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National Garden Scheme (NGS) Appleacre Open Garden. 
Sunday 26th May 2019. 

A record breaking year for us when we had over 300 visitors, all enjoying the 
garden,  the teas and the cakes. Success was largely due to the wonderful 
support we had from our helpers and those who baked. Particular thanks 
must go to Margaret Thompson and Maureen Amsden who again managed 
the teas magnificently, working non stop all day to raise a fantastic £752.60. 
To Ian Thompson and Robert King who helped with the setting up to good 
effect. And to Peter Baker, Sue Seabon and Jon Amsden who manned the 
gate.  We should also like to thank our daughters, Phoebe, Chloe, and 
Camilla and our son in law Anthony, all who worked hard and tirelessly 
behind the scenes. Not to mention Toby, Daisy, Ollie and Amber our 
grandchildren who did their bit. 
Receipts from the teas, the gate and the plants were all up and we have 
been able to send a cheque for £2,200.47 to the NGS who will distribute it to 
the excellent charities they help fund. Thank you everyone for your 
participation. 
Poo and Tim Shaw. 
 

THANK YOU 

 

A huge vote of thanks goes to the 25, yes 25, volunteers who turned up on a 
wet and miserable Saturday June 8

th
 to clear the churchyard.  It only took 

these generous spirited folk just over three hours, including naafi break, to 
clear the whole site, so you can imagine how hard everyone worked.  The 
miserable weather invoked a certain kind of war-time spirit and most, if not 
all, enjoyed the morning and the more than satisfactory result 
For this reason I feel everyone deserves a full name mention, (alphabetical 
order, no favouritism!).  I'm dispensing with titles, as I think there is only one, 
and letters after names, as I don't know them! 
 

Tim Ackerley, Mark Askew, Jeremy Blackham, Mike Bullock, Nick & Sue 
Eade, Andy Edmonds, Dan & Linzi Elford, Susannah Ellis, Charles Glennon, 
Gary Kimpton, Bruce Lawrence, Caroline & Paul Marfleet, Chris Mobbs, 
Geoff Moore, Graham Nixey, Mary Powell, Tim Shaw, David Steward, Gary 
Thomas, Hugh Vass, Alison & Mike Woods. 
Not, of course, forgetting Dennis Rockall, who was unable to be there on the 
day, but regularly mows the grass around the church. 
Well done all.  Hopefully we will be able to muster again in the autumn. 
 

Sue E. 
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A very warm welcome to Lynn Beeson and Ralph (the dog) who have 
moved into Ferrer House, Bell Green, we hope they'll be very happy 

here in Cratfield. 
 

 

AUGUST week's hire available FIELD COTTAGE, MANSE LANE 

 

Do you have friends or family who might fancy a week in Cratfield? I'm 
offering my 2 bed, dog-friendly bungalow from the 1

st
 to 8

th
 August, including 

use of barbecue and fire-pit! 
I'm asking £175 which is pretty competitive for an August week.  I'm doing it 
to offset the costs of boarding my own dogs while I'm away.  Every little 
helps, as the say. 
If you are interested please call Natalie on 01986 798790 

 

 

PHOTO TIPS FOR JULY 

 

Photo composition is critical for good photographs.  Vast amounts can/have been 
written about it – but here are a few tips to help. 
 

Keep the image simple.  Too much 'stuff' just makes it cluttered and confuses the 
eye. 

Try not to overlap key objects in the image – try to get separation 

Be clear – what is the key subject that you are photographing? Is it still the key 
subject in the photograph once you have taken it? 

The 'rule' of thirds can be a good guide (especially for landscapes); put the 
horizon ⅓ down from the top or up from the bottom of the picture, put the 
key subject ⅓ in from the left or right edge. 

A photo is a 2D representation of a 3D world.  Use features in the scene you are 
capturing to draw the eye into the picture. 

If it is a moving object (car, bird, person, dog etc.) position it off centre to leave 
an impression of space into which the object can move. 

