%

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS | Mobile fishmonger

Door to Door sales
A WEEK 07881 686282

Email : pmg@grifffleet7 177 plus.com

TELEPHONE 01986 875229

Reliable, helpful and local!
| Assistance, maintenance and repairs.

:Comlputel" PCs, laptops, tablets and phones.

I NO FIX NO FEE.

I >
ISeJl'VI.CG‘S Tel: 01986 888505



Exploring the Scottish Islands — with a collapsible bike!
Orkney Mainland (Pop. 17,805) — Part 2.

The Italian Chapel: The 550 ltalian prisoners of war

North Ronaldsay

Papay who built the causeways known as the ‘Churchill
wmrﬁ > Barriers’ (described last month) were captured in
ﬁ& North Africa and brought to Orkney in 1942. 200 of
Rousay Eday them were held at the previously uninhabited Lamb

ﬁ ° "“’ Holm (an islet included in the causeway project) and
it was agreed that a place of worship was required
for the prisoners. Two Nissen huts were placed end

- to end and from very limited materials, the prisoners
% created their own Italian chapel. The exterior is

beautiful but the interior takes your breath away: the
fsmv artistry is exquisite, with ornate metalwork and

frescoes. Plain glass has been painted to take on
the appearance of stained glass. The illusion of
masonry has been painted throughout and the

outh Ronaldsay

shape of the building altered to more resemble a church. How the Italians had
access to the myriad of paint colours required during war-time beats me, but they
also had to be incredibly creative in other areas: the altar and altar rail were
constructed from concrete left over from work on the barriers, the light holders were
made out of corned beef tins — and the baptismal font was made from a car
exhaust covered in a layer of concrete! The main ‘artist in residence’ was
Domenico Chiocchetti and he stayed on after the war to finish his newly
consecrated chapel. The Orcadians so appreciated his work that he and other ex
POWs were invited back to the island to work on a restoration programme in 1960.
He again returned in 1964, but was too ill to travel in 1992 to commemorate the
fiftieth anniversary of the POW’s arrival in Orkney. He died in 1999, but in 2014, a
special Mass
was held at
the chapel to
mark its 70th
anniversary:
during the
Mass,
Domenico’s
daughter,
Angela
Chiocchetti,
sang Panis
angelicus.
‘The Italian
Chapel’ is now
one of the
foremost
tourist
attractions in
Orkney.
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Maes Howe: As previously mentioned, Orkney is littered with prehistoric monuments.
Maes Howe, built in 2,800 BC, is Britain’s largest chambered cairn (ie Neolithic burial
monument) and its grass mound hides a complex of passages and chambers built of
crafted slabs of flagstone weighing up to 30 tons. You approach it by crouching and
awkwardly making your way down a 36’ long slab-lined tunnel, which is aligned so
that the rear wall of the central chamber is illuminated on the winter solstice. On
reaching the end of the entrance tunnel, you straighten your back and find yourself
inside a cavernous tomb, lined with vast stone slabs with huge buttresses at each
corner. You have now entered the late Stone Age! The slabs used in the construction
are immense: smaller chambers come off at the sides and these are floored and
roofed with single massive stones. Viking raiders plundered the tomb in the 12"
century, leaving behind runic graffiti: in fact, there are over 30 carved messages,
representing the largest single collection of such carvings in the world. The longest
inscription has been translated: “These runes were incised by the best runester in the
west,using the axe that Gauk Thrandilsson once owned in south Iceland.” There are
other messages that relate to conquests (not of the land invasion kind) that are
perhaps best not printed in this publication! The remains of a settlement around Maes
Howe have also been discovered, as recently as in 1986 — and a Neolithic low road
connects Maes Howe with many other historic sites... to be described in following
chapters. Prehistory seeps out of the very pores of Orkney’s islands: a fascinating
place to visit!

Inside Maes

Howe

Next month: More historic Orkney!

Andrew Weight
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Cratfield Parish Council

All meetings are held in The Village Hall, Manse Lane, Cratfield, IP19 0DJ
Meeting Dates 2026
Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30 pm — Annual Parish Meeting
& Annual Parish Council Meeting

. Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 10th November 2026 at 7.30 pm

Agendas (3 days before the meeting) are on the noticeboards & website:
www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net
Planning meetings are arranged as and when required.
~ Members of the Public are Welcome to Attend all Meetings ~
For further details contact the Clerk:
Email: clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk or Tel: 07774 734411

I‘ank Does your Oil Tank need replacing?
‘ h We are your local oiltank installer established since
ange 1989 with over 16,000 installationsto date

Limited

. New oil tank installations, relocationsand servicing

. Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks

. Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in stock
» OFTEC registered

. Kingspan Titan Accredited

. Fullyinsured

. Parish magazine discount

. Free surveys

Tel. 01449781210
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk
www.tankchange.co.uk

O o
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PAINTING AND
DECORATING

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE
SERVICE

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PAUL GODDARD
Tel: 01986 784594

paul@pablo101.plus.com

Neat Feet
Angela J Moore

Dip FH MCFHP MAFHP

Mobile Foot Healthcare
Professional

Tel 01502 565302/07900 506611
angelajane.moore@yahoo.com

MAN & MACHINE

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE — REASONABLE RATES.

