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WELCOME 

 

A warm welcome to Helen, Elliott and Harry who are moving into Yew 
Trees. 
Helen, Elliot and Harry first came to Cratfield at Easter 2012, staying at 
Bell Corner Cottage. They have since stayed at the cottage on ten 
occasions. (Must have been love, what's not to love about Cratfield?) 
They mentioned a couple of years ago that they hoped eventually to 
move here, so when Yew Trees came on the market they felt it was an 
opportunity not to be missed.  We look forward to them being here 
permanently in the not too distant future. 

 

 

 

NOT LONG TO GO NOW! 
 

Your last chance to take that winning picture and submit it to the 

Cratfield Photographic Competition 

 

Photos may be 12” x 8” or 8” x 6” (no other sizes accepted) and you 
should keep copies in digital format. 
Photos may be matt or gloss, colour or black and white. 
Please write your name clearly on the back of each photo submitted 
together with the title of the picture and the category entered.( £1 per 
entry) 
All entries to go to Susannah Ellis/Crawley, Bell Farm, Bell Green, 
Cratfield IP19 0DL (opposite Manse Lane) by 7.00pm on Monday 7th 
October 2019 together with the entry fee (cash only please). 
 

 

 

CARPET BOWLS IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Carpet Bowls is back in the Village Hall every Wednesday evening from 
7.00pm to 9.00pm.   
Come along and join us.  It's great fun and very sociable.   
Don't be put off if you are a total beginner – most of us are. 
Just turn up on the night.   
 

Cost £2.00 for the evening. 
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As instructed on the cover of September's Cratfield News... 'I give 
thanks'. 
 

Sue 

Your kind words about Charlie's recent 30
th
 birthday celebrations are much 

appreciated.  A tremendous time was had by all and we are grateful for 
both your tolerance and your understanding. 
 

Charlie had earlier that day hung the Suffolk flag in the tent for his party 
and Sue, your generous spirited response to the disturbance to Cratfield's 
more usual peace and quiet that night has led me to reflect on an idyllic 
Suffolk childhood that both Emily and Charlie experienced in this village. 
 

As they grew up here, they had the freedom to begin to roam, which in-
creased once they could borrow a mobile phone and travel further afield on 
their bicycles.  Then Emily passed her driving test and Charlie had a mo-
ped and so it went on.  Now they are both living in London – but they return 
and they visit old friends and bring new ones here, including Emily's young 
son Archie.  And it is in Cratfield that they choose to celebrate their mile-
stones.. 
 

So, thank you Sue and all our other neighbours for your tolerance over the 
years – and for the part you will have played in the Suffolk upbringing of my 
children:  I Give Thanks. 
 

Sara Vass 

 

P.S.  I understand that the reason Charlie's friends didn't make it 4.00am is 
because the birthday boy was ready for bed at 3.50am, so pulled the plug 
on the electrics! 
 

 

 

Message from Yvonne and Trevor to all our friends of Cratfield 

 

We would like to say a big Thank You for all the lovely cards, messages 
and well wishes we have received, it has been overwhelming. 
 

It was quite emotional leaving Cratfield, we grew up there and spent most 
of our lives in the village, it was always on the cards that one day we would 
move away and when we came to look at the house we now live in, we 
knew that the time had come, it was just what we were looking for and we 
are loving it here in Framlingham. 
 

It is 10 miles nearer to Trev's work and I have found a couple of lovely cir-
cular walks that take me about 35-40 minutes which I am enjoying daily. 
I have already seen a few of you while out walking, some have stopped 
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and said hello and some have hooted the horn and given me a wave. 
 

We have not cut our ties with the village completely, we still have family living 
there and family graves to tend to in the churchyard, so if we have not al-
ready seen you, we may see you on one of our visits in the future from time 
to time. 
 

We have some lovely neighbours here, young and friendly which is good as 
it was one of our main concerns after living next door to brilliant neighbours 
in Cratfield. 
 

So many thanks to all. 
 