 

 

A CRATFIELD MISCELLANY 

 

When you buy your copy of Chrissie's book 'A Cratfield Miscellany' and I 
hope you all will, don't forget to go to the launch on Saturday July 6

th
, in 

our church from 10.00am – 4.00pm, there is a correction to the piece 
written by Ted Greenard:- 
p10 should read, “A Beaufort (BRITISH) shot down a German plane, five or 
seven killed.  They were buried in Linstead Churchyard and dug up after the 
war and taken back to Germany.” 
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Laxfield and District Horticultural Show 

2pm Saturday 20th July 

Laxfield Village Hall 
Did you know that if you live within 20 miles of Laxfield All 

Saints Church, you can enter the Laxfield and District 
Horticultural Show? 

 

And did you know that our show is much more than just flowers and 
vegetables?  There’s photography, cookery and lots of crafts, too.  And our 

classes are deliberately broad and inclusive …and fun. 
Have a look at our schedule and entry form on line.   

Or phone Bobby Holland on 01986 798961. 
Or just come to the show to admire the exhibits and enjoy tea, cake and a 

raffle in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 
 

 

 

An Evening with Ted and Lil 
+ special guest Dennis Macey 

 

Comedy in Laxfield Village Hall 
Saturday August 31st 

includes interval platter of light snacks 

 

Advanced booking is essential!  We expect to sell out. 
All tickets must be paid for in advance.  Book yours from Caroline on 01986 

798422 or email c.emeny321@btinternet.com 

Payment by cheque or bank transfer. 
Full payment details when you book. 

 

Join us for a night of music and laughter as we rejoice in the return of Ted 
and Lil to Laxfield. 
Ted and Lil are two funny old characters who will take us back to rural 
Suffolk of years gone by.  Expect stories and sketches about their ever-
changing life, the people who are part of it and their philosophical approach 
to modern day change and madness. 
Ted and Lil (aka local boys Stephen Bayfield and Peter Holloway) will bring 
Dennis Macey with them for a further mix of music and comedy. 
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From the East Anglian Air Ambulance regarding funds 
raised at the inaugural talk at the Village Hall 

 

Dear Natalie, 
 

Thank you so much for organising your fantastic event at Cratfield Village 
Hall.  I hope everyone had a great time!  It gives me great pleasure, on 
behalf of everyone at East Anglian Air Ambulance, to thank you for 
raising the amazing sum of £45.00.  Please pass on my sincerest thanks 
to everyone who contributed to this amazing total. 
 

Your donation helps people like Charlotte.  On 23rd August 2017 
Charlotte Salmons suffered cardiac arrest.  Charlotte's husband James 
instantly reacted to help his wife, calling 999, and beginning immediate 
CPR.  First responders quickly arrived on the scene and Charlotte 
received two shocks from a defibrillator to get her heart back into a 
rhythm.  The EEAST team then arrived, followed by the EAAA crew.  The 
EAAA team assessed and monitored Charlotte's heart via ECG 
(electrocardiogram) and cardiac ultrasound, gained 1V (intravenous) 
access to administer medication and intubated her to take control of her 
breathing. Charlotte was then taken to Addenbrooke's Hospital with the 
EAAA crew by her side.  She remained in hospital for two weeks, but 
despite suffering an arrest at such a young age Charlotte made a great 
recovery and was soon picking up life as a busy mum once again. 
 

Our helicopters are able to reach anywhere in the region within 25 
minutes. Our pilots fly a highly qualified doctor and critical care 
paramedic team along with A&E level medical equipment, to patients who 
have suffered life-threatening accidents and medical emergencies. 
 

We rely on the generous support of the community, without whom we 
could not continue to provide our life-saving service.  If you would like to 
find out about other ways of supporting EAAA please get in touch with 
our fund-raising team and we hope to see you organising another event 
for us again in the future.  Together we can really save lives. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Jenny 
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Linstead Farm & Garden 

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 

 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 

785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Brian Cole 

7, The Street, Cra,ield, 

Halesworth,Suffolk IP19 0BS 

Tel: 01986 798503 Mobile: 

07770768209 

Garden machinery repairs 

Shears sharpened 

 

 

Would you like 

an attractive 

garden, or a productive 

vegetable patch, but lack the 

time, energy or experience?   

