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CONGRATULATIONS 

 

Rather belated, but no less sincere, congratulations to Nancy and Murray on the birth 
of Leni Corin Thompson, born May 20th.  A sister for Tadhg. Welcome to Cratfield, 
Leni. 

 

DOG SITTER REQUIRED 

 

I'm looking for a dog sitter to stay with my Beagle and Golden Retriever for one hour 
a day, Monday to Thursday (11.30am – 12.30pm), term time only.  I would be looking 
for this to start on Monday 11th September.  They are both happy dogs who love hu-
man attention! 
If you think you may be interested, please get in touch so we can have a chat, dis-
cuss pay and arrange for you to meet the hounds!  Please note, these are my fur ba-
bies so I ask that you have a genuine love for dogs! 
I can be contacted via e-mail symone225@hotmail.com 

Otherwise please feel free to pop round and see me at The Poacher (you'll have to 
excuse the state!). 
Thanks, 
Symone 

 

FOR SALE 

Kitchen table and four chairs. 
Table top 120cm x 75cm (including 2 x 23cm drop leaves, one at each end) 
Chairs seat height 45cm 

Rubber Wood from Heal's of London, similar to pine very light/blond wood 

4 years old, hardly used, as new condition, £50.00 

Andy/Richard – Poachers Farm, Bell Green 01986 798364 (eves only) 
 

 

SING IN THE AUTUMN WITH YOX VOX 

 

Come and give singing a go with YoxVox's Monday evening sessions.  These open, accessible, 
singing sessions are led by Tracy and Jennie fortnightly in Yoxford Village Hall. 
We teach everything by ear so you do not have to be able to read music, or be experienced as a 
singer.  You just have to love singing!  Join us and discover songs from across the globe in this 
friendly group.   
Try it, t might be just what you've been looking for. Come on your own or with a family member 
or friend.  You will be sure of a welcome and discover just how singing with others can lift the 
spirits. 
 

Monday evenings 7.30-9.30pm.  It's just £5.00-£8.00 per session 

Autumn Term Dates: 
September 4th & 18th 

October 2nd, 16th & 30th 

November 13th & 27th 

December 11th 

 

To find out more just phone Tracy Sharpe – 014730405625 or Jennie – 07853397215 

or e-mail tracysharpe43@internet.com or jenniesings@hotmail.co.uk 
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A LITTLE BIT OF LOCAL, SOCIAL HISTORY 

 

If it was Tuesday pulling up at Halesworth's White Lion would be three 
carrier's carts.  The year 1908. 
As yet the railway, which linked the town with the coast and the metropolis, 
had not ousted the carriers who provided a sterling service to nearby 
villages. 
There would be Eli Wilby driving in from Heveningham (Tuesday & Friday), 
Thomas Mudd from Huntingfield (daily) and Mary Harper from Cratfield 
(Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday).  Yes, you read it right, a woman carrier!  
Mary was one of just seven women in the whole of Suffolk plying her trade, 
women being outnumbered by the male fraternity by thirty to one. 
On Tuedays and Saturdays she would leave her Cratfield home and first 
drive to Laxfield before coming into Halesworth,  a service Laxfield had to 
forego on Thursdays.  She would convey an assortment of packages and 
goods and, space permitting, the odd passenger who would have to rough it 
as best they could, either sitting up front with Mary or sitting in the cart amid 
the parcels. 
Mary was not the only business woman in the Halesworth area at the time, 
there were many dressmakers and those who kept various shops from 
drapers to grocers. 
At Laxfield, where Mary Harper would no doubt have known and carried for, 
was Mrs Mary Capon who ran a local farm and Mrs Ann Goram, the local 
miller who proudly proclaimed her mill was operated by both wind and steam. 
Using Tom Mudd's carrier service at Huntingfield would have been another 
woman farmer, Betsy Aldred, while Eli Wilby would no doubt have brought 
goods into Halesworth for Fanny Le Grys who farmed at Heveningham. 
In Halesworth's Chediston Street was a woman pork butcher, Mrs Patience 
Barber.  She was not alone in this trade, in Quay Street Mrs Mary Goodchild 
was also a pork butcher and at the time was also 'mine host' at the Oriental 
Inn. 
 