Trevor and Yvonne 

 

 

Well, I think the above two items just about sum up all we love about living in 
Cratfield.  I often wonder if it is the same in all villages or are we just extra 
fortunate.  I think I'll go with the latter. 
Now all you good people see below!! 
Sue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help Wanted 

 

We are planning an autumn clearance for the churchyard 

 Saturday October 12
th

 10.00am (from 10am, morning only) 
 

We had a splendid turn out earlier in the year and since then several people 
have told us they would be very happy to join in again.  So, make a note on 
your calendar when you read this, it's so easy to think, yes I'll do that and 
when the time comes you've forgotten!!  I write as one who knows! 
Although the Community payback team have done a good job towards the 
front of the churchyard there is still plenty to do further back. 
 

Strimmers particularly useful, but secateurs, shears, rakes, wheel- barrows 
are all needed.  Tea/coffee and biscuits provided. 
Thank you in advance! 
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Cratfield Garden Society 

 

The Cratfield Garden Society met at Church Farm House on Wednes-
day 4th September.  Eight of us gathered round to discuss bulb plant-
ing, pruning (what and when) and shared some seeds we had collect-
ed.  It was decided that we would plan a visit to Beth Chatto's garden in 
Essex, hopefully later this year.  The plan would be either to hire a mini- 
bus or, depending on numbers, go in two or three cars. 
 

The Garden Club also agreed that it would take on the responsibility for 
the small beds outside the village hall. 
 

The next meeting will be in the village hall on Wednesday 6th November 
to discuss planning the vegetable garden to 2020 and what vegetable 
and flower seeds to sow this autumn. 
 

Caroline Marflleet 
 

 

Annual Christmas Market – All Saints Church, Mendham 

Saturday 30th November 2019 – 10.00am – 3.00pm 

 

Our annual Christmas market will be taking place in the church. 
This is the ideal opportunity to get ahead with your Christmas shopping 
and solve some of those present buying dilemmas.  There will be stalls 
selling home-made preserves, cakes and other seasonal goodies, hand
-painted pots and other items, jewellery, hand-crafted cards, gifts, dec-
orations, and even home-made treats for your four legged friends! 
Our café will be serving a variety of cakes and drinks, including our leg-
endary sausage rolls and hot lunches will be available from 12.00. 
 

Please contact Dawn Dawson on 01379 855440or heather Lee on 
01379 588306 for further details. 
 

 

Date for your diary 

 

Heveningham Hall Fireworks – Saturday 2nd November 
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Linstead Farm & Garden 

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 

 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 

785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Gates Lodge Self Catering 
 

• Luxury	Grade	2	Listed	Accommodation 

• Fully	Equiped 

• 4	star	Detached	Cart-Lodge	&	Stable		

Farmland views 
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ 

01379-586166 
www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com 

www.gateslodge.co.uk 

     

Cratfield Parish 

Council 

Please help clean & tidy up your vil-
lage 

Cratfield Parish Council has now pur-
chased litter picking equipment 
which can be borrowed anytime. 

Your support would be greatly appreciated! 

If you would like to litter pick please contact: 

Cllr Gloria Steward Tel: 07791 515 016 - collect in vil-
lage 

Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187 350 – collect from 

Silverleys Green 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP 
STRADBROKE 01379 388908 

FULLY CERTIFIED 

INSURANCE APPROVED 

TONY HALES 

BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE 

 

Don’t forget to book your lucky sweep for weddings. 
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Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market 
Saturday 5th October 9.30am -12 midday 

 

inside All Saint's Church and in the Royal Oak 

and outside on Church Plain 

' 
Last month's Market was successfully incorporated within the 'Laxitude' 
weekend event with some stallholders being accommodated in their large 
marquee, this month it returns to normal with stalls inside the Church, 
inside the Royal Oak and outside on Church Plain, linking the two. 
 

There will be lots of stallholders as usual, ranging from local items such 
as free-range eggs, first class welfare-friendly meats, cakes, bread and 
bakes including gluten and dairy-free, hand-crafted gifts, artworks, hand-

made cards, vintage items and collectibles.  Plants and bulbs ready for 
autumn planting, garden items and turned wood.   
 