Then call Gary Kimpton Garden 

Services for expert advice and 

practical help in your garden.  

Please telephone 07913814176 for 

a prompt response. 

 

Gates Lodge Self Catering 
 

• Luxury	Grade	2	Listed	Accommodation 

• Fully	Equiped 

• 4	star	Detached	Cart-Lodge	&	Stable		

Farmland views 
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ 

01379-586166 
www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com 

www.gateslodge.co.uk 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP 
STRADBROKE 01379 388908 

FULLY CERTIFIED 

INSURANCE APPROVED 

TONY HALES 

BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE 

 

Don’t forget to book your lucky sweep for weddings. 
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Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market 
Saturday 6

th
 July  9.30am -12.00midday 

 

inside All Saint's Church and in the Royal Oak, 
and outside on Church Plain 

 

Back to normal this month with stalls inside the Church, outside on Church 
Plain and in the Royal Oak.  There's always a good ambience at Market 
mornings, and visitors and stallholders alike soak up the very sociable 
atmosphere. 
 

Over 35 stalls are planning to attend this month so lots of items on offer 
including plants for the garden, metal obelisks and garden ornaments, plus 
beautiful flowers in bunches too.  As usual there will be several excellent 
quality local food stalls including free-range pork, Belted Galloway grass-

fed beef, delicious lamb, organic vegetables, breads, cakes and pastries, 
with vegan, gluten free and vegetarian options.  Also cosmetics, including 
organic and vegan, Pyro Jack name tags, an eclectic mix of kitchenware 
and sundries, turned wood, planted containers, embroidery, charity animal 
cards, vintage and collectibles and of course Joy's Junk, where you never 
know what bargain you'll find. These are just some of the many and varied 
stalls on offer for July. 
 

The entertainment is very local too, with the welcome return of Julie and 
Paul Theaker, who will be performing in the Church. 
 

Cake of the Month on the Scrumptious Sisters' stall – 

Roasted Strawberry & Chocolate Cake 

 

This community Market is so popular there's always a waiting list for indoor 
stall space, but please contact Catherine Cawood on 01986 798852 re 
availability.  Buskers are very welcome and can book a month to show off 
their talents, so if you know any singers, dancers or musicians, do let 
Catherine know. 
 

 The Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market welcomes you on the first 
Saturday morning of every month – 

 

 A Suffolk Market run by lovely friendly people - 
looking forward to seeing you there! 
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Four Star Rated 

Whipple Tree Co(age 

Bell Green, Cra+ield 

This carefully restored 4mbered former stable and haylo5 includes 1 x double, 1 x 

twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs. 

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy 

wheelchair access. Pre<y co<age garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for 

two cars. 

For bookings apply to: 

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green Co<age, Cra,ield, 

Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI 

GOT A DRIP? 
Need a plumber? 

40 years experience. 
Water filters and softeners 

Heating and plumbing 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Locally based 
Call Derek 07971 007846 

email: 
Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk 

Defibrillator phone numbers: People able and willing to operate the 

Defibrillator are as follows; Bell Green Area—07809 559568, 01986 

798606, 07873 862274.  Silverleys Green Area; 01379 586816. North 

Green Area; 01986 785035. 

You can contact any of these if the one you phone is not available. 
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS JULYVILLAGE HALL NEWS JULYVILLAGE HALL NEWS JULYVILLAGE HALL NEWS JULY    

    
Friday 5

th
 July – Pop-Up Bar with food by 'The Wrap Man' 

Many thanks to Liz and Alex along with Tim and Lottie who 
manned/womanned the bar last month and anyone else 'behind 
the scenes' – your help is much appreciated! 
Huge thanks also to Dennis Rockall who regularly sets up the 
bar and also wields the lawn-mower throughout the year around 
the village hall. 
First orders at 6.00pm, last orders 9.45pm – please note the bar 
closes at 10.00pm and the hall will close at 10.30pm. 
In August we are running our own barbecue (and will endeavour 
not to run out!) so make a date in your diary to get there early. 
If you fancy trying your hand behind the bar (there are two shifts 
6 – 8 and 8 till close).  Paul Marfleet arranges the rotas and can 
be contacted on Marfleets@doctors.org.uk 

