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Welcome 
 
 

A very warm welcome to Pam, Nick and Zeus who recently  moved into 
Ivy Cottage.  They have already sampled the Pop-up Pub and 
Midsummer Madness and are finding walks for Zeus, so...settling in 
well.  Hope they are enjoying our Cratfield life.  More to look forward to 
below.... 
 
Many apologies for last month’s welcome, what happened between 
proof reading and printing I can’t imagine.  Gremlins!  This is what it 
should have said......... Yeah, sorry about that, quality control failure on my part. Pete 

 
A very warm welcome to ‘RED’ who has recently joined Dan, Linzi and 
Nell  He’s a very handsome boy. I’m sure Nell will be showing him the 
ropes for next year’s ‘Best Cratfield Dog’! 
And, a little belatedly, welcome also to ‘MOZZIE’ who has recently 
come to live with Rebecca, Robert and Bug.  As I haven’t seen him yet 
I can’t comment on his looks, but I’m sure he is equally loved!  Just met 
him, he’s handsome too!                
Sue (Ed.) 
 
More dog news.... 
Roxanne sadly left us and crossed the Rainbow Bridge 1st July 2025 
aged 10.  Myles a black Labrador (10 weeks) has now filled the gap 
and will soon be seen out walking in the village. 
Julie Pasque 

 
 
 

Acoustic Night 

I now have all the performers lined up for the Acoustic Night Special on 
18th October. As previously mentioned - I am not going to reveal who 
will be singing/playing - it will be a surprise so if you want to know - you 
will have to come. Suffice it to say that they are semi-pro and 
professional musicians and several of them are national/international 
musicians! All the proceeds will go to St Elizabeth Hospice. Keep an 
eye on the magazine and village posters to let you know when you can 
reserve your place - pay on the door but you MUST reserve your place 
first. Details of how to do this will follow in next months magazine.    
Paul 
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Murder at Cratfield Towers 

 
(tongue firmly in cheek) is the latest in our Cratfield Talks this October. 
 
When I’m not Natalie of Field Cottage, her with the dogs, I’m Natalie Meg 
Evans (writing historical fiction) and Kay Blythe (serving up murder 
mystery). My talk is a guide to plotting a twisty murder mystery set in a 
thoroughly Gothic country house with an entirely fictitious cast. We’ll take a 
magnifying glass to the early days of murder mystery, and I’ll share insider 
tips on building suspense, clues, and surprise endings… all without 
offending (or murdering) the neighbours. 

Join us on October 25
th
 at Cratfield Village Hall. Entry on the door is £6.00, 

with light refreshments and a bar. Bring your curiosity and perhaps your 
own murderous ideas (strictly fictional, of course). 

Book through the village hall email address: cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com 
Please use this email booking process (unless you really can’t) as this 
allows us to keep tabs on our numbers and ensures no double-bookings. 

I look forward to seeing you all… 

Or do I?   (Evil laugh) 

 

 

FRAMLINGHAM COUNTRY SHOW 

& Framlingham We Love Dogs 

16
th
 and 17

th
 August 10.00am – 5.00pm 

Framlingham College, College Road, IP13 9EY 

(free parking, dogs welcome, family friendly) 

The Framlingham Country Show has something for everybody, amazing attractions from  

Jonathan Marshall falconry on horseback, Heavy Horse Displays, Magic Shows, Circus 

Shows, Punch and Judy, Motorbike Stunt Teams, Britain’s Got Talent Dima and his dogs to 

Foodies with some fabulous cookery demonstrations on both days and amazing professional 

Chefs such as Italian Chef Claudio Boncoletto along with our Food and Drink Festival with 

over 40 small producers or our Festivals of Dogs with Charity Fun Dog Shows with over 22 

classes a day, agility, Dogs Have Got Talent and much more.  Enjoy the Living History area, 

model aeroplanes, up and coming musicians with the East Anglian Music Awards.  Also 

Gemma’s Petting Farm and Amazing Reptiles 

mailto:cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com
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HISTORY CORNER 
The Story of a Country Beer House – The Wheatsheaf, 

