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FOR SALE

Large double swing, galvanized frame with swing boat and seat.
Child’s plastic sand pit with lid in the shape of a turtle.
Cordless landline telephone with answerphone built in.
Make me an offer Andy at ‘Hawthorns’ The Street.
07988 620 746

ALSO FOR SALE

Substantial garden furniture parasol. 9ft height 12ft spread. Wood with metal fittings
Comes with heavyweight base. Very good condition, little used, but now surplus to
requirements.

£75.00 o.n.0

Peter and Sue 01986 798617

YOUR VISION OF THE FUTURE FOR CRATFIELD

Following the invitation in March’s Cratfield News, and the initial meeting in May
(kindly summarised by Alan Simms in June’s edition), we hope to have a further
brainstorm this summer (hopefully this month!) to start moving forward with initial
thoughts on updating a plan for Cratfield. The idea is to capture the attributes of the
village (its history, landscape, biodiversity and amenities) so that current villagers’
priorities and views are documented as and when challenges (such as, but by no
means limited to, planning applications) arise. If you have a view about what is
important in the village, or would like to get involved, or just want to come along to
find out what this is all about, please do contact us by dropping an email to
alan.simms.uk@gmail.com or helenjerry@outlook.com. Itis YOUR village!

PONY WELFARE

Today | received a visit from an RSPCA inspector following a complaint that had been
made about the condition of my pony. | can report that the inspector found no cause
for concern in the way she is being cared for.

It was obvious from the information provided that the person who made the complaint
lives in the village. My pony has been unwell for a number of weeks, her care is
under veterinary supervision and she is being given prescribed medication. If the
person had bothered to ask me, | would have told them that. Instead, they have
wasted the inspector’s time and caused the RSPCA unnecessary expense.

Gloria Steward
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A
FRESSINGFIELD Autumn

Series
PRESENTS 2026

. A X
Mancunium Consort
Choral music from Renaissance to today

T B -

iatti String Quartet A
Dvorak ‘American’ quartet

EETRERAY U A\
Tamsin Waley-Cohen and Huw Watkins
Violin / piano recital — Beethoven and Debussy

B T

Chapel Hall Arts, Fressingfield IP21 5QD e Concerts at 7.30pm

TICKETS VIA WEBSITE AND FROM 07900 350117
www.fressingfieldsounds.org.uk




Local History - Grayston Bros.

_In the 1850s William

MID-SUFFOLK LIGHT RATLWAY. Robert Grayston set up a

: @9/ gr Smaper } & blacksmith’s business in
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Dr. fo The Mid-Suffolk, Light Railicid/ oo_mpzy. firm had also opened up for
‘ TG e el e trading in Laxfield at the far
end of the High Street. The
business soon extended to
tinsmiths, agricultural and
horticultural engineers and
agents, motor engineers,
plumbers and heating
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g 4 sale of a large tractor in the

b i M” ¥ //'2/1  same year to a client in

T Haddiscoe for a sum worth

over £10,000 in today’s money.

Grayston Bros, at one time Grayston & Sons, was managed by five generations of
the family, the last being Neil Grayston, who has recently retired and closed the
business. Neil has gifted the museum many receipts, invoices and ledgers, some of
which are on display.

Graystons relied on the Mid Suffolk Light Railway, the Middy, to transport goods for
their business from all over the country. Various receipts from the railway show



goods coming from as far away
as Birmingham and Liverpool.

The railway began for goods in
1904 and then passengers in
1908. Graystons were using the
railway as far back as 1906.

This receipt was from 1907 and
shows the final destination to be
the original Heveningham
branch of the business before

Concerts at Cratfield - free tickets for Cratfield residents

on August 30th

As a thank you to the village, Concerts at Cratfield is offering a limited number of
tickets to residents of Cratfield for its afternoon concert on Sunday August 30. The
concert features the internationally renowned oboist Nicholas Daniel and pianist
Huw Watkins for a celebration of British chamber music.