 

Saturday 1
st
 September – Horticultural Show 

If you need another schedule or have any queries please do 
contact Carolyn White on 799187.  There are plenty of classes 
for fruit & vegetable or flower growers of any ability and children 
can enter any class free of charge this year. 
 

Wednesday 4
th
 September – Cratfield Gardening Society 

From Caroline Marfleet – Members of Cratfield Gardening 
Society met at Church Farm House on Wednesday 5

th
 June for 

a walk around the garden and a discussion about propagating  
and technniques used.  We then took cuttings from three 
different Pelargoniums and are now hoping they will all take 
root!  The next meeting will be at Church Farm House on 
September 4

th
 when we will discuss pruning techniques and 

hopefully have a practice on some shrubs.  Over the summer, 
we agreed that we would collect seeds from our gardens and 
share them at the next meeting. 
Any queries please contact Caroline Marfleet by email – 
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marfleets@doctors.org.uk or phone 01986 
799048/07969603509 

 

Sunday 12
th
 October – Cratfield Photography Competition 

The three categories this year are – Suffolk Seasons/My Suffolk 
Weekend/Secret Cratfield and the new fun category  - Cratfield 
Pets 

You can enter as many times in any or all categories as you 
want.  The photos must be either 12” x 8” or 8” x 6” and can be 
either portrait or landscape. Matt or gloss finish, colour or balck 
and white. 
 

100 Club draw held at Nova 

1
st
 Mary Cousin No. 39 £15.00, 2

nd
 Carole Loades No. 17 

£10.00. 3
rd

 Judith Klingels No. 35.  Congratulations to all the 
winners. 
Reminder for the 100 Club, if you have mislaid your application/
renewal form, please place in an envelope either £6.00 (for 6 
months) or £12.00 (for a year), cash or cheque with your name 
and address and place in Vine Cottage, Bell Green post box.  
Please let me know if you have any suggestions to improve 
Cratfield Village (with the residue from the 100 Club) that can be 
put forward to the Village Hall Committee – Heather Hargood 

 

Looking to hold a party or event and don't have quite enough 
room at home?  Don't forgot you can book the village hall for 
very reasonable rates – alongside also hiring some of the 
equipment such as the crockery, glasses etc.  Any queries 
please contact Jo Nunn on 01986 799181. 
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Suffolk Pride 

As part of a very hot and very busy weekend I had the opportunity to visit the Suffolk Pride event. I was a 

li<le unsure whether or not I would be able to go. I had a busy morning and evening commitments and I 

just wasn't sure I would have the 4me. Well, I’m glad I made the effort. 

What a wonderful, open and friendly atmosphere! The police and fire service (vehicles decked out in 

rainbow livery, of course!) made a great show, the officers on duty with rainbow s4ckers and badges part 

of the spirit of the event.  

The colourful costumes, weird and wonderful ou,its, folks like me in boring shorts and t-shirts. People 

free to express themselves and who they are, openly in an environment of acceptance and joy. It was 

amazing to see the diversity of life in Suffolk in these modern days and the acceptance from all for all at 

this event. 

How wonderful for my children to see the community into which they are growing and to which I hope 

they will contribute construc4vely, in such a posi4ve way. It gives me hope for the future in these 4mes 

of uncertainty, that ul4mately people want to get on and are willing to accept each other for who they 

are. 