Ubbeston 
The Wheatsheaf c1955 by kind permission of Mike King 

 
The only known beer house in Ubbeston apparently started life in one of 
the two parish cottages on the opposite side of the B1117 to the present-
day houses: Wheatsheaf and Wheatsheaf Cottage. We can find references 
back as far as the beginning of the 19

th
 century to a beer house in one of 

the parish cottages, possibly called The ‘Trowel and Hammer’. By 1844 it 
had become ‘The Wheatsheaf’ and sold spirits for a time as well as beer. 
The local name for the establishment was ‘The Shuff’, rhyming with ‘woof’. 
Evidence points to it having moved across the road probably in the 1880s. 
It continued to be known as ‘The Wheatsheaf’ and remained as a beer 
house till closure in 1960. 
Along with many other local pubs and beer houses ‘The Wheatsheaf’ has a 
chequered history. The original premises were managed by the church 
wardens, who recorded that the parish had repaired damages to the 
building after 14 years’ lease as a beer house and newspaper reports point 
to some undesirable behaviour. ‘The Wheatsheaf Inn’ was described in 
1855 in The Suffolk Chronicle as ‘an excellent free roadside Public House 
with Blacksmith’s Shop attached, now in full trade with a Brewing Plant 
complete, and every convenience to carry on a profitable trade’. Then it 
was reported in The Halesworth Times and The East Suffolk Advertiser in 
1858 as having its license renewal refused because of misconduct on the 
part of the applicant, John Knott. The complaint was from the 
churchwarden, Mr George, objecting to the ’immorality’ of the landlord 
and also that ‘such public house was not needed in the parish’. The 
vicar, Rev R James, added that the landlord was an adulterer, who allowed 
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drunkenness in the pub on a Sunday. 
In 1861, three years later, The Suffolk Chronicle wrote that John Knott of 
Ubbeston, ‘beer house keeper’, was in trouble once again. He was fined £50 
for having in his ‘cellar, duly entered for the keeping and storing of beer, 
quantities of spirits…’ 
It would seem the church officers became anxious about the church’s  
association with drinking and misbehaviour so ‘The Wheatsheaf’ was moved 
to its new premises across the road. The old premises became a lecture 
room and the vicar in 1882 was reported as trying to inaugurate a village club 
‘in the hope of promoting the moral and social improvements of the 
working men and youths of the parish…’The various articles purchased 
for the innocent amusement of the members were exhibited – dominoes, 
draughts, solitaire, mosaic puzzles etc., together with some newspapers’. By 
1888 there was a temperance meeting and the ‘somewhat small lecture-
room of the parish was crowded with an audience of villagers to hear 
addresses on temperance…[with] an interval of ten minutes for fruit’. 
Meanwhile across the road in 1883, Framlingham Weekly News reported 
that ‘A most beneficial alteration has been made in connection with the 
postal service in this parish. Hitherto the letters have been left at the Wheat 
Sheaf beerhouse, which was considered by some of the parishioners to be a 
most unfit place to have their valuables deposited’. 
And troubles continued. In 1895 EADT reported from the Halesworth Petty 
Sessional Division, Court House, Halesworth, that there had been complaints 
about ‘the conduct of the Wheatsheaf Beerhouse at Ubbeston’. 
At the time of the Beer House’s closure in 1960 The Suffolk Chronicle & 
Mercury spoke of its quiet end: ‘At one time the Wheatsheaf had a darts club, 
but this is a thing of the past. Now the house has been closed to the public 
for the last time. The end was quiet. The last opening was on Sunday 
evening, but there was little stock to clear, for the greater part had been sold 
on Saturday night.’ Or in the words of the last publicans’ grandson, Mike 
King, ‘The pub was drank dry by the locals’. 

As a little fun because of my mistake with the printer last month and because there 

is a gap and nature abhors a vacuum… Who can figure this out? 

 

Lmjun, mnzy ymbt stkmj kotjwmx!! 

Btb, N hfs’y gjqnjaj dtz rfsflji ny, yt gj kfnw ymfy dtz jajs ywnji ny, N btzqi mfaj lnajs 

zu fkyjw ymj knwxy qtfi tk wzggnxm N yduji fx f ywnhp! 