Nicholas Daniel OBE has long been acknowledged as one of the world’s great obo-
ists and is one of Britain’s best-known musicians. He records and broadcasts wide-
ly, and recently signed an exclusive contract with Chandos Records. Having

sung in the choir of Salisbury Cathedral as a boy, Nicholas was put directly into the
spotlight at the age of 18 when he won the BBC Young Musician of the Year com-
petition. He was honoured in 2012 by Queen Elizabeth Il with the prestigious
Queen’s Medal for Music and cited as having made “an outstanding contribution to
the musical life of the nation”.

Tickets are for all areas of the church except the Nave, and will be available on a
first-come, first-served basis — if you would like to attend please

email concertsatcratfield@hotmail.com stating your name and how many tickets
you would like.



mailto:concertsatcratfield@hotmail.com

MICHAEL OLIVER

FENCING AND GATES

ALL ASPECTS SUPPLIED ERECTED REPAIRED
ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED
Arches pergolas trellis paving paths footbridges raised beds log stores

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED
Including drainage and all types of edging

MINI DIGGER TO: CLEAN SMALL DITCHES TRENCHES DRAINAGE
HOLES AUGERED ~ CONCRETE BREAKING  AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE

HOME: 01986 798129 MOBILE: 07946 714291
EMAIL:michael7000liver@btinternet.com

Linstead Farm & Garden

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc

STIHL VIKING MOUNTFIELD COUNTAX STIGA

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986
785272 or email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com




o Cratfield Parish
Council

Please help keep your village clean &
tidy
Cratfield Parish Council has litter
picking equipment which can be
LITTER PICK borrowed anytime.
Your help & support would be greatly

appreciated!
If you would like to litter pick please contact:
Cllr Dan Elford Tel: 07870 462189 - Village collection
Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187350 - Silverleys Green collection

SHAUN CHAMBERS Ve

TRADITIONAL WINDOW CLEANER
EST. 2001
CALL
07947 860628
FOR A QUOTE

J. FELTON=

CHIMNEY SWEEP

CLEAN & FRIENDLY SERVICE FULLY INSURED
SMOKE TESTS INSURANCE CERTIFICATES
CCTV INSPECTIONS COMPETITIVE RATES

PLEASE CALL 01986 799175 @

REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS




A Damned Close-Run Thing in PE — Another Useful Lesson Learned

HMS Naiad’s final major port of call on leaving the Far East in August 1969
was a five day stop at Port Elizabeth’. This was later extended to ten days
so that we could join up with HMS Decoy to return home, exercising
together. Those extra five days were to be very important to me, for it was
during them that | first met Candy at a municipal reception given for us.
Our arrival there, however, was slightly fraught.

| was, you may recall, the Navigating Officer. For a couple of days we had
steamed down the South African coast, in the middle of the Agulhas
Current, a strong, south-flowing warm water stream of three to four knots
so we seemed to have plenty of time in hand. The First Lieutenant
(second in command and, as it happened, a very experienced navigator)?
decided that this provided an opportunity to stop and paint the ship’s side.
So, for a whole afternoon, we drifted southwards at about three knots, and
everyone had a jolly time painting the ship’s side. When we finished, | set
course for Port Elizabeth again, calculating that we needed to make good
about fifteen knots and so decided to steam at twelve knots, given the
strong favourable current underneath us.

Now you should know that when an RN ship says it will arrive at a
particular point at 0800, that means “on the dot”, not 0759 or 0801. Of
course, | had assumed this in my calculations, and we steamed gently (and
in my case over confidently) on. That evening one of my fellow officers
and | were playing in the ship’s cribbage competition against a team from
the Petty Officers’ mess, As usual they were also trying to get us mildly
tipsy on beer with neat rum chasers (the Petty Officers were issued their
rum neat and so it could be [illegally] stored)®. They must have been at
least partially successful because when | went to the bridge at about 2200
to check on things, before turning in to sleep until | took over the watch at
0345, the officer of the watch told me that we now needed to make fifteen
knots for our ETA, and we were only making about eleven. In my
“befuddled” state, | was assuming that we still had a strong current under
us and said, without making any proper investigation, “Increase to fourteen
knots.” But we had now left the Agulhas current. Sadly, he did what | told
him!