Pam Brown 

 

 

FOR SALE 

 

For Sale, repair project.  Men's Dawes Street Life on/off road bike, grey. 
Needs full overhaul.  £20.00 

Call Natalie 01986 798790 
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Flies in the Ointment 
 

 
 

Life in Cratfield was good this summer save for one fly in the ointment.   
Well, several hundred million flies.    
There were lots in our house.  At times, they seemed to dot every free 
surface. Expose a limb and they explored it, tickling and stinging. They 
sought out the tiniest breadcrumb and landed on it, claiming it for their 
territory. They dive bombed cups of tea, glasses of wine and beakers of 
lemonade. 
Neighbours seemed to share the problem.  One guy glumly showed me his 
hundred-megaton horse fly bite. 
My wife, who is somewhat more inclined to hygiene than myself, hated them.  
Even I did not have to experience these creatures long to entertain 
murderous thoughts about them.     
What to do?  You can’t just sit there and take it.  Shakespeare, as so often, 
holds the key.  There is a famous quote that mentions flies. 
‘As flies to wanton boys are we to the' gods. 
They kill us for their sport.’ 
 

These lines are generally held to be pretty gloomy.  The poor chap speaking 
them feels that humans are but helpless victims of the cruel gods.  But what 
about the ‘wanton boys’ that the gods are compared to? They are having a 
rare old time.  And why?  Because they have discovered that killing flies is a 
sport.   
 

The hunter in us loves to wield the swatter. We bought ours from Coopers in 
Halesworth.   Provided you creep up on the enemy from behind and limit 
your back swing it brings success every time.  The trapper in us warms to the 
use of old fashioned fly papers.  They provide a peculiar satisfaction, you can 
count the victims as they mount up.  If you have big ambitions there are 
those red topped plastic containers with liquid contents which replicate the 
stench of rotting flesh and mop up all the flies in the vicinity if you range them 
around the garden.  These are effective, and whilst they smell a bit, lure 
hundreds of thousands of the little black critters to their doom.  I have not 
even mentioned the joys of the fly spray and the lethal plug in electric gizmo. 
Killing flies, as I discovered this summer, is not just a dull necessity – it is 
one of life’s guilty pleasures. 
 

 

 

Nigel Cousins 
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AFFORDABLE 
HANDYMAN 

HOME + GARDEN 

 

 

RELIABLE, TRUSTWORTHY 

EXCELLENT REFERENCES 

CALL PETER 

01379 668436 

Brian Cole 

7, The Street, Cra�ield, 

Halesworth,Suffolk IP19 0BS 

Tel: 01986 798503 Mobile: 

07770768209 

Garden machinery repairs 

Shears sharpened Pete’s Computer ServicesPete’s Computer ServicesPete’s Computer ServicesPete’s Computer Services    

Reliable, helpful, honest and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PC, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

Tel: 07758076177 

pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk 

WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk 
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Linstead Farm & Garden 

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 

 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 

785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Would you like 

an attractive 

garden, or a productive 

vegetable patch, but lack the 

time, energy or experience?   

Then call Gary Kimpton Garden 

Services for expert advice and 

practical help in your garden.  

Please telephone 07913814176 for 

a prompt response. 

 

Gates Lodge Self Catering 
 

• Luxury	Grade	2	Listed	Accommodation 

• Fully	Equiped 

• 4	star	Detached	Cart-Lodge	&	Stable		

Farmland views 
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ 

01379-586166 
www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com 

www.gateslodge.co.uk 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP 
STRADBROKE 01379 388908 

FULLY CERTIFIED 

INSURANCE APPROVED 

TONY HALES 

BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE 

 

Don’t forget to book your lucky sweep for weddings. 
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2017 MOBILE LIBRARY DATES 

 

Silverleys Green 14.15-14.35 

The Poacher       14.45-15.00 

 

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays: 
12th September, 10th October,  7th November,  5th December 

GOT A DRIP? 
Need a plumber? 