 

Caser would have loved this, Verily! 
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Linstead Farm & Garden 
For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 

 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 
785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Cratfield Parish 
Council 

Please help keep your village clean & 
tidy 

Cratfield Parish Council has litter 
picking equipment which can be 

borrowed anytime. 
Your help & support would be greatly 

appreciated! 
If you would like to litter pick please contact: 
Cllr Dan Elford Tel: 01986 798649 - Village collection 

Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187350 - Silverleys Green collection 
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 Getting to know the Russians 
I had intended to finish these stories with the end of my regular sea-going 

life, but the Editor has told me that I have to continue, so here we are 

again. 
About two years after leaving Ark Royal, I found myself appointed in 1995 

as Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff, effectively the executive officer of the 

Navy and Admiralty Boards, head of the Naval Staff and the First Sea 

Lord’s deputy and “go-fer.” 
Now it so happened that this coincided with the collapse of the Soviet 

Union and a desire on both sides of the former Iron Curtain
1
 to reset 

relationships – a desire which sadly eventually came to nothing for which, 

in my humble opinion, both sides share the responsibility.  However, in the 

period 1992-1997, there were a number of initiatives aimed at improving 

the relationship with Russia, and visits by each nation’s warships to the 

other.  In one of these initiatives I, as Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff, 

was “detailed off” to sign an amendment to an existing international treaty 

between Russia and NATO on the avoidance of collisions between NATO 

and Russian warships exercising on the High Seas.   
So, one Sunday evening, I found myself at Heathrow waiting, with a small 

team of MoD people, in the Heathrow VIP suite to greet the Russian Rear 

Admiral, Michael Yermilov and his small staff.  We exchanged pleasantries 

in our respective languages before they were whizzed off to the Russian 

embassy for the night. 
The next day we met in a meeting room in the MoD, dressed in full fig (he 

had a lot more medals than I did), with national flags set behind the table, 

photographers poised to capture the great moment, and a first-class 

interpreter who deserves a few words.  His skill was astonishing, as the 

Admiral and I talked to each other without any concessions. He even sat 

behind us at lunch and managed to keep up with the flow of conversation 

just as if we were talking directly together.  I was absolutely bowled over by 

his ability – easily the greatest memory of the event. 
The ”treaty signing” itself was, despite the ceremonial that surrounded it 

because of our wish to make the Russians feel that we really wished to be 

friendly, not as exciting as you might think.  It concerned some sub-section 

of a paragraph in an annex, and today I cannot even remember what it was 

about, but I am sure that it was of great importance and went a long way 

towards preventing collisions at sea.  No doubt both Admiral Yermilov and I 

were sure we had saved the world. 
There followed what was always the most dangerous part of any of these 

meetings with the Russian navy.  After the lunch, vodka was served, and 
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there commenced a seemingly endless string of toasts.  Each one required 

you to empty in one the small glass of vodka in front of you which was 

immediately refilled.  Toasts were given alternately and might have gone on 

for a long time, well beyond my capacity for vodka.  It taxed one’s 

imagination to think quickly of a new toast to give, so there were sometimes 

lengthy silences between toasts, before inspiration struck.  Fortunately, 

Admiral Yermilov had to leave earlier than he might have wished to catch his 

return flight to Moscow (and doubtless to report to his embassy before 

leaving).  Whilst I was beginning to feel a little woozy, he looked spry and 

ready to continue had time allowed – he was obviously much more practiced 

at toast drinking than I was.   
This was the first of several interactions that I had with the Russian Navy (all 

of them ending with lengthy vodka toasts) during the relatively short period 

when we both tried to improve relations, before eventually Vladimir Putin 

took over in Russia.  All of them were interesting and usually jolly and 

enjoyable events.  Sadly, things eventually reverted to the cold hostility that 

preceded and followed this period.  Still in my experience, whenever sailors 

of both nations, or for that matter sailors of any nation, met together, they 

invariably found that they shared much common ground; they all shared, and 

greatly respected, the same unrelenting enemy that has always confronted 

all sailors since time began, namely the rapidly changing and sometimes 

very frightening nature of the sea itself.  I don’t suppose that this has 

changed very much, nor that it ever will. 
Jeremy Blackham 
1. There was before the USSR collapsed, a genuine iron curtain, a daunting and scary 

double fence, protected on the Soviet side by land-mined fields, guardhouses and 

surveillance towers every half mile or so, from the German Baltic coast to the Swiss 

mountains, with many Russian trained permanently on their side and on no man’s land.  It 

was intended as much to keep East Germans in as to keep NATO out. 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY DATES 

Silverleys Green 14.00-14.20    The Poacher 14.30-14.45 

August 8
th

, September 2
nd

, 20
th

, October 28
th

, November 26
th

, December 

23
rd

. 
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Micro-suction and Water Irrigation 
Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk, IP13 8HD 