When | came on watch at 0345 and had become a little more with it, |
discovered that we now needed around twenty-three knots for our ETA and
so increased speed to twenty-five knots. Soon afterwards we turned
towards Algoa Bay (the huge bay on which PE lies). PE is known as “the



windy city” and almost immediately we ran unto a strong wind and rough sea
so that, at twenty-five knots, we were taking quite a hammering and the
water was hitting the front of the bridge screen where the Captain’s cabin
was, with something of a thump. Almost immediately the Captain’s buzzer
went and a sleepy voice said “What speed are we doing, officer of the
watch?" “Twenty-five knots Sir.” He continued “Is the navigator happy?”
“Oh yes, sir’ | said and heaved a sigh of relief as he fell asleep again,
seemingly not having recognised my voice.

A much less calm First Lieutenant arrived on the bridge at 0630 and said
“What on earth are you doing at this speed? You're washing all my new paint
off.” Well, | think that was the expurgated gist of what he said. | had to
confess and there was a very heavy silence.

Fortunately, soon after that we were caught up in the excitement of arrival,
mooring, and getting ourselves established alongside a jetty which was
fortunately high enough to hide most of the ship’s side. Then came the usual
bits of formal protocol and ceremonial on arriving in a foreign port, and the
First Lieutenant was sufficiently occupied with all these formalities to allow
him to forget the paint!

For my part, | worked (read “hid”) in my charthouse for the morning and
didn’t reappear until the ship was full of official visitors. It was indeed a
damned close-run thing but, as | indicated at the start of this story, my luck
improved greatly during the visit!

Jeremy Blackham

1. Today known as Gqueberha. A prize for anyone who can tell me how to pronounce it
correctly.

2. That is to say an officer fully qualified to navigate and pilot large groups of ships; | had simply
qualified to navigate frigates and destroyers.

3. See the tale “Up Spirits” in Cratmag April ‘23, for details of the rum ration and its eventual
abolition.

MOBILE LIBRARY DATES
Silverleys Green 14.00 -14.20 The Poacher 14.30 — 14.45

August 4™, September 1%,19th, October 27", November 24™,
December 22nd



THE WOODPECKERS
FIREWOOD LTD ¢, s

Seasoned Hardwood & Kindling
Free Local Delivery

Rob: 07599025097
thewoodpeckersfirewood@gmail.com
@ The Woodpeckers Firewood ey S

w i

Suffolk Ear Care

Ear Wax Removal Specialist

Micro-suction and Water Irrigation
Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk, IP13 S8HD
With over 30 years nursing experience Lisa started Suffolk Ear Care in
2018. Offering mobile and clinic appointments at short notice. Setin 10
acres of countryside Lisa and Naomi offer an expert and tranquil local ap-
pointment. Adults and children welcome. Parking on site. Fully trained
and insured. Amazing reviews.
077 3888 5858
Lisa@suffolkearcare.co.uk
www.suffolkearcare.co.uk
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Poet: John Imrie

'Tis lessons from the past we borrow,-
To-day is ours, but not to-morrow;
Then, smile to-day, leave care and sorrow
One day a-head, say - "Yes, to-morrow"

Make friends to-day for use to-morrow,
They'll help to drive away dull sorrow;
And from their friendship sweetness borrow
To bless each day and crown each morrow.

"To-morrow never comes" but each "to-day,"
Links out life's chain from cradle to decay!

Grayston Arboriculture

Tree Felling
Dismantling
Crown Lifting
Crown Reducing

» Contract Climbing
Commercial

» Highway

« Domestic

Clearance Woodland

+ Hedge Cutting « 24/7 Emergency Callout
Brushcutting

GRAYSTON ARBORICULTURE

All Staff Are NPTC City And Guilds Trained and Qualfied working inine with the Highest British Standards
BS30896 (2010) British Standard for Tree Work

High Compliance Company, with the highest Health and safety standards and Public Liability Covering
£5 Million

Get In Touch For Your Free Quotation Today!
Thomas Grayston 07746525461 graystonarb@outlook.com



https://www.stresslesscountry.com/johnimriepoems.html

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE - AUGUST 2026

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB - TIME TO RENEW!
Subscriptions are now due for the club’s 2026-2027 season.