I was proud of Suffolk that day and apart from the hideously over priced ice-cream, had a great 4me 

joining the celebra4on of individuality and unity in our society. Now, if only we could all agree on Brexit… 

Pete 
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Pete’s Pete’s Pete’s Pete’s     

Computer Computer Computer Computer     

Services Services Services Services  

Reliable, helpful, honest and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PC, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

 

Tel: 07758076177 or 01986888505 

pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk  

WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk 

 

 PAINTING AND DECORATING 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

 

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE 
SERVICE 

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

 

PAUL GODDARD 

Tel: 01986 784594 
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2019  Mobile Library Dates 

 

Silverleys Green 14.15 – 14.35 

The Poacher 14.45 – 14.55 

 

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays 

July 16th, August 13th, September 10th, October 8th, November 5th, December 3rd.  

BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 

building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

 

  

Do you hate ironing? 

 

Then let me do it! Reasonable rates, I can 

collect and deliver.   

Existing customers in Cratfield. 

Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or  

01986 873 729  

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Plkace, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A 

WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 

T.W. Tree and Gardening 

Services 

All aspects of tree surgery 

Hedges trimmed, rough areas 

strimmed, garden rubbish cleared 

 

Tel: 01986 798928  

Mob: 07787 753525 
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     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    Renova4ons 

Pa4os   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

R. Gri(on 

Professional Decorators 

High Quality, reliable 

service for all your 

interior and exterior 

requirements 

 

Telephone: 01379 

586768 

Mobile:  07766 982600 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selecFon of fresh & frozen beef 

readily available 

Come and visit the Cra+ield beef stand 

at Halesworth produce market every 

second Saturday of each month 

A full price list is available on request.  

Further details from Lo(y 01986 

798099 

orders@cra+ieldbeef.co.uk 

• MOT 

• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• Diagnos4cs 

• All makes welcome 

• Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 

months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 
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AFFORDABLE 
HANDYMAN 

HOME + GARDEN 

 

 

RELIABLE, TRUSTWORTHY 

EXCELLENT REFERENCES 

CALL PETER 

01379 668436 

          ACORN FOOT HEALTH     

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci, 

PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP 

    FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT 

HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC 

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses, 

fungal Infec4on, corns, nail cuSng, bunions 

and Foot Care for diabe4cs. 

Foot health checks and all nail condi4ons. 

For an appointment 

Tel. 01379 384873  Mob. 07724 073328 

       Email: griffithstwo@aol.com 

Some evening appointments available 

FREE Defibrillator Training 
Cratfield Parish Council is holding some FREE 
Defibrillator Training in the autumn at the Village Hall. 
Would you be interested in learning how to 
use it? 
Open to anyone who would like to attend! 
 
Contact: The Clerk on 01379 855486 or 
email cratfieldpc@gmail.com 
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Fiona Patrick’s Therapies 

Relax & Unwind .... 

Holistic Massage – Back Massage 

Hot Stone Massage – Indian Head Massage 

Body Scrubs - Body Wraps 

www.fp-therapies.co.uk 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

Give me a call – I am only in BRUNDISH 

01379 388458 or e-mail   

Fiona@fp-therapies.co.uk 

HORSE & GARDEN 

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth  

01986 873484  open 9 - 5.00 pm 

Monday – Saturday 

Everything for horse and rider.   

Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs, 

wellingtons, workwear, country 

clothing, gi5 tokens and much 

more 

 

MAN & MACHINE 

 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 

SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132  MOBILE 07966 

725001 
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John Clare Day 

 

When I was a teenager in 1970, I saw a BBC drama documentary about the 
poet John Clare. It starred the excellent Freddie Jones at his quirky best – 
gurning, sensitive, his bright eyes rolling up to heaven. It was a poignant 
piece. Clare was born into grinding poverty in Helpston, Northamptonshire.  
Despite his background he was consumed with the fire of poetic inspiration.  
He wandered the fields and poems poured out of him. This, however, was 
little obvious use to someone who had been born into the labouring classes. 
He was shown reciting his inspired poetry to his parents in front of the fire 
after an exhausting day working in the fields.  They responded with blank 
incomprehension 

The film showed him eventually being taken up by the London literary scene 
and treated as a bit of a freak – a peasant who wrote poetry.  But the fame 
and money did Clare no good.  He turned to drink and eventually went mad, 
having to be confined to an asylum in Epping Forest.  He was well treated 
there but was driven to escape and travel alone and on foot all the way back 
to his beloved home in Helpston, a journey of a hundred miles.  When 
confined in the asylum in Epping he wrote the moving sonnet I am… a 
powerful evocation of his lonely and alienated state.  It had great appeal for a 
misunderstood teenager I felt I was.   
 

