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As one door shuts another opens. 
 

 Many of you 'old' Cratfieldians know that taking down Mum and Dad's 
house 'Roselyn' was not a surprise, but it will look very different from now 
on.  I went there, as I have on many occasions, and the workmen said 
they had found a couple of photographs... they were slides.  Ray, a friend 
of mine, (many of you know him from seeing him in the village hall at 
various times), has a slide projector and when we showed the slides on a 
screen they were of my cousins from Australia when they were growing 
up.  How extraordinary is that!  They were only children back then. The 
slides were in colour and Ray took some photos of them from the screen 
and sent them back to Australia. 
 

Donna and Simon   
 

 

Cratfield Village Sign 

 

Thank you to Mark Askew who is now helping out with maintaining our 
Village sign. As Mark lives in the Old School he is more than happy to do 
so. 
 

RIP - Ned 

 (Bedlington) 
26.10.2003 – 04.02.2020 

 

He gave us 16+ years of happiness, life's not the same without him. 
Thank you to all for your cards and other kind messages of sympathy. 

 

Sue and Nick 

 

 

Carpet Bowls 

 

Every Wednesday 7-9.  £2 per head including refreshments. Everyone 
welcome. We play strictly for fun – and most of us are novices so do 
come along! 
Please note that there will be no bowls on Wednesday March 4th   
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LAXFIELD & DISTRICT MUSEUM 
Opening Event 

 
From Laxefelda to Laxfield 

a surprising history of our village in sketches, 
songs, stories… 

 
Friday 24th April 7.30pm 

Village Hall 
 

This is a repeat of a successful and much acclaimed previous event.  It is a 
very enjoyable event and well worth seeing.  Do try to get there. 

 

 

Cratfield Gardening Club 

 

…....will meet on Wednesday 4
th

 March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and 
there will be a guest speaker for this event.  If you have never been to 'The 

Plantsman's Preference', in South Lopham, near Diss, it is well worth a 
visit! It holds the National Collection of Miscanthuses and the nursery 
specialises In Hardy Perennials and Grasses.  Tim Fuller who runs the 
nursery has kindly agreed to come and talk on 'Gardening with Grasses' - 
and an expert is always worth listening to!  Grasses, especially, are 
increasingly being used in garden design, so come and find our how to 
choose the right grasses and how and where to plant them!   
Members – free.  Non-members £4.   
Tea/coffee/biscuits included 

 

 

 

Lost & Found! 
 

Someone must have lost them, as we found them. 
 One pair of ladies red knickers. 

 (Am I allowed to be gender specific?) 
Well, easy to drop a glove, a dog lead, a hat even, but to drop one's knickers 

in Church Road, the mind boggles! 
They were still there awaiting collection last time we passed. 
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Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market 
Saturday 7th March 

9.30am -12 midday 

 

lots of stalls inside All Saint's Church and in the Royal Oak 

and outside on Church Plain 

 

Looking forward to Spring now and the March market brings lots of stalls 
both indoors and out... the usual very mixed and very interesting offering 
of over 35 independent, local, stallholders.  As well as gifts, crafts, 
vintage, artisan breads, cakes and savouries, find nice things for the 
garden this month with the welcome return of Sally's selection of lovely 
plants, bulbs and helpful advice. 
There'll also be stands with garden ornaments, garden decorations with 
rustic appeal, and a supplier of specific bee-friendly plants. 
 

Joy's Junk makes a welcome return following winter hibernation - all sorts 
of interesting things to be found on her stall.  Also search out the locally 
hand-made jewellery, plus vegan and organic cosmetics and skincare, all 
made in the UK.  Look for the large Fairtrade table supporting similar 
small ethical crafters and makers overseas. 
 

The Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market is a monthly event on the 
first Saturday of each month, run as a co-operative, non-profit making 
venture, with stallholders and organisers from both Laxfield and from the 
local area making it the vibrant market it has become.  The Market 
welcomes newcomers as customers or sellers, and one-off stalls help 
make the morning interesting, so if having a Spring clean and sort out, 
why not book a future slot for stall space with Catherine Cawood on 
01986 798852? 

 

Cake, tea and coffee will be available in the Church, and in the Royal 
Oak breakfasts, bacon butties and teas/coffees, beer and lunches will all 
be on offer, plus goodies for immediate consumption from the bakes 
stalls. 
 

