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Topic of local interest 
 

 

I read with interest the news from Cratfield Parish Council in the 
December issue, especially the words used in the section about the 
change of use application for the Cratfield Poacher.  In particular the 
statement by the Chairman 'After the meeting I was contacted by a 
number of Cratfield residents who said they were unaware of this 
matter...' 
I was certainly aware of it and I would suggest that anyone else in the 
village that actually uses the pub would be aware of it. 
But that is of course a very small number of people. 
So, logic dictates that the people who were unaware were unaware 
because they haven't been in there for the last six months or more, it 
does rather question the validity or the comments that they are stated 
to have made to Suffolk Coastal. 
To those who were unaware, there is a well used phrase that comes 
to mind and is very common in rural communities, if you don't use it 
you lose it. 
 

R.S. 
THANK YOU 

 

 

Katie would like to thank everyone who supported her charity gig in 
November.   
The pub was packed out.   
The event raised £526.75 and the money split between 'Save the 
Children' and 'Oxfam'. 
Well done Katie, it was an excellent night. 
 

LOST 

 

On Abell's farmland short leather dog lead.  It is of no great moment 
as we have a replacement, but, out of interest, did anyone pick it up? 
Or, are the foxes trying to keep their off-spring under control? 

Nick retraced his steps, but nearly dark then we walked the same 
route the very next morning, but could find no trace.   
If anyone has it, it would be useful as a reserve. 
Crane's Cottage 798 725 
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Innocent Smoothie Big Knit 
 

Many thanks to Sue, Margaret, Carolyn, Heather and Viv who joined me on a cold, 
wet afternoon.  We had a cosy time by the fire and some hats were produced!  
Thanks to Heather for arriving with a big bag of hats she had already made and to 
Carolyn and Viv for making quite a few more.  Also to Margaret, as chief bobble mak-
er!! 
On hat count day we had 194 to send off, well done everyone! 
P.S. We enjoyed getting together like this so much we plan to have a monthly meet 
up, details to follow.  Please contact me, Ali, on (798063) if you are interested, 
 

Also, thank you to Carolyn, Sue and Margaret who helped me make the Angels this 
year. 
£60.00 was raised for the MS Society.  Thank you to everyone who bought one, your 
support is much appreciated. 
Ali Peet 

 

LEAD THEFT 

 

There can be no-one in the village who was not shocked and disturbed by the dese-
cration of our village church. 

 

St Mary's church, Cratfield has become the latest victim of the metal thieves who 
have been targeting church roofs across the region. In the small hours of Friday 4th 
and Saturday 5th December they stripped around four tons of lead from the roof of 
this grade 1 listed medieval church. In a couple of hours they ripped off a roof that 
had protected the church for generations and would have continued to do so for gen-
erations to come. And this was not just theft of materials, it was the destruction of 
craftsmanship of the highest order, lost to mindless vandals. 
 

Throughout the weekend volunteers from the village rallied round and worked in gale 
force winds to fix plastic sheeting as temporary protection for the inside of the church, 
and the church organ which stands under the exposed area. Unfortunately the plastic 
is unlikely to withstand winter conditions for very long and the urgent task now is to 
provide more durable protection until funds can be raised for a permanent replace-
ment. 
 

Ironically the church was in the process of arranging for a roof alarm system to be 
installed but with uncanny timing the thieves beat them to it. 
 

In recent years, as insurance companies came under pressure from a countrywide 
epidemic of lead thefts, cover was limited to a fraction of the true replacement costs 
leaving parishes who had suffered major roof thefts struggling to find the shortfall. 
The situation has now improved with the development of effective alarm systems that 
help to deter the thieves and give parishs access to proper insurance cover. All too 
late, however, for Cratfield. 
 

Dr Donald Peacock 

Cratfield PCC 
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Sing in the New Year with YoxVox! 

Come and give singing a go with YoxVox’s Monday evening sessions. These open, 

accessible, singing sessions are led by Helen Rolfe and Tracy Sharp fortnightly in Yoxford 

Village Hall.   

We teach everything by ear so you do not need to be able to read music, or be experienced 

as a singer. You just have to love singing! Join us and discover songs from across the globe 

in this friendly group 

Try it; it might be just what you’ve been looking for! Come on your own, or with a family 

member or friend. You will be sure of a welcome and discover just how singing with others 

can lift the spirit. 

YoxVox meets fortnightly on Monday evenings, 7.30-9.30. It’s just £5 per session.      2016 

dates: January 18th, February 1st, February 15th, February 29th, March14th
 

Phone Helen Rolfe if interested on 01502 578654, or email Tracy Sharp on 

tracy.sharp43@ntlworld.com 

 

Some ghastly cracker jokes! 