Also planning to attend are jewellery makers, makers of hand-made 
soaps and candles, lampshades, children's clothes, and lots more, usual-
ly 30+ stalls. 
 

Refreshments will be available in the Church, and in the pub where 
breakfasts, bacon butties and teas/coffees and lunches will all be on of-
fer. 
 

This month we have some entertainment too – with the return of the pop-
ular 'Tanglethread'. 
 

This lively Market is very popular with stallholders and customers alike, 
so there is always a waiting list for indoor stall space, but do contact 
Catherine Cawood on 01986 798852 for info on availability. 
 

 The Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market welcomes you on the first 
Saturday morning of every month – 

 

 A Suffolk Market run by lovely friendly people - 
looking forward to seeing you there! 
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Would you like 

an attractive 

garden, or a productive 

vegetable patch, but lack the 

time, energy or experience?   

Then call Gary Kimpton Garden 

Services for expert advice and 

practical help in your garden.  

Please telephone 07913814176 for 

a prompt response. 

Four Star Rated 

Whipple Tree Co%age 

Bell Green, Cra)ield 

This carefully restored ,mbered former stable and haylo- includes 1 x double, 1 x 

twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs. 

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy 

wheelchair access. Pre6y co6age garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for 

two cars. 

For bookings apply to: 

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green Co6age, Cra;ield, 

Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI 

GOT A DRIP? 

Need a plumber? 

40 years experience. 
Water filters and softeners 

Heating and plumbing 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Locally based 

Call Derek 07971 007846 
email: 

Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk 
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VILLAGE HALL NEWSVILLAGE HALL NEWSVILLAGE HALL NEWSVILLAGE HALL NEWS    

    
Horticultural Show 

Huge thanks to Carolyn White for taking on the massive undertaking of 
organising this event – many hours spent putting schedules together, beg-
ging/borrowing and occasionally stealing judges, setting out/ clearing up 
and organising helpers.  Well done to all those who entered, especially 
those who were awarded the best in class or indeed best in show. 
Friday 4

th
 October – Pop-Up bar with food by Cratfield Kitchen 6-9pm 

Many thanks to all the helpers and bar staff from the September pop-up – 
'setter uppers' Natalie along with Paul and Sandra – who also assisted with 
the first bar shift and Richard and Andy who took over for the second bar 
shift.  Also not forgetting Dan and Linzi Elford & Susannah (the new Mrs. 
Crawley!) along with Caroline Wisby-Brown who helped clear up and Den-
nis Rockall who is always around somewhere assisting – we would be lost 
without you! 
Saturday 12

th
 October – Cratfield Photography Competition 6pm with 

prize giving 7.15pm 

It's almost here – cut off date for printed submissions is 7pm on 7
th
 October 

and all entries/forms and monies need to be delivered to Susannah Craw-
ley, Bell Farm, Bell Green, IP19 0DL (the long gravel drive opposite the 
end of Manse Lane).  There is a green plastic-  lidded box by the front of 
the house for entries.  Entry forms in last month's magazine or there are 
spares at the Village Hall.  The winning photos will also be used for the 
Cratfield Calendar – so ensure you also have an e-mailable/digital version 
of any you submit.  Good Luck! 
Coffee Morning – Thursday 17

th
 October 10.30 – 12.30 

Following the success and good turnout at the' Rural Coffee Caravan's' 
visit to the village hall a large number of people asked if it would be possi-
ble to have another – so come along between 10.30 and 12.30 for tea/
coffee, cake and biscuits.  If you would like to volunteer to help in any way 
(bake a cake, provide some biscuits, help with teas/coffees etc.) or would 
like to come along but need picking up or dropping off, please contact 
Wendy Thomas on 01986 798181 