40 years experience. 
Water filters and softeners 

Heating and plumbing 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Locally based 
Call Derek 07971 007846 

email: 
Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk 

OLIVER AND SALLY-ANNE 
GARDENS 

Experienced greensman/gardener 
RHS qualified gardener 

catering for all your gardening 
needs. 

Based in Cratfield 
and offering special local rates 

07510 406259 
sallyannegardens@gmail.com 

Fram Broadband  Review 

 

In the last issue we were asked our experiences of Fram Broad-
band’s service. In May, as a grumpy BT customer, I couldn’t 
send or open a two-line email in spite of British Telecom assur-
ing me that I had all the bandwidth I needed and that any break-
down of service was entirely imaginary. So desperate to get a 
connection, I signed up to Fram before my BT contract ran out. I 
now have Fram’s basic tier service which works very well and 
allows me to run my business. I don’t stream or play games, nor 
do I share my connection with teenagers. Those who do might 
need the higher tier.    
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Defibrillator phone numbers: People able and willing to operate the 

Defibrillator are as follows; Bell Green Area—01986 798733, 01986 

798606, 07873 862274.  Silverleys Green Area; 01379 586816. North 

Green Area; 01986 785035. 

You can contact any of these if the one you phone is not available. 

SUFFOLK CHURCHES 

RIDE AND STRIDE 

Saturday 9th September 2017 

9.00am – 5.00pm 

 
                                                    Suffolk    Historic Churches 
                                                                           Trust 

 

Local Organiser from                                        
whom sponsorship forms are available 

ANNE SCOONES                                      
01379 586238                                                       

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit shct.org.uk for more information. 
You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter. 

Sponsorship money raised will be divided between Suffolk Historic Churches 
Trust and the church or chapel chosen by the participant. 
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VILLAGE HALL NEWSVILLAGE HALL NEWSVILLAGE HALL NEWSVILLAGE HALL NEWS    
 

THE CRATFIELD HORTICULTURAL AND PRODUCE SHOW, held on Sat-
urday 5

th
 August 2017, was well supported by the residents of Cratfield.  The 

weather was not particularly kind to us but there were enough entries to 
make a good show in the Village Hall which was, after all, the point of the 
day! The Show was open to the public who crowded in to see who the big 
winners were.   
This year the recipe provided was for Chocolate Brownies and this class was 
won by Suzanne Eagling. There were two classes in the Men Only category 
with the Sausage Rolls being the most closely contested – the prize for the 
best of these went to Dan Elford.  The overall winner of the Children’s sec-
tion was Molly Baines and the trowel and seeds were collected by her proud 
grandmother, Barbara Askew. 
From the four main classes, (Produce, Flowers, Making and Baking and 
Craft Work, with the Men Only class being included in Making and Baking), 
an overall winner was chosen by the judges. The winners of these were:- 
 

Natalie Lloyd-Evans for her Onions 

                       Judith Mobbs for her Flowers in a Boot or Shoe 

Keith Nicol for his Carrot Cake 

Heather Hargood for her Quilt. 
 

From these ‘The Best in Show’ was judged to be Heather Hargood. Congrat-
ulations to Heather. 
A glass of Pimms made a good accompaniment to the buying of raffle tickets 
and a critical look at the entries.   
The committee would like to thank the judges who spent a considerable time 
deciding who should gain the top honours and all those who entered, bought 
raffle tickets, provided raffle prizes or helped with refreshments. 
  
Carolyn White 

 

    

100 Club Winners 

 

July:-      1
st
 Sue Eade no.11 £15.0,; 2

nd
 Candy Blackham 

               no.104, 3
rd

 Nigel Cousins no.81 £5.00 

August:- 1
st
 Caroline Loades no.17 £1500, 2

nd
 Robert Sannick 

               no.49 £10.00, 3
rd

 Doris Cook no.21 £5.00 

Congratulations to all the winners. 

 
The Pie and Pud Evening is back at the Village Hall! 

30th September  - Sit down for 7.30 
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Please call Rebecca on 01986 799006 to book your table in advance, and to 
book your choice of pie. 
 