 

Q. What do angry mice send each other at Christmas?                        

A. Cross mouse cards! 

Q. What's the most popular Christmas wine? 

A. 'I don't like sprouts!' 

Q. Where does Father Christmas go when he's not well? 

A. To the elf centre! 

Q. Why does Santa have three gardens? 

A. So he can 'HO, HO, HO!' 

Q. Who is Santa's favourite singer? 

A. Elf-is Presley! 

Q. What do you sing at a snowman's birthday party? 

A. Freeze a jolly good fellow! 

Christmas Fayre 

 

Thank you so much for coming to support us at the Fayre this year.  First 
and foremost it has always been a community event so only days after the 
lead was stolen you proved how important St. Mary's is to you.  We all had a 
wonderful afternoon and we thank you all.  Those of you that worked, those 
of that gave and those of you that came.  Thank you.  What a special place 
you all make this to live in.  Thank you. 
My good wishes to everyone for a healthy 2016 

Margaret Thompson. 
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AFFORDABLE 
HANDYMAN 

HOME + GARDEN 

 

 

RELIABLE, TRUSTWORTHY 

EXCELLENT REFERENCES 

CALL PETER 

01379 668436 

Brian Cole 

7, The Street, Cra�ield, 

Halesworth,Suffolk IP19 0BS 

Tel: 01986 798503 Mobile: 

07770768209 

Garden machinery repairs 

Shears sharpened Pete’s Computer ServicesPete’s Computer ServicesPete’s Computer ServicesPete’s Computer Services    

Reliable, helpful, honest and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PC, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

Tel: 07758076177 

pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk 

WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk 
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Linstead Farm & Garden 

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 

 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 

785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Would you like 

an attractive 

garden, or a productive 

vegetable patch, but lack the 

time, energy or experience?   

Then call Gary Kimpton Garden 

Services for expert advice and 

practical help in your garden.  

Please telephone 07913814176 for 

a prompt response. 

 

Gates Lodge Self Catering 
 

• Luxury	Grade	2	Listed	Accommodation 

• Fully	Equiped 

• 4	star	Detached	Cart-Lodge	&	Stable		

Farmland views 
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ 

01379-586166 
www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com 

www.gateslodge.co.uk 
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Triumph Access Services (EA) Ltd  

We have over 20 years’ experience in Access & Li?ing 

Equipment and offer a wide range of services including IPAF 

or In-House training, 6 Monthly Inspec@ons, Parts &  

Breakdowns for MEWPS (Ariel Work Pla�orms, Scissor Li?s 

& Cherry Pickers) & Annual Telehandler Inspec5ons 

We also offer local (Suffolk) Honey 1lb and ¾lb jars available 

please phone or pop in we will be pleased to see you.  

Telephone: Richard on 01379 586816  

or 07900 187350 

Email: Richard @tass.me.uk                

Web: www.triumphaccessservices.com  

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
STRADBROKE 01379 388908 

FULLY CERTIFIED 

INSURANCE APPROVED 

TONY HALES 

BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE 

 

Don’t forget to book your lucky sweep for weddings. 

 
THE GUILD OF MASTER SWEEPS 
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   The Cratfield Poacher 

Bell Green, Cratfield, IP19 0BL  Telephone 01986 798206   
Email Cratfieldpoacher@yahoo.co.uk 

Open 6.00 pm to 11 pm Tuesday.  12 midday – 3.00 pm and 6pm – 
11 pm Weds, Thurs, Friday and all day Saturday and Sunday.  

Closed Monday.   

Food available lunchtime and evening.  Menu and Specials board.  
Fish and chips to eat in or take away.  Sunday roast. 

First Thursday of the month – Quiz Night.  Every third Wednesday 
‘Acoustic Night’.  Regular live music.  In addition our regular 

Bridge session every Tuesday evening and Book Club every second 
Wednesday. 

2016 MOBILE LIBRARY DATES 

 

Silverleys Green 14.15-14.35 

The Poacher       14.45-15.00 

 

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays 

 

5 January, 2 February, 1 March, 29 March, 26 April, 24 May, 21 June, 19 
July, 16 August, 13 September, 11 October, 8 November, 6 December 

 

Poacher Events for January 

 

 

Tuesday   5
th
 Men's Discussion Group 

Wednesday   13
th
 Book Club 

Tuesday   9
th
 Ladies' Discussion Group 

Wednesday   20
th
 Acoustic Night 

 

 

Please note – no Quiz in January 
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THEY ARE SURVIVORS! 
 