 The Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market welcomes you on the first 
Saturday morning of every month – 

 

 A fantastic community co-operative market run by lovely friendly people! 
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Cratfield Acoustic 4 

 

…..will be on Saturday 14th March in the Village Hall.  As I mentioned in last month's 
magazine, the format is slightly different with 3 performers in the first half and a guest 
for the whole of the second half.  Entry will be £3.00 on the door, instead of a charity 
collection. 
   Performers – Paul Marfleet who will be singing and playing some tracks from his 
soon-to-be-released album 'On the Edge'. 
                       - Tanglethread – Ruth and Des Hart, a husband and wife duo playing 
a selection of traditional folk music from around Britain.  Ruth plays descant and tenor 
recorders and Des plays cuatro, guitar and sings. 
                         - John Dyson – some tasty nostalgia to enjoy with covers from the 
60's and 70's. 
                          Joe G. - our guest singer/songwriter.  In 2013 Joe studied the 
Artist Development course at an Access to Music College in London, then studied 
History at Goldsmiths, University of London.  Following the completion of his degree 
he recorded and released his first album 'Landscape' for free download via 
www.joegworld.com and on Youtube and Soundcloud in September 2018.  Several 
songs from Landscape were aired on BBC introducing in Suffolk around the time of 
the album's release.  He began to perform  around Suffolk at every open mic night 
available and in 2019 he played over 100 gigs solo as well as with a full band, 
including performances at FolkEast and Ipswich Music Day.  Joe played live and was 
interviewed on BBC Radio Suffolk twice in 2019 on Jon Wright and Stephen Foster's 
programmes.  Joe is set to release his second album in 2020. 

 

Cratfield Talks 

at Cratfield Village Hall, Manse Lane 

      'Back Roads in Northern Spain' 

      a travel adventure in words and 

pictures 

with Candy and Jeremy Blackham 

    on Saturday 28
th

 March 2020 at 7.00pm    

*Spanish wines and beer will be available 

from the bar. 

                 Tapas included in the price 

Booking is essential....£6.00 per person. Reserve your place(s) by emailing 

cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com or leave details in Carolyn White's post-box, 
Salisbury House Manse Lane 
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Linstead Farm & Garden 

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 

 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 

785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Gates Lodge Self Catering 
 

• Luxury	Grade	2	Listed	Accommodation 

• Fully	Equiped 

• 4	star	Detached	Cart-Lodge	&	Stable		

Farmland views 
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ 

01379-586166 
www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com 

www.gateslodge.co.uk 

     

Cratfield Parish 

Council 

Please help clean & tidy up your vil-
lage 

Cratfield Parish Council has now pur-
chased litter picking equipment 
which can be borrowed anytime. 

Your support would be greatly appreciated! 

If you would like to litter pick please contact: 

Cllr Gloria Steward Tel: 07791 515 016 - collect in vil-
lage 

Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187 350 – collect from 

Silverleys Green 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP 
STRADBROKE 01379 388908 

FULLY CERTIFIED 

INSURANCE APPROVED 

TONY HALES 

BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE 

 

Don’t forget to book your lucky sweep for weddings. 
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Reading the February edition of the Cratfield News I spotted a letter from 
Andy about a diesel spillage and the apparent mice roaming the village, nib-
bling their way through our car wiring.  I can assure all involved that Tickle-
mouse is not among the little gang on the rampage. 
Tickle is a very good and sociable mouse who foes on adventures round the 
countryside; and for those who have followed is story, or those who are yet 
to be acquainted, here is the long awaited next adventure. 
 

The Green Car 
 

It was a beautiful morning and Tickle was on his way to 
market.  He loved the hustle and bustle and the smell of 
the food and flower stalls.  There were lots of places to 
explore and Tickle stopped at the antique stall where he 
spotted a little green car with brown leather seats, shiny 
wheels and lights.  Tickle climbed on board, looked 
through the windscreen and held onto the steering wheel.  
Suddenly the car moved, a little boy had picked it up and 

was zooming it around in the air. 
“Please, please, can I have this?” he asked his mother. 
“If you want it,” she replied with a smile. 
The little boy gave the stall-holder his money and 
tucked the car in his pocket for safe-keeping until he got 
home.  Tickle peeped out of the pocket to see where he 
was going.  The street was busy with lots of cars and 
tractors going about their business. 
The little boy and his mother made their way home for a nice cold drink and 
some cake they had bought from the cake stall. 
“May I go and play?” said the little boy when he had finished his drink. 
“Yes, off you go.” 
He raced up to his bedroom where he carefully took the car from his pocket 
and put it on his car transporter. 
“I'm going to give you a good wash,” said the little boy. 