For just £1 per month for the year subscribers are in the draw to win
£15, £10 or £5 prizes EACH MONTH! So, fill out the form enclosed
with May’s magazine, or get a form by contacting helenjer-
ry@outlook.com, for a chance to be part of this wonderful village ef-
fort.

The 100 Club has benefitted the village for many years, contributing
towards items such as a glass washer, water heaters and a boombox
to make Cratfield events at the Village Hall better than ever.

Don’t forget — you have to be in it to win it!!!

CRATFIELD POP UP PUB - Friday 7™ August

This summer has been a scorcher so come along and quench your thirst at
the Cratfield Pop Up Pub, 6pm-10pm at the village hall. This month it is
our summer BBQ - perfect for relaxing with a local pint, glass of chilled
wine, G&T.... you get the picture! We have access to the wonderful space
around the hall, glorious on summer evenings with the view over the fields
to St Mary’s. Frankly, it'd be daft to miss it!

(Apologies, the Acronyms actually played last month so will not be with us
in August — but we very much hope to have another smashing evening with
them again soon!)

INDOOR BOWLS AT THE VILLAGE HALL

Just turn up at the door and join the friendly regulars for carpet bowls at the
village hall, 7pm on

August 4" and 18" /// September 1%',15™ and 29" /// October 13" and
27" /// November 17" and /// December 8"

No prior experience needed. Suggested small donation for use of the hall.
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Village Hall Events - dates for the Diary:
CRATFIELD TALKS — 10 October 2026 — “Cratfield Wildlife 2”

Paul Taylor returns to share more wonderful pictures captured around Crat-
field. Definitely a date you should mark on your calendar!

CRATFIELD CHRISTMAS FAIR — 6 December 2026

It's never too early (really?!?) to start thinking about Christmas.... Always a
popular event, the Christmas Fair returns on the first Sunday of December.
This means the pressure to do any festive shopping can be shelved for an-
other 19 weeks! [

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB — AUGUST WINNERS

This month’s 100 Club winners are: first prize (£15) number 63 — Wendy
Thomas; second prize (£10) number 22 — Hugh Vass; and 3™ prize (£5)
number 69 — Tracey Aryaeenia. Draw by D Britton. Many congratulations to
the winners!

VILLAGE HALL FOR HIRE!

Don't forget our hall is available for hire for a very reasonable
price! For any future booking enquiries please contact us
on cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

THANK YOU

A huge thank you to Sue and Tim for once again organising (and it does take a lot of
organising) an immensely successful Midsummer Madness,. Also thanks to all those
who helped in the setting up, erecting marquees is no mean feat, carting bales, trans-
porting chairs, tables, barbecue, food and drinks etc. and to all who helped on the
night, cooking burgers and hot dogs, serving drinks, taking money. All your hard work
is very much appreciated. Despite the slightly cool evening it was apparent that eve-
ryone was having a great time enjoying the music, the drinks, food and above all the
community spirit which an event like this promotes.

(Sue ed.)
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D. M. BULLOCK
GENERAL BUILDER
All building work undertaken

Extensions
New Build Renovations
Patios Brickwork
Plastering
Carpentry
Ceramic Tiling
Mobile: 07766 063601

R. Gritton

Professional
Decorators

High Quality, reliable

service for all your

interior and exterior
requirements

Telephone: 01379
586768

Mobile: 07766 982600

Quality Home Produced Beef
A large selection of fresh & frozen beef
readily available
Come and visit the Cratfield beef stand
at Halesworth produce market every
second Saturday of each month
A full price list is available on request.
Further details from Lotty 01986
798099

orders@cratfieldbeef.co.uk

[//y HILLCREST

All mechanical work guaranteed for 12

=VEHICLE SOLUTIONS

MOT

Servicing

Repairs

Diagnostics

All makes welcome

Land Rover Specialists

months or 12,000 miles
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Bridge4Rivers

LAMMAS
CELEBRATION

e’ s, Wilby Church
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09:30 | HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
11:00 | LAMMAS CELEBRATION SERVICE

Guest Preacher
The Very Reverend
Joe Hawes, Dean of
Bury St Edmunds Cathedral

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED FROM 10:15
AND AFTER THE CELEBRATION SERVICE

WHAT IS LAMMAS?