‘I am – yet what I am, none cares or knows; 
My friends forsake me like a memory lost: - 
I am the self-consumer of my woes;’ 
 

Freddie Jones’s performance sent me straight to the school library.  I found a 
dusty old copy of John Clare’s poems that had been there since the fifties 
and never been borrowed.  It had clearly been fated for me to read.  I 
borrowed it, devoured it, loved it.  I have it still – with its fading green cover 
and tooled gold lettering. 
 

I mentioned John Clare to my Mother.  To my surprise she had heard of him.  
She had been made to memorise one of his poems as a child.  She began 

 

‘Little trotty wagtail he went in the rain 

And tittering tottering sideways her near got straight 
again 

He stooped to get a worm and look’d up to catch a fly 

And then he flew away e’re his feathers they were dry’ 
 

My Mother recited in the sing song voice of the nine-year-old she had been 
when she first learnt it, miming the actions that she had learnt to accompany 
it so long before.  It’s a beautiful and accurate evocation of the way wagtail 
moves.  Sharp as any piece of documentary film. 
 

John Clare did much more than describe nature.  He was an instinctive 
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environmentalist way before the term was coined.  He identified himself 
completely with his native soil in Helpston.  When modern agricultural 
methods laid waste to the countryside, he loved he expressed his grief in 
poetry. 
 

‘The Cowboy with his Green is gone 

And every Bush and tree 

Dire nakedness o’er all prevails…’ 
From The Lamentations of Round-Oak Waters 

 

Nowadays John Clare is no longer a forgotten poet.  He is felt to be up there 
in the front rank with his contemporaries Keats, Shelley and Byron.  What 
sets him apart from them is the accuracy of detail in his descriptions of 
nature that could only come from someone born a countryman 

 

John Clare’s birthday was July 13
th, 

an anniversary celebrated each year by 
the John Clare society in Helpston near Peterborough.  John Clare day. It is 
a day that all who love poetry and the English countryside should celebrate. 
Here’s an extract from Summer Images. It could be a summer’s day in 
Cratfield 

  
‘Rich music breathes in summers every sound 

And in her harmony of varied greens 

Woods meadows hedgerows cornfields all around 

Much beauty intervenes 

Filling with harmony the ear and eye 

While o’er the mingling scenes 

Far spreads the laughing sky’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nigel Cousins 
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The Rectory, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield 

 

Dear Friends, 
There has been much talk in the news about gay marriage and indeed the 
very essence of what being gay is.  To be homosexual means one has an 
attraction to members of the same sex, it is as much a part of their own per-
sonality as it is for heterosexuals to be attracted to the opposite sex.  People 
do not decide to be gay they are born that way and cannot be cured of it.  It 
is implanted within them in just the same way as attraction to the opposite 
sex is for heterosexuals. 
The teaching of the Bible has obviously been very influential in the formation 
of the Christian tradition.  Both the Old and New Testaments took a firm 
stand against it, stating that the physical expression of homosexual sexuality 
was against the will of God. 
Many site the story of Sodom and Gomorrah.  This story has had a far reach-
ing effect on attitudes and is the source of the word ‘sodomy’.  The cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by God with fire and brimstone as a 
punishment for their wickedness in general, but specifically because the men 
of the town demanded sexual favours from Lot’s two male guests.  Lot was 
rightly horrified by this demand but his alternative solution seems to be of 
highly questionable morality.  He says to the men of Sodom, ‘Look I have two 
daughters, both virgins, let me bring them out to you.... but do not touch 
these men because they have come under the shelter of my roof.’ 
It is abhorrent to think that those men should be treated thus but perfectly 
acceptable to allow two virgin girls to be gang raped! We cannot take one 
part of the story and ignore rest. This shows the primitive nature of the story 
and cannot provide us with adequate moral guidance.   
If this is so then perhaps we need to reassess our attitude to the problem.  
As to Gay marriage in Church.  At the moment marriage is defined as a mat-
ter of doctrine and in accordance with the teaching of Christ, that marriage is 
a union of one man with one woman. Until this doctrine is changed then mar-
riage within the Church of England for same sex couples is not possible. 
Gay couples share deep and loving relationships every bit as real as the love 
between a man and woman.  When Benjamin Britten was dying a nurse was 
brought into his house to care for him.  She would check on her charge at 
various intervals day and night.  On the day Britten died she went into his 
room and found him cradled in the arms of Peter Pears.  Pears had been 
with Britten all night and he died in Peter’s arms.  Their love was profound 
and deep and as far as they were concerned perfectly natural.  I cannot help 
but wonder if God blessed or abhorred their union. 
David 
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St. Mary's Church Services – July  2019 