With over 30 years nursing experience Lisa started Suffolk Ear Care in 
2018.  Offering mobile and clinic appointments at short notice.  Set in 10 
acres of countryside Lisa and Naomi offer an expert and tranquil local ap-
pointment.  Adults and children welcome.  Parking on site.  Fully trained 

and insured.  Amazing reviews. 
077 3888 5858 

Lisa@suffolkearcare.co.uk 
www.suffolkearcare.co.uk 

Cratfield Allotment  
to Rent 
 
CPC has a large allotment 
available 
from 1

st
 October for 

Cratfield residents 
 
For further details contact the Parish Clerk: 
Tel: 07774 734411 

or Email: clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk 

mailto:Lisa@suffolkearcare.co.uk
mailto:clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE – AUGUST 

CRATFIELD POP UP PUB  

Join us at the Cratfield Pop Up Pub.  Held the first Friday of the month 

throughout the year this is a great way to catch up with neighbours and 

friends - and meet new people from around Cratfield.  The bar stocks a 

choice of wines plus cider, soft drinks, G&T and always a barrel of 

something cheering.  There’s even food!  Why would you want to be 

anywhere else?!   

The Pop Up is a tremendous village effort and the Village Hall team are 

always happy to welcome new faces to help set up, run the bar on the 

night, clear up - or even to wash the tablecloths at the end of the evening.  

We are all volunteers and know that time is precious, but helping out is a 

great way to contribute to our lovely community as well as being (whisper 

it) fun.  If you think you can help (a bit or a lot – there is no judgement!) 

why not have a word at the bar at any of the monthly events? 

Friday 1
st

 August 6pm-10pm  

We are delighted to be featuring live music at the pop up on Friday 
1st August.  Laxfield band the Acronyms play feel good covers and 
always go down well.  Teamed with great weather (it WILL happen!) 
and a fantastic barbecue, it’s an evening not to be missed! 

Friday 5th September 6pm-10pm  

Looking forward, we have the welcome return of Oli’s Mexican night at the 
Pop Up in September - then we welcome back Cratfield Kitchen to keep us 
well fed throughout the darker months!  

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB – AUGUST WINNERS 

This month’s winners are: first prize (£15) number 90 – Sara Saunders; 

second prize (£10) number 85 – Caroline Hay-Davison; and 3
rd

 prize (£5) 

number 27 – Bernice Muskett.  Draw by D Britton.  Many congratulations to 

the winners! 

INDOOR BOWLS AT THE VILLAGE HALL – ALTERNATE TUESDAYS 

Dates for 2025: August 19
th
//September 2

nd
, 16

th
 and 30

th
//October 14

th
 and 

28
th
//November 25

th
//December 9

th
.  Come along and have a go – no 

experience needed, just have fun!  Tea and coffee available.  Suggested 

£2 donation for use of the hall.  All enquiries to Nigel 07445351861 or 

Elliott 07963676207 - or just turn up! 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:      An exciting Autumn ahead… 

CLASSIC CARS, MOTORBIKES & BREAKFAST- Sunday 14th 
September  
 
Last year's event was so successful, we're going for 'bigger and better' this 
year, doubling (at least) the number of classic cars, and inviting classic bikes 
as well. We're also extending the event by an hour (ending at 2pm), so you 
can buy that extra bacon or sausage bap you always promised yourself! 
Come to the village hall to see some stupendous machines in all their 
gleaming glory, and enjoy breakfast or brunch with your friends and 
neighbours! Tea, coffee, soft drinks and Duckhams also available! Do you (or 
does a friend) have an interesting vehicle to display? Please book early via 
cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com to reserve a place. 

 
ACOUSTIC NIGHT SPECIAL – see Page 2 
 
MURDER AT CRATFIELD TOWERS  see Page 3  

 
PLANT SHOW – 7th June 2026 - details to follow for this event next year! 

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL MEETINGS – 7pm on 14th August and 13th 

November (with Open Forum and AGM) 

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB – TIME TO RENEW! 

Subscriptions are now due for the club’s 2025/2026 season.  Don’t forget for 

just £1 a month for a year, you are in the draw to win £15, £10 or £5 prizes 

EACH MONTH.  

So fill out the forms which appeared in May’s edition of Cratfield News, text 

Helen on 07818046955 or pick up a spare form at the pop up if you have lost 

yours.  The 100 Club has benefitted the Village Hall for many years, 

contributing towards such items as the glass washer, picnic benches and 

water heaters.        Don’t forget - You have to be in it to win it!    