Lammas or ‘Loaf-mass’ is an English feast in origin, as a thanksgiving for the
first-fruits of the grain harvest. Traditionally, a newly baked loaf from the
harvest was presented before God. While the ceremony ceased at the
Reformation, reference to Lammas Day continued in the Prayer Book
calendar, and the practice has been revived in more recent years.
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BOOTY BUILDERS
LAXFIELD
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Laxfield Pre-School

CHARITY NO; 1165817

Framlingham Road, Laxfield, IP13 8HD
For all types of

OPEN ALL YEARY building work
ROUND kkkkk

8AM - 5 pM Contact Terry

6 months - 5 years old 01986 798753

01986 798091 Or 07889 116448

manager®laxfieldpreschool.org
www.laxfieldpreSchool.org,

D.C. PATRICK CHARLES GLENNON

26 Market Place, Halesworth AERIAL & SATELLITE
YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES AUDIO - VISUAL - CCTV - WIFI
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A

WEEK 01728 603376
TELEPHONE 01986 875229 07786 363 832

hul's fiske supplies
Mobile fishmonger
Door to Door sales
07881 686282
Email : pmg@g 7177 plus.com
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Exploring the Scottish Islands — with a collapsible bike!
Rousay (4 miles across, Pop. 240)

North Runllds!y

P)p!y
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South Ronaldsay

Just north of Mainland, Rousay is a hilly
island, with most of the population living
around the coastline. If Orkney is a
historical paradise, Rousay is the cream of
the crop, absolutely stuffed full with
archaeological treasures. (It's also another
island good for bird-watching and it
accommodates the highest number of otter
families in Orkney.)

There are many burial cairns on the island,
dating back to the Neolithic and Bronze
Age: these are ancient burial mounds of
stones placed around a grave to serve as a

monument, but also solving the problem of the ground being too hard and/
or shallow to dig down in, the stones protecting a body from wild animals
and the elements. Taversoe Tuick has two storeys and separate entrance
passages. Blackhammer has seven divisions in the chamber and in 1936
two skeletons were found inside. Knowe of Yarso, with 4 compartments,
yielded, in 1934, the bones of 21 humans, 30 deer, some sheep and a dog.
The finds here are so abundant that the
island has been nicknamed ‘Egypt of the
North’ and new sites have been
accidentally stumbled upon: someone
.~ once chose a knoll as a viewpoint,
installed a seat and this revealed the
‘knoll’ to be a 5,000 year old burial cairn,
with a subterranean earth house
= alongside. In 1963, a farmer dug a hole
to bury a cow and unearthed a Norse

= : ; grave: inside, a young woman had been
buried with 3 silver brooches dating from the 9" and 10™ century.
At Faraclett Head (top N.E. of Rousay) there is even a stone age village
called Rinyo which has been dated to 3,700BC — and elsewhere in the
island we find the old manor of Tofts, the oldest domestic house in Orkney.

However, the most significant archaeological site on Rousay is Midhowe,
which is a vast chambered cairn with twelve chambers flanking a
passageway 77 ft in length. The chamber walls rise to a height of 6.7%2 ft
and the walls still rise to a height of over 8 ft. Like most tombs in Orkney,
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the original roof is gone, but Midhowe is so significant, the entire site is
protected by a modern hangar-like structure. The original roof might have
consisted of flat slabs of flagstone at a height of 10ft or alternatively, it may
have been even higher, vaulted to a height of almost 16 ft. The cairn appears
to have been intentionally filled with debris after hundreds of years of usage
beginning early in the third millennium BC.