Next committee meeting – Thursday 17
th

 October – open forum from 
7.15pm with committee meeting starting at 7.30pm (please note only com-
mittee members can be in attendance from 7.30pm onwards for the meet-
ing). The open forum is for anyone to attend if they have queries, questions 
or suggestions on how the village hall is run or would like to suggest any 
events, offer assistance etc. 
9

th
 November – Cheese and Wine Evening 7 for 7.30pm 

Following the very successful food evenings we are combining a wine tast-
ing and talk by a local wine producer from Laxfield along with sampling a 
range of local artisan cheeses.  Numbers are strictly limited so book early 
to avoid disappointment.  Tickets £6 per person  -please place money per 
head in an envelope with your name on the front in Rebecca Sannick's 
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postbox which is to the left of the gate behind the picket fence, (Bell View 
Farm, Manse Lane, used to be the Cratfield Cattery). Any queries please 
contact Rebecca on 01986 799006.  Please note cut off date for tickets will 
be 4

th
 November – or sooner dependent upon how fast they sell our – if you 

are interested in this book ASAP as places are limited! 
23

rd
 November – Acoustic Night 3 

Back by very popular demand with a full programme of fine singers and mu-
sicians both local and from further afield, some new and some returning by 
request – the bar will be open too!  More details re the time in next month's 
magazine. 
 Donations will be taken for the East Anglian Air Ambulance. 
 

100Club held at Nova 

1
st
 Simon Woolward No:77 £15.00 

2
nd

 Sara Vass No: 12 £10.00 

3
rd

 Robert King No: 80 £5.00 

Congratulations to all the winners 

 

Open Farm: Join Us For The Cratfield Turkey Trot – Sunday 13
th

 
October 12noon to 4.30pm at Whitehouse Farm, Swan Green Lane, 
Cratfield. 
In the 1900s the Turkey Trot was a fashionable ragtime dance; in America it 
is a road race from 3 to 26 miles with over a million trotters every year…..the 
Cratfield version is more sedate – a gentle circular walk around the little 
globe/fields of Cratfield, about 1.5miles – with a turkey themed quiz along the 
way.    
Follow the turkey trail, come and meet the turkeys in their paddocks, find out 
more about our field to fork approach to growing the tastiest Christmas birds, 
try some fun turkey based activities and sample tastings. Refreshments 
available including hot turkey rolls, tea, coffee and cake. P A Mobbs and 
Sons are celebrating 85 years as turkey producers this year and the event 
will also include a look back with 
some historical photos. 



14 

For further details contact tonybateson@live.co.uk 

Or Tony & Kerry on  

01986 785 274 or  

07787 522 313 

Tradi,onal 

breed and you 

can taste the 

difference! 

All meat is at present 

jointed & frozen 

Available 1/2, 1/4 

lambs or individual 

cuts 

LAMB MEAT 

Welsh Mountain Badger Faced  

(from the uplands of Cra)ield) 
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Pete’s Pete’s Pete’s Pete’s     

Computer Computer Computer Computer     

Services Services Services Services  

Reliable, helpful, honest and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PC, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

 

Tel: 07758076177 or 01986888505 

pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk  

WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk 

 

 PAINTING AND DECORATING 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

 

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE 
SERVICE 

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

 

PAUL GODDARD 

Tel: 01986 784594 
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2019  Mobile Library Dates 

 

Silverleys Green 14.15 – 14.35 

The Poacher 14.45 – 14.55 

 

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays 

October 8th, November 5th, December 3rd.  

BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 

building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

 

  

Do you hate ironing? 

 

Then let me do it! Reasonable rates, I can 

collect and deliver.   

Existing customers in Cratfield. 

Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or  

01986 873 729  

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Plkace, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A 

WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 

T.W. Tree and Gardening 

Services 

All aspects of tree surgery 

Hedges trimmed, rough areas 

strimmed, garden rubbish cleared 

 

Tel: 01986 798928  

Mob: 07787 753525 
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     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    Renova,ons 

Pa,os   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

R. Gri%on 

Professional Decorators 

High Quality, reliable 

service for all your 

interior and exterior 

requirements 

 

Telephone: 01379 

586768 

Mobile:  07766 982600 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selecGon of fresh & frozen beef 

readily available 

Come and visit the Cra)ield beef stand 

at Halesworth produce market every 

second Saturday of each month 

A full price list is available on request.  