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE
SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH.

FOR SALE SAWN TIMBER OF DIFFERENT SIZES & TELEGRAPH.

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN. TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED.

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION: 07966 725001
LOWER HALL FARM, MARY'S LANE, LINSTEAD MAGNA, IP19 0QN
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> Spring Workshops ...
Follow us on Instagram April 18" : Woodfire Cooking - The Ember Edition
@fireandfeastsuffolk April 19" : Woodfire Cooking - The Basics

June 5™ : Woodfire Cooking - The Basics
June 6" : Woodfire Cooking - The Ember Edition

To buy tickets and vouchers...
Visit our website:
www.fireandfeastsuffolk.co.uk
Email: judith@fireandfeastsuffolk.co.uk  |f you're looking for unique gift ideas we offer vouchers for all of
Phone/text: our workshops & events as well as summer dining & cafe

W&W
FRESSINGFIELD STORES

YOUR FRESH AND LOCAL VILLAGE STORE

N EW * 3 Weekly Special Offers

‘INDEPENDENT’ % Off-Licence,
RANGE OF Dry Cleaning,
OWN BRAND Gas & Codal

SPECIAL % Open 7 Days a Week
ANl VALUE  untiigpm
PEND

GOODS (Sunday épm)
W 01379 588188
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Letter from the Vicar

Dear Friends,

| have recently been reflecting upon my faith journey with some friends and
wondering how we might encourage others to do something similar, so
watch this space!

I must confess to living a mantra throughout my working life which says
that if | don’t learn something new every day then | might as well stay in
bed. And | do! Learn that is!! | have so many books on my desk to read at
the moment including ‘The Epic of Eden’ which is about the Old Testament
and ‘Reverberations of Good News — The Gospels in Context Then and
Now’ written by George Van Kooten. Professor George who is the Lady
Margaret’s Professor of Divinity (1502) at the University of Cambridge was
invited by Bishop Martin to give a talk to all those from across the diocese
who deliver sermons to share his research on the Gospel relevant to each
liturgical year. The last talk was in 2024 at Framlingham College when we
were preparing for the Gospel of Luke from Advent in that year. And |
realise that throughout my ongoing learning, Jesus invites us to look
beyond success, status and possessions, and to measure life by what truly
lasts. When we listen carefully to his words and interpret them through the
lens of love, we discover that following Jesus does not take life away from
us. It leads us to life in its fullest meaning.

So, what works for you? | would love to hear your story.

Prayers and blessings as we move towards Lent 2026.
Reverend Chrissie Smart — 07803 134301
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FebruaryServices Cratfield

Sunday 1st Sunday 15th
Malachi 3:1-5 Exodus 24:12-end
Hebrews 2:14-end 2 Peter 1:16-end
Luke 2:22-40 Matthew 17:1-9
9.30am 9.30am
Village Worship Holy
Communion
BENEFICE SERVICES
February 1st 8th 15th 22nd
Bedfield 10.30am 10.30am
Morning Pray- Holy Commun-
er ion
Brundish 3.00pm 11.00m
Café Church Holy Com-
munion
Laxfield 10.30am 10.30am 9.30am 6.00pm
Celtic Morning Holy Chatty Church | Hartismere
Prayer Communion House
Monk So- 11.00am 11.00am 11.00am
ham Family Service |[BCP Morning | CW Holy
Prayer Communion
Tannington 11.00am
Morning Pray-
er
Wilby 11.00am 10.30am 10.30am
Holy Commun- Village Wor- Morning Prayer
ion ship
Worling- 11.00am 11.00am 11.00am
worth Holy Commun- Let's Cele- Morning Prayer
ion brate

Should there not be a service at your local church, you will be warmly
welcomed to any sister church in the Benefice.
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DIRECTORY:

Local Officers:

Church:

Priest in Charge of the Four Rivers Benefice

Rev'd Chrissie Smart rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com 01986 743339
07803 134301

Assistant Curate Rev. Clive Mobbs 07340 838639

Parish Council:
Chairperson Lotty Barbour 01986 798099
Parish Clerk Sally Chapman
clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk

07774 734411
Parish Council Website www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

Village Hall:

Chairperson TBC
Vice Chair Jo Cerullo

01986 798656

Bookings Robert King 01986 798975
Laxfield All Saints C of E Primary School

Head of School Mrs Minns 01986 798344
Doctors’ Surgery Fressingfield 0379 586227

Stradbroke 01379 384220

Cratfield News

Editor Sue Eade 01986 798725
suecratmag@aol.com

Treasurer Graham Nixey 07748 907099
Production Manager Peter Sparrow 01986 888505

peter-sparrow@outlook.com

All information must arrive at the latest by 20" of the month
Advertising rates per annum: Full page £60, Half page £30, Quarter £20
Please contact Sue, Graham or Peter for more information.
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