 

 
 

NOTES 

Thank you to all who helped in the church yard clearance 

 

Date for your diary 

HARVEST SUPPER   
Saturday 21

st
 September. 7.00pm 

 

News from the Benefice 

First Communion at Brundish 

David Mulrennan celebrates his first Holy Communion as an ordained priest 
at St. Lawrence's, Brundish at 11.00am on Sunday 28

th
 July.  The Chantry 

Singers will be there and it is hoped as many people as possible will be able 
to come and enjoy this special occasion. 
 

Tannington Tea Party 2.00pm Saturday 27
th
 July in St. Ethelbert's 

Churchyard. 
Come and enjoy a cream tea or cake at Tannington. 
 

Fête on the Green 12 noon to 4.00pm Sunday 18
th
 August on Brundish 

Village Green 

Sunday 
14th 

Sunday 
21st 

Sunday 
28th 

6.30pm 
Evensong 

DB 

9.30am 
Village Worship 

Lay Elder 
  

8.00am 
Holy Communion 

DB 

Sidesperson 
Andy Edmonds 

Sidesperson 
Andy Edmonds 

Sidesperson 
Don Peacock 

  

Reader 
Don Peacock 

Reader 
Peter Baker 

Reader 
Elizabeth Cook 

  

Amos 7:7-17 
Colossians 1:1-14 

Luke 10:25-37 

Amos 8:1-12 
Colossians 1:15-28 

Luke 10:38-42 

Hosea 1:2-10 
Colossians 2:6-15 

Luke 11:1-13 
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DIRECTORY: 
 

 

Doctor’s Surgery Fressingfield 01379 586 227 

 Stradbroke 01379 384 220 

Local officers: 

Church Rev. David Burrell  01986 798 136  

'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield  

theparsnips@googlemail.com  

 

Church Wardens: 

Andy Edmunds  01986 798523 

Lay Elder for Cra,ield - Margaret Thompson  07906 509302  

Parish Council - Lo<y Barbour  01986 798099 

PC Clerk Sally Chapman   01379 855486  
PC Website www.cra,ield.onesuffolk.net  

Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator - Nick Eade  01986 798725  
 

Village Hall: 

Chair Person - Natalie Lloyd-Evans   01986 798790  
Vice Chair - Richard Turberville   01986 798346  
Bookings - Jo Nunn  01986 799181    

Laxfield School Head of School- Mrs Hammond  01986 798344 

Nova Group - Heather Hargood   01986 798180  
 

Magazine Editors: 

Sue Eade, Cranes Co<age, Cra,ield, IP19 0BN  01986 798725 

suecratmag@aol.com  

Treasurer - Geoff Moore  01379 588024 

Produc4on Manager -  

Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cra,ield, IP19 0BS  01986 888505 

peter-sparrow@outlook.com 

 

 

All informa4on must arrive by 20
th  

of the month. 

Adver4sing rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8; 

flyer £10. 

Please contact Sue, Geoff, Molly or Peter for more informa4on 