Tickle heard this and thought I had better hide or I 
will get very wet, so he jumped out of the car and ran 
under the bed.  It was very dark and there were lots 
of toys just lying there unloved and forgotten.  The 
little boy came back with a bowl of water and a cloth 
and carefully cleaned the little car. 
“There you are, you look like new now,” he said put-
ting the car back on the transporter. Tickle watched 
as he left the room, he saw his chance to come out 

from under the bed and have a look around.  In the corner was a building 
with turrets and a drawbridge, it had soldiers standing around the battle-
ments.  Tickle ran in and hid in one of the towers as the little boy came back 
into the room.  He lay down and pushed the car transporter round the floor 
stopping outside the fort where Tickle was hiding. 



10 

“Hello soldiers, look what I got today,” he proudly 
held up the green car and showed it to his army.  
Suddenly he saw Tickle hiding in the tower. 
“Hello little mouse, where did you come from?”  
Tickle squeaked that he had been in the green car 
at the market. 
“Oh, do come out and I will let you drive my car 
again.”  So Tickle came out of the tower and 

climbed into the car.  The little boy happily pushed the car around the floor 
until his mother came to let him know that the tea was ready. 
The little boy said goodbye to Tickle and went out of the room.  Tickle 
climbed out of the car and made his way down the stairs and out of the door 
to head for home and a nice piece of cheese. 
It had been a lovely day. 
 

 

Perrin Ellis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'BUMPY LANDING' 
 

The passengers filed off an aeroplane after a bumpy landing.  Many were still 
pale and shaking as the crew said to them, 'Thank you for flying with us.  
Hope to see you again soon.' 
None of the passengers was brave enough to complain about the traumatic 
experience until the last person off, a little old lady who said to the flight at-
tendant, 'Tell me dear did we land or were we shot down?' 
 

 

 

FREE POND GOLDFISH 

 

If anyone would like some goldfish for their pond please contact Geoff on 
01379 588024 
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Would you like 

an attractive 

garden, or a productive 

vegetable patch, but lack the 

time, energy or experience?   

Then call Gary Kimpton Garden 

Services for expert advice and 

practical help in your garden.  

Please telephone 07913814176 for 

a prompt response. 

Four Star Rated 

Whipple Tree Co%age 

Bell Green, Cra)ield 

This carefully restored ,mbered former stable and haylo- includes 1 x double, 1 x 

twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs. 

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy 

wheelchair access. Pre6y co6age garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for 

two cars. 

For bookings apply to: 

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green Co6age, Cra;ield, 

Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI 

GOT A DRIP? 

Need a plumber? 

40 years experience. 
Water filters and softeners 

Heating and plumbing 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Locally based 

Call Derek 07971 007846 
email: 

Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk 
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Village Hall Update – February 

 

Next Pop Up Pub - Friday 6
th

 March with food by Cratfield Kitchen 6 – 
9PM 

Many thanks to all the helpers and bar staff from the February pop up – 
your help is very much appreciated! Cratfield Kitchen will also be providing 
their usual fantastic range of hot food. 

If you fancy a turn as a bar maid or bar man Paul Marfleet oversees the 
rota’s – please contact him on marfleets@doctors.org.uk 

 

Acoustic Night 4 ! - 14
th

 March (Doors open 7.15 / music starts 7.40) 

Please see the full advert elsewhere in magazine.  Many thanks to Paul 
Marfleet for organising these very successful evenings. 

 

Cratfield Village Talk – The Back Roads of Northern Spain (Starts at 
7pm) 

Please see the full advert elsewhere in magazine – pre-book tickets either 
via email to cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com (where you will receive a 
confirmation of your ticket request) or by putting your name, contact 
number and number of tickets required on a note in Carlolyn White's ppost 
box – Salisbury House, Manse Lane. 