Last booking date 23rd September 
 

Steak and Mushroom Pie 
Chicken and Leek Pie 
Vegetarian Gluten Free Cottage Pie 
 

Syrup Pudding 
Chocolate Pudding 
 

£12.00 a head. 
Bring your own wine/beer/soft drinks 
 

The next pop up bar is on Friday September 1
st

 at 6pm. Once again, our 
friends from the Huntingfield Arms will be running the bar. Cratfield Kitchen will 
be serving food. August’s BBQ was very well attended and we’re hoping for an-
other good night, perhaps even a reprise of the spectacular sunset that made 
such a magnificent backdrop. 
 

 

October 14
th

 is our colourful photographic competition. 
The variety is always astounding, and different themes are chosen each year 
with a calendar produced from the winning pictures. A form will come with 
next month’s mag explaining how to submit your photos. The themes this 
year are: Suffolk Wildlife, Suffolk Nooks & Crannies and Suffolk Reflec-
tions. Everyone may enter, as many pictures as you wish (there is a modest 
charge for each). People living outside the village may also enter. Exhibited 
photos will be on show from 7pm on the night and there will be a bar. You 
will be asked to submit your pictures during the week before the show, so 
this is the last full month in which to get snapping. 
 

Christmas is coming . . . 
As a special event this year, the Village Hall will host a Christmas Fair on Sat 

December 9
th 

10 am. until 3pm. Please put the date in your diary! More details 
will be in next month’s magazine, but plans are to make it a family event, with 
stalls, refreshments and a visit from Father Christmas (if he answers our emails). 
If you think you’d like to take a stall, provide food or in any other way take part, 
please email Natalie.L.Evans@gmail.com or call Natalie on 798790.  
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Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market 
Saturday 2

nd
 September  10am -12.30pm 

inside All Saint's Church, 
inside the Royal Oak, and outside on Church Plain 

 

The weather was perfect again for last month's Market, and it was a busy 
and social time.  Isabella and Edward Fortescue, visiting from 1751, pe-
rused stalls, took tea and cake and graced us with their lovely singing and 
stories of London life – a long, long way from Laxfield in those days. 
 

At the next Market on Saturday 2
nd

 September look forward to lots of lovely 
products again, including food items, crafts, toys and clothing for children, 
and stalls of vintage treasures.  Look for Kim with fudge and sweets and 
Wendy with Simply Suffolk crafts again.  With September and early Octo-
ber being the busiest birthday months, it's an ideal opportunity to stock up 
on unusual gifts not found in the big stores.  Stallholders offer some lovely 
individual items as well as unique greetings cards and wrapping paper.  Do 
all your shopping for family and friends' special days in one sociable morn-
ing!   
 

As entertainment we are delighted to announce the return of the Spiral 
Tribal Belly Dancers (formerly called the Hara Tribal Dancers).  They 
caused quite a stir on their previous visit with exciting modern folkloric 
dance inspired by the haunting music of North Africa, Spain and the Middle 
East, performed with their very individual flair. 
 

Again seek out lots of delicious food items including fresh fish, organic veg-
etables and fruit, local goats cheese, cakes and bakes, home-made bread 
on different stalls this month, and delicious Suffolk free-range pork.   
 

Visitors will find stalls inside the Church, inside the Royal Oak and outside 
on Church Plain so make sure to see all the available goodies. 
 

Tea, coffee and cake will be available inside the Church, and The Royal 
Oak will  be offering breakfasts, bacon rolls, liquid refreshment, and lunch-
es. 
 

Please contact Catherine Cawood on 01986 798852 for info on pitch spac-
es.   
 

 

 Laxfield Market - on the first Saturday morning of every  month – 

all local, all individual and all very friendly!  Come and see us  
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HARVEST SUPPER 

IN 

CRATFIELD 

CHURCH 

 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 7TH 

7 FOR 7.30PM 

 

£10.00 

UNDER 11S £7.00 

 

Please bring your own drinks 

Come and join us.  It's a great evening 

 

Please state any dietary requirements when booking 

 

       

 In aid of CRATFIELDCHURCH 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who came to my book launch at Halesworth Li-
brary on the 10

th
 of August. It was lovely to see so many friends and a 

fine inauguration for The Wardrobe Mistress. The library, which keeps track 
of footfall, counted 75 visitors to the event. Such things help the library’s 
claim for public funding, so for that reason alone it was good to see a 
crowd. Peter Barron who runs Halesworth’s independent book shop had a 
good evening too, selling copies of the book. He has a few left, as do I, in 
case anybody else would like one. 
Natalie Lloyd-Evans (Natalie Meg Evans) 
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Fiona Patrick’s Therapies 

Relax & Unwind .... 