Further details from Lo%y 01986 

798099 

orders@cra)ieldbeef.co.uk 

• MOT 

• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• Diagnos,cs 

• All makes welcome 

• Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 

months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 
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Grayston Bros. 
 

‘They sell everything at the Garage in Laxfield,’ an Old Timer said to me. 
 

 I smiled to myself pityingly at the idea of a rural rival to Amazon on our 
doorstep.  ‘Oh yes,’ I replied, unenthused, ‘I must remember to pop in 
some time.’ 

 

One summer day I needed something to help us deal 
with the flies, which, as everyone knows, are the only 
downside of living in Cratfield.  Why not try the 
Garage?  If they sold ‘everything’ – surely, they would 
have the answer to our plague of insects. Off I went, 
hunted around (the Garage is some way past the 
Church and the Post Office) and found it.  There was 
a shop in an old building, a complex of outbuildings 
and a disused petrol pump.  I opened the door and a 

sound like an electrically enhanced squeaky hinge in a horror film 
summoned assistance.  I looked around.  Ranged on the crammed shelves 
was everything you need for life in Suffolk. Screws, hinges, nuts, bolts, 
tacks and nails in many sizes and all available singly.  All kinds of rope and 
twine.  Vermin traps, grass seeds, practical outdoor clothing, garden 
gloves, paints, varnishes, oils and wood treatments. It smelled of a 
pleasant concatenation of all those useful things. 
 

The owner, Neil, came in.  I asked him about what could be done about the 
flies and he suggested those red top traps that capture flies by the 
thousand. They worked well. 
 

Since then I like nothing better nothing more 
than a trip to the Garage at Laxfield.  If there 
is anything we need for the garden Neil has 
it.  When my mower conks out Neil is the 
man to repair it! 
 

The Garage at Laxfield has lots of history. Neil lent me a book about it.  
The business has been owned and managed by five generations of the 
Grayston family continuously from 1850 when it started out as a 
blacksmiths’ at Heveningham.  Later they opened premises in Laxfield and 
since 1912 these premises have traded under the name Grayston Bros. 
The history of the business tells the story of rural Suffolk and its changing 
needs and wants.  Over the years they sold cars and all kinds of farm 
machinery.  They were large contractors, especially for plumbing and 
central heating.  Many of the houses in the area were plumbed into the 
mains and have running water because of Grayston Brothers.  At its height 
the business had up to ten full time employees.   It has been a thriving 
garage, selling, servicing, repairing vehicles and farm machinery and 
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          ACORN FOOT HEALTH     

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci, 

PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP 

    FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT 

HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC 

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses, 

fungal Infec,on, corns, nail cuMng, bunions 

and Foot Care for diabe,cs. 

Foot health checks and all nail condi,ons. 

For an appointment 

Tel. 01379 384873  Mob. 07724 073328 

       Email: griffithstwo@aol.com 

Some evening appointments available 

stocking petrol.  It was once a busy blacksmith.  Farmers were very keen get 
their horses shod there on rainy days when they could not work the land.  
Grayston Brothers performed the highly skilled task of fitting iron tyres to 
cartwheels – the tyres had to be sized so that when they were red hot they 
would fit over the wheels and when they cooled, they would make a tight fit. 
 

Over the years the business has changed - it has got smaller and diversified 
in other directions, but it is still very much a part of the local scene. 
 

I went in the other day.  A man in a 
car outside who was about to drive 
off said to me. 
 

 

‘They sell everything here. I came in for two individual screws and he had 
exactly what I needed. I’ve lived round here for years and only found out 
about this place recently when a mate of mine could not obtain a rare spare 
part for his Classic Car and someone suggested I came here.  Neil had it for 
him the next day.’ 
 

‘Yes’ I nodded sagely, ‘They sell everything at the Garage in Laxfield.’ 
 

Nigel Cousins 
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Fiona Patrick’s Therapies 

Relax & Unwind .... 

Holistic Massage – Back Massage 

Hot Stone Massage – Indian Head Massage 

Body Scrubs - Body Wraps 

www.fp-therapies.co.uk 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

Give me a call – I am only in BRUNDISH 

01379 388458 or e-mail   

Fiona@fp-therapies.co.uk 

HORSE & GARDEN 

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth  

01986 873484  open 9 - 5.00 pm 

Monday – Saturday 

Everything for horse and rider.   

Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs, 

wellingtons, workwear, country 

clothing, gi- tokens and much 

more 

 

MAN & MACHINE 

 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 

SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132  MOBILE 07966 

725001 
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The Rectory, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield 

Dear Friends 

 

The Battle of Britain Memorial which is in the shape of a Propeller is situat-
ed on the Cliffs just outside Capel-le-Ferne about 2 miles from Folkestone. 

The Battle of Britain Memorial, as its name sounds, is devoted to the 
memory of those lost in the Battle of Britain from July to September 1940. 
It was the idea of Wing Commander Geoffrey Page DSO DFC, himself a 
veteran of the Battle, that there should be a permanent, national memorial. 
The Cliff tops of Kent over which most of the Battle was fought seemed an 
appropriate location. It was opened by Her Majesty the Queen on 9th July 
1993. It is recessed in the cliff top slightly, with banked up edges which 
can be used for viewing, however the best view is from the air and it was 
designed as such. The memorial is in the form of a three bladed propeller. 

The three blades are chalk, cut into the cliff top with a central stone memo-
rial and stone paved area. The figure is approx. 60 metres wide, the 
blades are 3.5 metres at their widest point. 

The design of the centre piece of a lone pilot in contemplative mood was 
felt to be more appropriate to the memory of those who lost their lives in 
the Battle (This was made in Cambridge). Beneath the figure are the 
Crests of those squadrons that flew in the Battle of Britain, many no longer 
exist. The R.A.F. was decimated during the defence of France and was ill 
prepared for the defence of an invasion, and in July of 1940, Hitler grew 
tired of waiting for Britain's surrender and made plans for the invasion of 
Britain. German forces of 60,000 men were to be landed along the coast 
between Folkestone and Brighton. He aimed to capture the whole of Kent 
by October 1940, having commenced the invasion on 21st September. 

What gave those young airmen the impetus to carry on the fight?  Well 
they believed in their cause, they believed in the machines that they flew 
and they were supported by devoted ground crew and the home radar sys-
tem.  They could so easily have given up especially when they were sent 
up to face the enemy for the third or fourth time in one day but they did not. 
Even when the enemy seemed to have limitless resources they battled on 
and thank God they did because without their tenacity and bloody minded 
refusal to admit defeat the history of the Second World War may have 
been written by a different set of victors. 

The church also seems to be getting smaller with fewer members and  
churches closing; is this the end?  Yes, it is, if we do not take the lesson 
from history that the Battle of Britain gives us.  The Battle was won by the 
faith the airmen had in their machines and by the support they were given.  
As Christians we need also to keep the faith and also be ready to support 
those who carry the message to others or who face daily the canon shells 
from a world that has rationalised out the need for God. 
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’The right to guide the course of world history is the noblest prize of 
victory. We are still toiling up the hill; we have not yet reached the crest
-line of it; we cannot survey the landscape or even imagine what its 
condition will be when that longed-for morning comes. The task which 
lies before us immediately is at once more practical, more simple and 
more stern.… For the rest, we have to gain the victory. That is our task. 
‘ So said Churchill again in that wonderful speech, we must keep our eyes on 
the now, we do not know what the future holds it is pointless to speculate.  
When the roof of a Suffolk church was renewed in the 1980s a note was 
found hidden in the rafters from the Victorian church wardens saying when 
the note was found they believed there would be no Christian Church and all 
was lost,  They were wrong. The task which lies before us immediately is at 
once more practical, more simple and more stern.… For the rest, we have to 
gain the victory. That is our task. ‘  In other words do not lose heart follow the 
task God has given you and the future will look after itself.   