 

Advance dates for your diary for 2020.. 

Dog Show – 17
th
 May 

Sotterley Horse Show – 24
th
 May 

 

Photographic Competition – 10
th

 October and the categories are… 

Suffolk Transport – 

Photography tips - As well as shooting photos where you get the whole car, 
tractor, bike, horse, plane or train etc in the frame, take some close-up 
shots of the patterns, badges, paintwork and other detail the vehicle has. 

Black & White Cratfield – 

Photography tips – Black and white photography is all about taking 
pictures that do not depend on colour to make them interesting. 
Instead, you have black, white, and various shades and tones of grey 
in between to work with. Your camera or phone/tablet settings and 
the way you use available light will be basically the same for black 
and white as when you are taking colour pictures. 

Suffolk Skylines – 

Photography tips – Think about the time of day - the hour after sunrise and 
the hour before sunset give a beautiful light which can transform any 
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scene. In fact, you can get two very contrasting photos taken from the same 
place at different times of the day.  
Fun category – Suffolk Seaside –  
Photography tips – Take a look at your surroundings and look for a focal 
point. Frame your picture - look around you and ask yourself what points of 
interest you can include in the shot and use differing levels and angles 

Carpet Bowls Club – 

Continuing to go from strength to strength since reforming - meets every 
Wednesday 7 – 9 and cost is £2 per head and includes refreshments. The 
majority are novices who just get together to learn and have fun – so do 
come along and have a go – for £2 you might find you have a new hobby! 

Gardening Club – 

From Caroline Marfleet - The dates for this year will again be the 1st 
Wednesday of the month so March 4th; May 6th; July 1st; September 2nd; 
November 4th. The March and November meetings will be held in the village 
hall and the summer meetings in a Cratfield garden. Details to be arranged. 
On March 4th, Tim from 'The Plantsman’s Preference’ near Diss will be our 
guest speaker. For further details see page 3. 
 

100 Club draw held at NOVA, 

1
st
 Jean Peacock No. 4 £15.00 : 2

nd
 Carolyn White No.32 £10.00 : 3

rd
 Sue 

Seabon No. 46 £5.00  Congratulations to all the winners. 

 

 

THANK YOU 

 

Thanks to all those who organised the coffee morning at the Village Hall on 
February 20

th
.  There was a lovely atmosphere, people gathered around a  

centre table to chat and laugh together.  Cakes too, as you might expect.  
These gatherings are free for anyone to come along – a small, voluntary 
donation is asked – and they are held early in the day.  There will be another 
one at some point this year, so look out for notices in the magazine and 
posters around the village. 
Particular thanks to Wendy Thomas, whose brain-child this has been. 
 

Natlaie Lloyd-Evans 



14 

     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    Renova,ons 

Pa,os   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

R. Gri%on 

Professional Decorators 

High Quality, reliable 

service for all your 

interior and exterior 

requirements 

 

Telephone: 01379 

586768 

Mobile:  07766 982600 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selec>on of fresh & frozen beef 

readily available 

Come and visit the Cra)ield beef stand 

at Halesworth produce market every 

second Saturday of each month 

A full price list is available on request.  

Further details from Lo%y 01986 

798099 

orders@cra)ieldbeef.co.uk 

• MOT 

• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• Diagnos,cs 

• All makes welcome 

• Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 

months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 
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Pete’s Pete’s Pete’s Pete’s     

Computer Computer Computer Computer     

Services Services Services Services  

Reliable, helpful, honest and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PC, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

 

Tel: 07758076177 or 01986888505 

pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk  

WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk 

 

 PAINTING AND DECORATING 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

 

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE 
SERVICE 

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
PAUL GODDARD 

Tel: 01986 784594 

paul@pablo101.plus.com  
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2020 Mobile Library Dates 

Silverleys Green 14.15 -14.3 

The Poacher       14.45 – 14.55 

 

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays: 
March 24th, April 21st, 
May 19th, June 16th, July 14th, August 11th, September 8th, October 6th, November 
3rd December 1st and 29th  

BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 

building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

 

  

Do you hate ironing? 

 

Then let me do it! Reasonable rates, I can 

collect and deliver.   