Holistic Massage – Back Massage 

Hot Stone Massage – Indian Head Massage 

Body Scrubs - Body Wraps 

www.fp-therapies.co.uk 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

Give me a call – I am only in BRUNDISH 

01379 388458 or e-mail   

Fiona@fp-therapies.co.uk 

BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 

building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

 

  

Do you hate ironing? 

 

Then let me do it! Reasonable rates, I can 

collect and deliver.   

Existing customers in Cratfield. 

Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or  

01986 873 729  

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Plkace, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A 

WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 

T.W. Tree and Gardening 

Services 

All aspects of tree surgery 

Hedges trimmed, rough areas 

strimmed, garden rubbish cleared 

 

Tel: 01986 798928  

Mob: 07787 753525 
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     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    RenovaBons 

PaBos   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

R. GriBon 

Professional Decorators 

High Quality, reliable 

service for all your 

interior and exterior 

requirements 

 

Telephone: 01379 

586768 

Mobile:  07766 982600 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selecEon of fresh & frozen beef 

readily available 

Come and visit the CraGield beef stand 

at Halesworth produce market every 

second Saturday of each month 

A full price list is available on request.  

Further details from LoBy 01986 

798099 

orders@craGieldbeef.co.uk 

• MOT 

• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• DiagnosBcs 

• All makes welcome 

• Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 

months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 
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Cra�ield  

CaCery 

For cats on holiday in a rural retreat 

• Spacious chalets 

• Vaccinated cats only 

• Utmost care and aCenBon given 

• 10% discount to Cra�ield residents 

Call Rebecca 01986 799006/07879 400113 

         

 

 

Laxfield Pre-School Group 

(Framlingham Road, Laxfield IP13 8HD) 

Rewarded ‘Outstanding’ for the third consecutive time.  

Sessions available between 8.30am -3.30pm for children 
aged 2-5yrs. Funding is available subject to criteria. 
Please call Lizzie on 01986 798091 or email at 

manager.laxfieldpreschool@outlook.com 
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          ACORN FOOT HEALTH     

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci, 

PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP 

    FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT 

HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC 

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses, 

fungal InfecBon, corns, nail cuLng, bunions 

and Foot Care for diabeBcs. 

Foot health checks and all nail condiBons. 

For an appointment 

Tel. 01379 384873  Mob. 07724 073328 

       Email: griffithstwo@aol.com 

Some evening appointments available 

HORSE & GARDEN 

SUPPLIES  

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth  

01986 873484  open 9 – 1.00, 2 

– 5.00 pm Mon – Sat 

Everything for horse and rider.   

Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs, 

wellingtons, workwear, country 

clothing, giN tokens 

 

MAN & MACHINE 

 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 

SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132  MOBILE 07966 

725001 



20 

Now if you remember I have just started working at EDF Energy, if you don’t remember go read last 

months Cra�ield News again (it’s really good!). 

One Christmas I remember parBcularly well was in 2001. Every shiN we would have a compeBBon to see 

who could fit certain phrases into the conversaBon with callers and get away with. There was the usual 

Star Wars references – “Don’t worry Mrs Smith, we shall return The Force to you as soon as we can!” 

“Yes we are aware of a power failure in your area, Yoda knows all!” and “Our engineer will be there soon 

and will get the power back on, the force is strong with this one!” and so on. 

My absolute favourite was the “say the stupidest thing” thing, where we would give out outrageous 

advice! These are absolutely genuine, as close to word for word as I can remember, obviously names 

have been changed for privacy reasons (and because I can’t remember them!). 