Village Hall for hire!  Don't forget our hall is available for hire for a very reasonable 
price!  For any future booking enquiries please contact us 
on cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com 

mailto:cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com
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     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    Renovations 

Patios   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selection of fresh & frozen beef 

readily available 

Come and visit the Cratfield beef stand 

at Halesworth produce market every 

second Saturday of each month 

A full price list is available on request.  

Further details from Lotty 01986 

798099 

orders@cratfieldbeef.co.uk 

• MOT 

• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• Diagnostics 

• All makes welcome 

• Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 

months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 

mailto:info@hillcrestvs.co.uk
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In Cratfield, I know many residents are worried about two very practical 

issues: road safety around our schools, and the lack of reliable local bus 

services. These concerns come up time and again, in my school visits, 

surgeries, coffee mornings and when I’m out knocking on doors. 

One of the most immediate concerns is the safety of our children on the 

way to and from school. Many families in Cratfield rely on nearby primary 

schools – so many of which across Suffolk Coastal are situated on or near 

busy rural roads. I’ve heard from parents and staff who are concerned 

about fast traffic, limited signage and a lack of safe places to cross, 

especially at drop-off and pick-up times. 

Working with primary schools in the constituency, I’ve launched a 

Parliamentary petition calling for a tailored road safety plan for every 

primary school in the constituency. That means looking carefully at local 

speed limits, crossings, pavement access and visibility – all informed by 

the people who know these roads best. 

Separately, I’ve just launched an online survey on local bus services. I 

know how difficult it can be in rural and coastal communities when bus 

routes are cut, services become unreliable, or timetables no longer reflect 

real life. Whether you still use the bus, used to, or want to but cannot – I 

would be really grateful if you could take a few minutes to share your 

experience. The more responses I gather, the stronger the case I can 

make for improvements – and I’m keen that we shape the solutions 

together. 

Public transport and road safety are not luxuries. Whether it’s a schoolchild 

needing a safe crossing or an older resident trying to stay independent, we 

need our services and infrastructure to work for everyone. 

You can find the bus survey on my website – details below.  

Email: jenny.riddellcarpenter.mp@parliament.uk 

Telephone: 01394 330260 

Website: www.jennyforsuffolkcoastal.org  

mailto:jenny.riddellcarpenter.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.jennyforsuffolkcoastal.org/
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BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 

building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Place, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS 

A WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 

T.W. Tree and Gardening 

Services 

All aspects of tree 

surgery 

Hedges trimmed, rough 

areas strimmed, garden 

rubbish cleared 

 

Tel: 01986 798928  

Mob: 07787 753525 

Pete’s  

Computer 

Services 

 

Reliable, helpful and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PCs, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

 

Tel: 01986 888505 
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Exploring the Scottish Islands – with a collapsible bike! 
St Kilda (Population: 0 – last inhabitants evacuated in 1930) 

Part 10: Voyage to St Kilda 
 
The Scottish Tourist 
board can work 
miracles! When my 
folding bike was 
disallowed on a flight to 
North Ronaldsway 
(Orkney’s most 
northerly island), it was 
they who arranged for 
me to meet a farmer at 
the airport who was 
lending me his wife’s 