Existing customers in Cratfield. 

Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or  

01986 873 729  

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Plkace, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A 

WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 

T.W. Tree and Gardening 

Services 

All aspects of tree surgery 

Hedges trimmed, rough areas 

strimmed, garden rubbish cleared 

 

Tel: 01986 798928  

Mob: 07787 753525 
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Pies and Parsons 

 

The other day, out of the blue, I 
fancied a steak and kidney pie. I 
hadn’t eaten one for years. 
Envisioning an old style treat of tender 
steak, complemented by unctuously 
creamy kidneys, swimming in a 
savoury pool of gravy and topped with 
golden pastry I drove off to Laxfield 
Coop. They were bound to have one. 
 

I was to be disappointed. A concerted scour round the cool 
cabinets revealed piles of quiches and a plethora of pizzas.  I 
realised that the young want pizzas, quiches, nachos and 
tacos - anything but pies.  It made me feel old. Pies, like cups 
of tea, marmalade and listening to BBC Radio 4 are an old 
person’s thing now – I reflected.  The whirligig of time has 
spun, and I have been left behind.  Even in rural Suffolk. 
One last throw of the pastry dice – I asked the lady behind the 
counter if there were any steak and kidney pies in the shop. 
She smiled and said she was sure there was one at the back 
somewhere.  She disappeared into an obscure corner and 
returned with a small air of triumph, carrying a pie in a box.  It 
was the only one. And it was not steak and kidney.  The box 
read steak and ale. I was bitterly disappointed. 
 

Steak and kidney used to go together 
like Laurel and Hardy, Morecombe and 
Wise or Accident and Emergency.  
Modern tastes balk at the inclusion of 
offal.  These days all the kidneys have 
been transplanted and substituted with 
ale.  Not even beer – but ale with its 
phoney Ye Olde Englande connotations.  
Beer is allowed to be used in modern 
pub cookery – but only to batter fish 

with. The beer in the batter has the same culinary qualities as 
the ale in the steak pies – it is undetectable. 
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These musings on absent kidneys show me up as belonging to 
an older generation now.  A generation that remembers a world 
that is now gliding away like an old liner on its way to the 
breaker’s yard. 
 

How wistful I felt the other day when I heard of the 
sad loss of Nicholas Parsons. His witty, polite, 
English gentleman persona has become, with his 
passing, a thing of the past.  He was many things 
in light entertainment – but for me he will always 
be associated with Just a Minute - as a teenager I 
used to love chortling to Nicholas Parsons and the 
team on my transistor radio in the bath.  I have 
been listening to it ever since.  Its changing 
personnel reflected the passing of time but, 
miraculously Nicholas Parsons was always there. 
 

I often used to play Just a Minute with school students in East 
London.  None of them had heard of Radio 4 or Nicholas 
Parsons – but I found that, once the rules were explained to 
them: talk for one minute on a given topic with no deviation, no 
hesitation and no repetition - they all loved it.  Curiously enough 
the students who struggled with English – those with special 
needs or who were new to the language loved it best of all.  It 
was a great way to get the shy or hesitant to talk.  It was lovely 
to see them having fun with English rather than be intimidated 
by it. I am sure that any number of ex-students owe a tiny debt 
to Nicholas Parsons. 
 

Nigel Cousins 
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          ACORN FOOT HEALTH     

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci, 

PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP 

    FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT 

HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC 

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses, 

fungal Infec,on, corns, nail cuJng, bunions 

and Foot Care for diabe,cs. 

Foot health checks and all nail condi,ons. 

For an appointment 

Tel. 01379 384873  Mob. 07724 073328 

       Email: griffithstwo@aol.com 

Some evening appointments available 

HORSE & GARDEN 

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth  

01986 873484  open 9 - 5.00 pm 

Monday – Saturday 

Everything for horse and rider.   

Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs, 

wellingtons, workwear, country 

clothing, gi- tokens and much 

more 

 

MAN & MACHINE 

 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 

SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132  MOBILE 07966 

725001 
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For further details contact tonybateson@live.co.uk 

Or Tony & Kerry on  

01986 785 274 or  

07787 522 313 

Tradi,onal 

breed and you 

can taste the 

difference! 