Seven of the twelve chambers have stone benches or shelves and the
remains of at least 25 individuals were discovered inside, the bodies being
found in groups on most of the shelves. Several
of the skeletons were found in a crouched
position, with their backs to the side wall and

— heads resting against the supporting pillars. The
= placement of other bones suggested that earlier
> burials had been moved to accommodate later
ones.

A variety of animal bones were also found,

\| including ox, sheep, skua, cormorant, buzzard,

Y eagle, gannet, and carrion-crow. Even fish
bones were found, including bream: this was a
fascinating discovery, because bream are not
found this far north today, suggesting that the
waters around Orkney during Neolithic times
must have been several degrees warmer than
today.

Midhowe is an amazing place where, like many sites in Orkney, you can walk
around ancient structures and experience the stone age for yourself.

...And that’s just scraping the surface: you could easily spend 2 or 3 days
here exploring the world of our ancient ancestors, or a week if you fancied
some hillwalking and seeing the extensive birdlife around the beautiful lochs,
also found on this amazing island.

Next month: Eday

Andrew Weight
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Cratfield Parish Council

All meetings are held in The Village Hall, Manse Lane, Cratfield, IP19 0DJ
Meeting Dates 2026
Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30 pm — Annual Parish Meeting
& Annual Parish Council Meeting

. Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 7.30 pm
. Tuesday 10th November 2026 at 7.30 pm

Agendas (3 days before the meeting) are on the noticeboards & website:
www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net
Planning meetings are arranged as and when required.
~ Members of the Public are Welcome to Attend all Meetings ~
For further details contact the Clerk:
Email: clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk or Tel: 07774 734411

I‘ank Does your Oil Tank need replacing?
‘ h We are your local oiltank installer established since
ange 1989 with over 16,000 installationsto date

Limited

. New oil tank installations, relocationsand servicing

. Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks

. Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in stock
» OFTEC registered

. Kingspan Titan Accredited

. Fullyinsured

. Parish magazine discount

. Free surveys

Tel. 01449781210
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk
www.tankchange.co.uk

O o
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PAINTING AND
DECORATING

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE
SERVICE

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PAUL GODDARD
Tel: 01986 784594

paul@pablo101.plus.com

Neat Feet
Angela J Moore

Dip FH MCFHP MAFHP

Mobile Foot Healthcare
Professional

Tel 01502 565302/07900 506611
angelajane.moore@yahoo.com

MAN & MACHINE

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE — REASONABLE RATES.

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE
SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH.

FOR SALE SAWN TIMBER OF DIFFERENT SIZES & TELEGRAPH.

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN. TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED.

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION: 07966 725001
LOWER HALL FARM, MARY'S LANE, LINSTEAD MAGNA, IP19 0QN
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Sunday until the middle of September
Join us for delicious local food served in our
giant tipi under the wide Suffolk skies, beside a
roaring fire...

Saturday Suppers...
2 courses £29, 3 courses £35

See our webiste for available dates. Bookings for O

Brunch
Café...

every Sunday - - ? ;
supper essential, reservations via our website,
10am to 2pm h ik .
booking not required prone ortext. W [ y
k‘ =

See our website for Wood Fire Cooking Wor;shops in June and September

O

email ;udrth@ﬂreundfeustsufl‘alk co.uk - Phone/text 0777 5?06002 =
www.fireandfeastsuffolk.co.uk

FRESSINGFIELD STORES

YOUR FRESH AND LOCAL VILLAGE STORE

N EW * 3 Weekly Special Offers

‘INDEPENDENT’ % Off-Licence,
RANGE OF Dry Cleaning,
OWN BRAND Gas & Codal

SPECIAL % Open 7 Days a Week
ANl VALUE  untiigpm
PEND

GOODS (Sunday épm)
W 01379 588188
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Dear Friends,