bicycle for the day! When I called them about getting to the hard-to-reach St Kilda, I 
was told, “You need Murdo.” “Murdo?” “He runs the MV Cuma. He advertises in 
BBC Wildlife magazine. Get yourself a copy!” And so an itinerary was planned: I 
revisited several islands I’d seen before and the climax of my trip was to be 
spending a few days on wondrous St Kilda. With a couple of days to go, and 
already visiting the islands, I called Murdo just to make sure that all was in place. 
“Oh, no...” he said quite casually... and then described how I was going to be joined 
on my trip by a local band (regarded, locally, as ‘celebrities’) but they, and their 
retinue, had pulled out, so the trip was cancelled. I was horrified and, in a cold 
sweat, exclaimed, “But my whole trip up here has been organised around my visit 
to St Kilda!” Thankfully, he relented once he could hear my anguish: it was back on! 
When I boarded the Cuma, it meant that we were a small group – just one couple 
and me. The boat struck me as remarkably small, but there were some compact 
cabins below decks which gave it a ‘Tardis’ feel. Up top, there was a kitchen and a 
semi-enclosed viewing area with benches. Joining the boat on a Saturday evening, 
somewhere on the  western side of the Outer Hebrides, the first part of our voyage 
took us further down the chain so that we were perfectly adjacent to St Kilda: we 
took shelter there for the night, ready to strike out early the following morning. 
The voyage to St Kilda can be notoriously rough, so I took a couple of sea-sickness 
tablets in preparation: it proved to be a wise move! The boat started to dramatically 
pitch and roll – and, at times, it seemed to be caught between the two, as if it was 
twisting itself inside-out. The little curtains alternated between vertical and 
horizontal as the boat convulsed, and there was the continual sound of kitchen 
items clanking and dropping to the floor – and the kitchen bin was horizontal, 
having emptied half its contents on the floor. Lunch was off! My sickness pills made 
me soporific and I laid horizontal on a bench where, despite the gut-churning 
drama, I fell into a deep sleep. I then had the rudest of awakenings when the boat 
pitched downwards so violently, I was left in mid-air, still in my horizontal sleeping 
position: my descent came to an abrupt end, as I met the deck coming back up 
again! Thankfully, no harm done. A few hours in, the weather relented as quickly as 
it had started. The sea calmed to a millpond, the clouds parted to a beautiful blue 
sky and the sun shone brightly: nature was getting the stage ready for a 
spectacular show! 
As we neared the first islands, we were merely bit parts in an amazing show: 
Boreray, its two awesome stacs - and then Hirta, Dun and Soay, still 4 miles away, 
shifted position constantly, one behind the other, as if a God-like hand was moving 
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gigantic pieces of theatre scenery around to impress us. Murdo slowed the boat: the 
engine became a murmur as if in reverance to the cathedral-like fangs of rock rising 
vertically above us. The birds were utterly numerous and gannets played their party 
trick of dropping like darts from incredible heights into the sea below. Having craned 
our necks and gasped, on we went, sailing across the 4 mile wide remains of the 
ancient volcano that creates these islands. Slowly, Hirta – where the St Kildans had 
their homes – came ever closer and the excitement mounted. 
Since WW1, there has been a military presence on Hirta: in fact, in 1918, a German 
submarine surfaced in village bay. The St Kildans were complete strangers to 
violence of any kind and Finlay MacQueen rowed out in a bid to barter some tobacco 
- until the submarine’s captain announced through a loudhailer (in his best English) 
that he was about to bombard the island to take out the Navy’s wireless station. The 
islanders took fright, climbing up to ancient hide-holes created by their ancestors 
when it was necessary to evade pirates. Many shells landed but a lamb was the only 
casualty. The military presence increased in 1957 when a tracking station was set up 
to monitor missiles launched from a testing range in Benbecula. The village on Hirta 
is a little set back, but the military buildings, which are incongruous despite best 
efforts, are closer to the shore. 

 
As the MV Cuma drew alongside that sunny, Sunday afternoon, we could see 3 
personnel on a bench against a building, looking decidedly... sleepy! Murdo muttered, 
“I bet they’ve been drinking since Friday evening!” 

 
Hirta: dry-stoned walls and cleits in the foreground, military buildings at the 
shore, with the island of Dun in the background: the village is to the RH side 

 
Next month: Part 11 - Experiencing St Kilda first-hand 
 
Andrew Weight 
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 PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

INTERIOR AND 
EXTERIOR 

 

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE 
SERVICE 

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

PAUL GODDARD 

Tel: 01986 784594 

paul@pablo101.plus.com  

 

MAN & MACHINE 

 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 

SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

FOR SALE SAWN TIMBER OF DIFFERENT SIZES & TELEGRAPH. 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION: 07966 725001 

LOWER HALL FARM, MARY'S LANE, LINSTEAD MAGNA, IP19 0QN 

Neat Feet 

 Angela J Moore 
 

    Dip FH MCFHP  MAFHP 

  Mobile Foot Healthcare 

Professional 
  

Tel 01502 565302/07900 506611 
angelajane.moore@yahoo.com 

mailto:paul@pablo101.plus.com
mailto:angelajane.moore@yahoo.com
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Dear Friends, 

 

Here we are in the balmy days or should I say barmy days of summer! The mercury 
has been up and up and then down to what I remember as the warmest summer 
days of my childhood! Yes! What a long memory. It reminds me of how hot it was at 
times in 1975 and then there was the summer of ’76 and that was a hot one – 
perhaps portending what was to come over the next fifty years? 