All meat is at present 

jointed & frozen 

Available 1/2, 1/4 

lambs or individual 

cuts 

LAMB MEAT 

Welsh Mountain Badger Faced  

(from the uplands of Cra)ield) 
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The Rectory, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield 
 
What is Focal Ministry? 
 
Focal Ministry is the name given to a new way of recognising and encouraging the importance 
of leadership within the life of each church and congregation.  In this diocese they are to be 
called Local Ministers. In the new, emerging model of ministry that is developing it is 
envisioned that each church will be led by one or more Local Ministers. Local Ministers are 
the ‘go to’ people in a particular local congregation who, supported by the vicar, provide 
leadership and oversee the mission and pastoral care in each church. The detailed nature of 
their role will vary from place and place and should reflect the nature of both the church and 
it's community. Focal Ministers are ‘ever present’ people who provide leadership and care, 
particularly in situations where the rector, (That’s me) has oversight of several churches or 
congregations. 
 
In this benefice we are gradually introducing focal ministers, these people need not be 
ordained.  They will be the people who keep a look out over the parish to make sure 
parishioners are well and to let me know what is happening.  They will be a part of the 
community and take some of the burden off the churchwarden’s role.  I would still be in charge 
but the Local Ministers will be my eyes and ears.   
 
As for services these will carry on as normal and where the local minister is ordained  they will 
take services but not all the services because I would want to keep in touch with you all.  Four 
villages so far have had such people identified these are Rebecca Artiss in Monk Soham, 
Chrissie Smart in Bedfield and David Mulrenan in Tannington and Worlingworth.  Having a 
Local Minister does not mean the rector has no contact in the village, far from it, having a 
Local Minister means I  will have a better idea as to where my energies will be put to best use. 
 
I encourage you to use these people and give them your support. 
 
 
David Burrell (Rector) 
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St. Mary's Church Services – March 2020 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Come along and join us on Sunday 29th 

 

We will be joined by our sister Churches in the 
Benefice 

 

Refreshments after the service 

Sunday 

8th 

Sunday 

15th 

Sunday 

22nd 

Sunday 

29th 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

DB 

9.30am 

Holy Commun-
ion 

DM 

8.00am 

Holy Commun-
ion 

DB 

10.30am 

Benefice Ser-
vice 

Holy Com-
munion 

Sidesperson 

A. Edmonds 

Sidesperson 

A.Edmonds 

  

Sidesperson 

D. Peacock 

  

Reader 
P. Baker 

Readers 

D. Peacock 

  

Reader 
A. Edmonds 

  

Genesis 12:1-

4a 

Romans 4:1-

5,13-17 

John 3:1-17 

Exodus 17:1-7 

Romans 5:1-11 

John 4:5-42 

  

1 Samuel 16:1-

13 

Ephesians 5:8-

14 

John 9:1-41 
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DIRECTORY: 
 

 

Doctor’s Surgery Fressingfield 01379 586 227 

 Stradbroke 01379 384 220 

Local officers: 

Church Rev. David Burrell  01986 798 136  

'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield  

theparsnips@googlemail.com  

 

Church Wardens: 

Andy Edmunds  01986 798523 

Lay Elder for Cra;ield - Margaret Thompson  07906 509302  

Parish Council - Lo6y Barbour  01986 798099 

PC Clerk Sally Chapman   01379 855486  
PC Website www.cra;ield.onesuffolk.net  

Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator - Nick Eade  01986 798725  
 

Village Hall: 

Chair Person - Natalie Lloyd-Evans   01986 798790  
Vice Chair - Richard Turberville   01986 798346  
Bookings - Jo Nunn  01986 799181    

Laxfield School Head of School- Mrs Minns  01986 798344 

Nova Group - Heather Hargood   01986 798180  
 

Magazine Editors: 

Sue Eade, Cranes Co6age, Cra;ield, IP19 0BN  01986 798725 

suecratmag@aol.com  

Treasurer - Graham Nixey    07748 907099  
Produc,on Manager -  

Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cra;ield, IP19 0BS  01986 888505 

peter-sparrow@outlook.com 

 

 

All informa,on must arrive by 20
th  

of the month. 

Adver,sing rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8; 

flyer £10. 

Please contact Sue, Graham or Peter for more informa,on 