Customer 1 - “I have a power failure and I’m scared, I’ve never had a power cut before. Do you have any 

advice?” 

Agent – “Yes, Mrs Smith, when moving between rooms in the dark, don’t walk into the walls!” 

Customer 2 – “The powers off and we live in the middle of nowhere, you’ll have trouble finding me.” 

Agent – “Don’t worry sir, just go out front of your property, flip your car onto its roof and set fire to it. 

We’ll know exactly where you are then!” 

Customer 3 – “We have no power, can you hurry it up, I’m hungry and my kids are cold!” 

Agent – “Well, all you need to do pile your kids up out front, pour on petrol and light a match. Your kids 

won’t be cold anymore and when they done, you can eat them!” 

Customer 4 – “There’s no power, it’s dark and cold and I don’t know what to do!” 

Me – “Well, sir, all you need is about 1000 gallons of molten wax and 30 foot of rope.” 

Customer 4 – “What do I do with those?” 

Me – “Put the rope down your chimney, pour in the wax and you’ll have a big candle, light it and you’ll 

have light.” 

Customer 4 – “But my house will burn down!” 

Me – “Well, you won’t be cold then will you?” 

And my absolute personal favourite: 

Confessions of a… Whatever I was at the Eme. 

Part 2…  This Emes it’s personal! 

The enthralling tale of my past life conEnued from last month. 

Exclusively in the CraGield News!! 

Get your copy at all good leBer boxes, NOW! 
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Four Star Rated 

Whipple Tree CoBage 

Bell Green, CraGield 

This carefully restored Bmbered former stable and hayloN includes 1 x double, 1 x 

twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs. 

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy 

wheelchair access. PreCy coCage garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for 

two cars. 

For bookings apply to: 

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green CoCage, Cra�ield, 

Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI 

Customer 5 – “I have a power failure, all the lights are off. It’s dark and the TV isn’t working. What do I 

do?” 

Me – “Well, Mr Smith, we should have your power back within 3 hours, it may be a great opportunity to 

have a romanBc evening with the wife. Light some candles, a liCle drink and a snuggle up.” 

Customer 5 – “No, I’m too old for that sort of thing!” 

Me – “You’re only as old as you feel!” 

Customer 5 – “Yes but I can’t feel it anymore, that’s the problem!” 

It’s amazing what we used to get away with! It’s not surprising that when I tried to apply for a job there 

again aNer I’d leN for a few years that they didn’t take me back on! 

I’ve had a few more jobs since then, door to door sales (I hated it) warehouse operaBve for a picture and 

mirror framer (also hated it) call centre sales for an insurance company (terrible at it and didn’t like it), 

internal movement vehicle operator at the Port of Felixstowe (soooo boring), working at Haverhill 

(Haverhole to anyone but the locals) dump (where I found £100 in a handbag someone had thrown out, I 

couldn’t locate the owner *cough cough*), some minor work in other Call Centres (absolutely terrible) 

and now as a Highways Inspector (tolerable) and part-Bme self-employed IT Technician (wahoo, the 

dream!) 

So all-in-all I have done a few things and had some good fun along the way, some of which I have been 

able to tell you about here. 

 

Peter Sparrow 
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Crane Lodge, Bickers Hill, Laxfield, IP13 8DP 

Telephone: 01986-798901 

September 2017 

Dear Friends, 

As summer draws to a close and we start looking ahead to harvest 
celebrations and the many festivals leading up to Christmas, this month 
marks the start of the new academic year; children will be starting school, 
others moving up a year and many will be starting vocational training. Among 
this last group are two people from our Benefice, Rebecca Artiss and David 
Mulrenan. 

Rebecca and David have for many years been exploring with the church their 
calling to Ordained ministry, that is to say, to the priesthood. I am very 
pleased to say that this exploration culminated in an interview with Bishop 
Martin a few weeks ago during which he said one word which has a life 
changing effect; it was ‘Yes’. So, these two people will start their training this 
month, for them and us, it is a new beginning, and all being well, they will be 
ordained as Deacons sometime next year, either Petertide or Michaelmas. 
Their training will continue until at some time in the future they will ordained 
as priests. 