Many of you know that my favourite books of the New Testament are
around St John. James and John were brothers and they once asked
Jesus if they could call down fire from heaven to consume a Samaritan
village that rejected them and so their journey from fiery "Sons of Thunder"
to humbile, loving leaders offers a powerful lesson on speech! Rather than
seeking to destroy or criticise those who opposed them they learned to
replace vengeance with grace and focus on building others up. It is so easy
to disguise our personal pride or anger as "righteous indignation." Jesus
rebuked them, reminding them that His mission was to save lives, not
destroy them. Perhaps, when we feel critical, we should evaluate our
motives to ensure we are acting out of love rather than wounded ego. In
Matthew 20, James and John (along with their mother) asked for the
highest seats of power in Jesus' kingdom. This immediately caused tension
and arguments with the other disciples. Criticism often stems from a desire
to exalt ourselves at the expense of others. By teaching them that the
greatest must be the servant of all, Jesus reframed how we view people—
moving us away from judging peers and toward lifting them up. Ultimately,
the harsh, critical edges of these disciples were smoothed. John, famously
known for wanting to destroy his enemies, transformed into the "Apostle of
Love". He earned this title due to his extensive writings emphasising
Christ's love and the commandment to "love one another". In his later
writings, he emphasises that if we claim to love God, we must also love our
brothers and sisters rather than tearing them down. There is a lot to ponder
here that should keep us reflecting throughout the summer. Keep cool!

Prayers and blessings! Revd Chrissie 07803 134301 —
rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com

Churchyard records

Dear Cratfield Villagers,

I have recently undertaken an audit of the churchyard at St. Mary’s with
Revd Clive and Andy Edmunds. We are aware that there have been a
number of plots reserved over the last fifteen years and we are not
confident that we have details of them all.

We want to make sure the records are perfectly up to date and so | would
be grateful if you could let me know if you have reserved a plot and the
details of who you booked it with.

Thank you so much for your help!
Prayers and blessings,
Rev’d Chrissie Smart

22


mailto:rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com

August Services Cratfield

Sunday August 9th Sunday August 23rd

Isaiah 51:1-6
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

1 Kings 19:9-18
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

9.30am 9.30am

Village Worship

Holy Communion

BENEFICE SERVICES

August Sunday 9th | Sunday 16th | Sunday23rd | Sunday 30th
Bedfield 10.30am 11.00am
Holy Com- Morning Ser-
munion vice
Brundish 11.00am 3.00pm
Holy Commun- Hymns &
ion Pimms
Laxfield 10.30am 9.30am 6.00pm
Holy Com- Pet Service at | Hartismere
munion Chatty Church |House
Monk Soham | 11.00am 11.00am
BCP Morning |Holy Commun-
Prayer ion
Tannington
Wilby 9.30am 10.30am
Celtic Holy Commun-
ion
Worlingworth 11.00am 11.00am 11.00am
Let's Celebrate | Morning Prayer | Celtic Com-
BCP munion

Benefice @ Wilby Sunday 2" Holy Communion 9.30am

Lammas Service 11.00am B4R + Dean Jo

Tuesday 4™ Worlingworth 9.30am Midweek Celtic Communion
Friday 7" Monk Soham 7.00pm Choral Compline
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DIRECTORY:

Local Officers:

Church:

Priest in Charge of the Four Rivers Benefice

Rev'd Chrissie Smart rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com 01986 743339
07803 134301

Assistant Curate Rev. Clive Mobbs 07340 838639

Parish Council:
Chairperson Lotty Barbour 01986 798099
Parish Clerk Sally Chapman
clerk@cratfield-pc.gov.uk

07774 734411
Parish Council Website www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

Village Hall:

Chairperson TBC
Vice Chair Jo Cerullo

01986 798656

Bookings Robert King 01986 798975
Laxfield All Saints C of E Primary School

Head of School Mrs Minns 01986 798344
Doctors’ Surgery Fressingfield 01379 586227

Stradbroke 01379 384220

Cratfield News

Editor Sue Eade 01986 798725
suecratmag@aol.com

Treasurer Graham Nixey 07748 907099
Production Manager Peter Sparrow 01986 888505

peter-sparrow@outlook.com

All information must arrive at the latest by 20" of the month
Advertising rates per annum: Full page £60, Half page £30, Quarter £20
Please contact Sue, Graham or Peter for more information.
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