 

David 

 

 

Lightwave comes to the Four Rivers Churches 

 

We are setting up Lightwave groups across the eight parishes in the Four Rivers and 
looking for ideas and folk to join in.  Lightwave is a Christian community all over Suf-
folk, meeting in small groups in homes, offices, schools, pubs and other places.  It 
works alongside the more traditional ways of doing church.  It is committed to shining 
the light of Jesus in Suffolk through acts of kindness and practical service as well as 
worship and witness.  There are no sermons, but we do read the Bible and try to put it 
into practice in our lives.  Lightwave enables those who cannot get to a Sunday Ser-
vice to be fully included in the community based on Christian faith.  Our aim is to en-
courage people who find the Sunday service too formal or structured to join a Light-
wave group.  Lightwave groups have lots of fun together for example – barbeques, 
bonfires, Trade craft parties, children’ s events, bowling or cinema.   
For further information and expressions of interest, please contact Chrissie Smart at 
christinemsmart@aol.com or telephone 01728 627838 

 

Il Tenore and Forest 
 

Il Tenore and Forest return to Brundish, St. Lawrence’ Church on 8th December 2019 
for a festive evening of Christmas Music.  Tickets £12 from Chrissie Smart or Michelle 
Aitken – 01728 627838.  As always, wine and cheese will be available afterwards.  
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St. Mary's Church Services – October  2019 

 

 

 

CONCERT TEAS 

 

A special thank you to Pat Thompson, Diane Bullock, Maisie Lister, Sue 
Seabon and Sue Ackerley Team Managers for this year's Concert Teas at 
St. Mary's Church.  Thank you to all their teams and espeially all the won-
derful cake bakers.  We couldn't do it without you.  Cratfield teas remain 
supreme amongst the concert-goers.  A special thank you to Diane Bullock 
who very kindly supplied all the provisions this year. 
These concerts are a very significant part of our fund-raising to keep St. 
Mary's the very special place she is.  The Parochial Church Council at St. 
Mary's are extremely grateful. 
Thank you. 

 

HARVEST SUPPER 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported St. Mary's Harvest Supper this year, 
whether you cooked, entertained, created amazing flower arrangements, 
put up tables, laid tables or washed up (there was a lot of it!), even just 
buying a ticket, every one played a part in making it the wonderful evening 
it was. 
THANK YOU 

Sunday 

13th 

Sunday 

20th 

Sunday 

27th 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

DB 

9.30am 

Holy Communion 

RA/DB 

  

8.00am 

Holy Communion 

DB 

Sidesperson 

A. Edmonds 

Sidesperson 

A. Edmonds 

Sidesperson 

D. Peacock 

  

Reader 
P. Baker 

Reader 
D. Peacock 

Readers 

E. Cook 

  

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 

2 Timothy 3:14-4.5 

Luke 18:14 

Joel 2:23-32 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 
16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 
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DIRECTORY: 
 

 

Doctor’s Surgery Fressingfield 01379 586 227 

 Stradbroke 01379 384 220 

Local officers: 

Church Rev. David Burrell  01986 798 136  

'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield  

theparsnips@googlemail.com  

 

Church Wardens: 

Andy Edmunds  01986 798523 

Lay Elder for Cra;ield - Margaret Thompson  07906 509302  

Parish Council - Lo6y Barbour  01986 798099 

PC Clerk Sally Chapman   01379 855486  
PC Website www.cra;ield.onesuffolk.net  

Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator - Nick Eade  01986 798725  
 

Village Hall: 

Chair Person - Natalie Lloyd-Evans   01986 798790  
Vice Chair - Richard Turberville   01986 798346  
Bookings - Jo Nunn  01986 799181    

Laxfield School Head of School- Mrs Minns  01986 798344 

Nova Group - Heather Hargood   01986 798180  
 

Magazine Editors: 

Sue Eade, Cranes Co6age, Cra;ield, IP19 0BN  01986 798725 

suecratmag@aol.com  

Treasurer - Geoff Moore  01379 588024 

Produc,on Manager -  

Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cra;ield, IP19 0BS  01986 888505 

peter-sparrow@outlook.com 

 

 

All informa,on must arrive by 20
th  

of the month. 

Adver,sing rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8; 

flyer £10. 

Please contact Sue, Geoff, Molly or Peter for more informa,on 