For those of you who don’t know Rebecca, she is an elder at St Peter’s 
Church, Monk Soham. She teaches mathematics and (trust me) she is a 
gifted musician along with her brother Tim. She comes from a long-

established church family who, I think most will agree, are the mainstay 
members of that Church. 

David is an elder at St Lawrence’ church Brundish, he is a member of the 
choir and has also lead the worship as an elder in other parishes within the 
Benefice. He has for many years been a prominent figure in Brundish and 
has worked hard for the community. He is employed as a teaching assistant 
in Framlingham. 

Rebecca and David deserve our support and our prayers as they go forward 
into this new phase of our Christian community, please keep them in your 
prayers 

With my prayers and best wishes, 

Ron 



23 

ST. MARY'S CHURCH - SEPTEMBER SERVICES 

 

 
 

If you cannot fulfill these requirements please contact Margaret Thompson 

 

 

NEWS FROM ST.MARY'S 

HARVEST SUPPER.   
If you are new to Cratfield please come along to one of our great village 
events.  See our main ad. In the magazine. 
                               

 

CHURCH TREES 

Most of you will recall that Hurricane Doris, on 23
rd

 February, brought down 
one of the four large horse chestnuts in front of the church. Fortunately it was 
the one furthest from the church and so caused no damage to the building. 
However, as all the trees are the same age and the victim was found to be 
rotting from the centre, it was a warning call; were one of the others to come 
down the damage to the church would be considerable. 
We propose, therefore, to pollard the three remaining trees, reducing their 
height by about two thirds, and hope they will survive.  Depending on the 
condition they are found to be in it is possible that they may have to come 
down altogether, but we feel it is at least worth giving them a chance.   
If you have a view on this do let one of us on the PCC know; all comments 
from the village will be taken seriously. 
 

St. Mary's PCC 

SUNDAY 
10th 

SUNDAY 
17th 

SUNDAY 
24th 

  
6.30pm 

Evensong 
Lay Elder 

  
9.30am 

Village Worship 
Lay Elder 

  
8.00am 

Holy Communion 
DB 

Reader 
E. Dix 

  

Reader 
A. Edmonds 

  

Reader 
P. Baker 

  
Sidesperson 
A Edmonds 

  
Sidesperson 
A. Edmonds 

  
Sidesperson 
D. Peacock 

Exodus 12:1-14 
Romans 13:8-end 
Matthew 18:15-20 

Exodus 14:19-end 
Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 20:1-16 

Exodus 16:2-15 
Phil 1:21-3nd 

Matthew 20:1-16 



24 

DIRECTORY: 
 

 

Doctor’s Surgery Fressingfield 01379 586 227 

 Stradbroke 01379 384 220 

Local officers: 

Church Rev. David Burrell  01986 798 136  

'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield  

theparsnips@googlemail.com  

 

Church Wardens: 

Andy Edmunds  01986 798523 

Lay Elder for Cra�ield - Margaret Thompson  07906 509302  

Parish Council - LoCy Barbour  01986 798099 

PC Clerk Sally Chapman   01379 855486  
PC Website www.cra�ield.onesuffolk.net  

Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator—Bob Stra�ord 01986 798143 

 

Village Hall: 

Chair Person - Rebecca Sannick  01986 799006 

Vice Chair - Richard Turberville   01986 798346  
Bookings - Jo Nunn  01986 799181  

PainBng Club - Mick Chave   01986 798771    

Laxfield School Act. Head Teacher - Mrs Hammond 01986 798344 

Nova Group - Heather Hargood   01986 798180  
 

Magazine Editors: 

Sue Eade, Cranes CoCage, Cra�ield, IP19 0BN  01986 798725 

suecratmag@aol.com  

Treasurer - Geoff Moore  01379 588024 

ProducBon Manager -  

Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cra�ield, IP19 0BS  01986 798472 

peter-sparrow@outlook.com 

 

All informaBon must arrive by 20
th  

of the month. 

AdverBsing rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8; 

flyer £10. 

Please contact Sue, Geoff, Molly or Peter for more informaBon 