As we enter the time of harvest and abundance, we must spare a thought for our 
farmers hit by the water shortage. Let us also reflect on blessings, both big and 
small, and encourage thankful hearts.  We might also reflect upon the opportunities 
that August provides us with in terms of getting together with family and friends and 
enjoying togetherness, whether through summer gatherings or simply enjoying the 
longer days.  And of course, we can show support to one another as we continue to 
build strong communities in each of our parishes.  We all know that life can be 
challenging at times, but our faith provides us with the courage to keep on, keeping 
on! When we notice friends or family struggling, then may we be the first to offer 
words of encouragement and hope, to extend love and kindness beyond our church 
community. Perhaps you might find time to reflect with me on Romans 15 v 5 – 
‘May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude 
of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had.’ 

Look after one another.  

 
Prayers and blessings,  
Revd Chrissie 

 

07803 134301 
rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com 

LAMMAS CELEBRATION 

Worlingworth Church  -  Sunday 3rd August 

9.30am HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 

11.00AM LAMMAS CELEBRATION SERVICE  

(Refreshments will be served from 1015am and after the celebration service) 

 

WHAT IS LAMMAS 

Lammas or ‘Loaf-mass’ is an English feast in origin, as a thanksgiving for the first-fruits of the 
grain harvest.  Traditionally a newly baked loaf from the harvest was presented before God.  
While the ceremony ceased at the Reformation, reference to Lammas Day continued in the 
Prayer Book calendar, and the practice has been revived in more recent years. 
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August Services Cratfield 

 
 

 
 
Fridays 15th, 22nd, 29th Choral Compline at Monk Soham 7.00pm 
Friday 15th VJ Commemoration at Worlingworth 7.00pm 

Sunday 10th Sunday 24th 

9.30am 
Village Worship 

9.30am 
Holy Communion 

Isaiah 1:10-20 
Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16 

Luke 12:32-40 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Hebrews 12:18-end 

Luke 13:10-17 

August 3rd 10th 17th 24th 31st 

Bedfield   10.30am 
Morning 
Praise 

  10.30am 
Holy Com-
munion 

  

Brundish     10.30am 
Holy Com-
munion 

    

Laxfield   10.30am 
Holy Com-
munion 

10.30am 
Village Wor-
ship 

6.00pm 
Hartismere 
House 

10.30am 
Holy Com-
munion 

Monk So-
ham 

  11.00am 
BCP Morn-
ing Prayer 

11.00am 
CW Holy 
Communion 

    

Tannington   11.30am 
Holy Com-
munion 

      

WIlby     10.30am 
Village Wor-
ship 

10.30am 
holy Com-
munion 

10.30am 
Celtic Morn-
ing Worship 

Worling-
worth 

Lammas 
9.30am 
Holy 
Comm 
11.00am 
Benefice 
Lammas 
Service 

  Holy Comm 
Patronal 
festival  
4.00pm 

11.00am 
Morning 
Prayer 

11.00am 
\holy \com-
munion 
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DIRECTORY: 
 
Local Officers: 
 
Church: 
Priest in Charge of the Four Rivers Benefice 
Rev'd Chrissie Smart  rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com   01986 743339   
  07803 134301  
 
Assistant Curate  Rev. Clive Mobbs                                  07340 838639   
                                                         
Parish Council: 
Chairperson    Lotty Barbour    01986 798099                                         
Parish Clerk    Sally Chapman  
clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk        
  07774 734411  
Parish Council Website                                www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator   
                                                                          
 
Village Hall: 
Chairperson  TBC   
Vice Chair  Jo Cerullo              
01986 798656  
Bookings  Robert King  01986 798975 
 
Laxfield All Saints C of E Primary School 
Head of School  Mrs Minns    01986 798344 
 
Doctors’ Surgery  Fressingfield  0379 586227 
                               Stradbroke 01379 384220 
 
Cratfield News 
Editor  Sue Eade   01986 798725 
suecratmag@aol.com 
Treasurer Graham Nixey   07748 907099 
Production Manager Peter Sparrow  01986 888505 
peter-sparrow@outlook.com 
 
 
All information must arrive at the latest by 20

th
 of the month 

Advertising rates per annum: Full page £60, Half page £30, Quarter £20 
Please contact Sue, Graham or Peter for more information. 

mailto:rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@homersfield-pc.gov.uk
http://www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net/
mailto:suecratmag@aol.com
mailto:peter-sparrow@outlook.com