 

 

(As yet another year passes, here are some reflections on the way things 
have changed for those born before 1940) 

 

They were born before television, before penicillin, polio shots, frozen foods, 
Xerox, contact lenses, videos and the pill.  They were before radar, credit 
cards, split atoms, laser beams and ballpoint pens, before dish-washers, 
tumble-driers, electric blankets, air conditioners, drip-dry clothes....and 
before man walked on the moon. 
 

They got married first and then lived together (how quaint can you be?).  
They thought 'fast food' was what you ate in Lent, a 'Big Mac' was an 
oversized raincoat and 'crumpet' was something you had for tea.  They 
existed before house-husbands, computer dating and 'sheltered 
accommodation' was where you waited for the bus. 
 

They were before day care centres, group homes and disposable nappies.  
They had never heard of FM radio, tape decks, artificial hearts, word 
processors, or young men wearing earrings.  For them 'time sharing' meant 
togetherness, a 'chip' was a piece of wood or fried potato, 'hardware' meant 
nots and bolts and 'software' wasn't a word. 
 

Before 1940 'Made in Japan' meant junk, the term 'making out' referred to 
how you did in your exams, 'stud' was something that fastened a collar to a 
shirt and 'going all the way' meant staying on a double-decker bus to the 
terminus.  In their day, cigarette smoking was 'fashionable', 'grass' was 
mown, 'coke' was kept in the coal-house, a 'joint' was a piece of meat you ate 
on Sundays and 'pot' was something you cooked in.  'Rock Music' was a fond 
mother's lullaby. 'Eldorado' was an ice-cream, a 'gay' person was the life and 
soul of the party, while 'aids' just meant beauty treatment or help for 
someone in trouble. 
 

Those who were born before 1940 must be a very hard bunch when you 
think of the way in which the world has changed and the adjustments they 
have had to make.  No wonder there is a generation gap today.....BUT 

 

 

By the grace of God.... 
they have survived! 
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More adventures of Tickle Mouse 

 

TICKLE HAS A PARTY 

 

 

 

Tickle was celebrating his birthday, so he decided to have a 
party for all his friends.  There was a lot to plan, so he asked 
his friends Charlie and Kendrick to help.  They were all very 
excited. 
 

 

First Tickle wrote a list of guests, which included Prince Rupert, Sox the cat, 
who was more partial to birds than mice, the two ponies from down the road 
and of course, his favourite uncle from Ireland, Shamrock.  He lived in 
Dublin, under the barrels at the Guinness factory.  Shamrock loved to visit 
his nephew, so Tickle knew he would accept his invite. 
 

Tickle decided to hold his party in the village hall so he phoned the nice lady 
at The Cattery to ask if it was available.  She said it was.  Charlie and 
Kendrick said they would put up the decorations and get the food ready.  

Tickle asked his good friend Lady Cupcake to make a 
special birthday cake and the choir and the bell-ringers 
were signed up to sing Christmas carols. 
 

  
Everything was ready and Tickle picked out a dashing outfit 
of red waistcoat and green bow tie to wear, he looked very 
smart.  Charlie and Kendrick had also made some party 

hats for everyone. 
 

 

The big night came and all the guests arrived at the village hall.  Charlie and 
Kendrick handed out the hats as they waited for the guest of honour.  Tickle 
arrived on the back of Farmer Jack's tractor which had been draped in fairy 
lights and holly.  The choir sang 'Happy Birthday' and the sound of the hand-

bells rang out. 
 

A good time was had by all.  Tickle thanked everyone for 
coming as he cut the cake which looked like a big cheese 
with grapes trailing down the side like a garland. 
 

It was the best birthday ever!         
 

 

Perrin 
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CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 
 

 

JANUARY 2016 

 

� Club 100 Winners – The lucky winners for November were 

drawn on 3
rd

 December - 1
st

 Sandra Chivers No: 38 

£15.00: 2
nd

 Jackie Chapman No: 44 £10.00: 3
rd

 Pat Chave 

No: 51 £5.00 congratula5ons. 

 

� Following the lead being stolen from the church roof the 

commiBee have agreed that half of the proceeds from 

the sale of the 2016 calendars will be donated to St 

Mary’s Church to assist with the cost of the replacement 

roof – we s5ll have a few leD if you would like to 

purchase one please contact Rebecca on 01986 799006 

or Sandra on 01379 586816. 

� Thank you to everyone who supported the Beetle Drive 

on 28
th

 November especial thanks to Tim Ackerley our 

caller for helping make it an enjoyable evening – and 

many thanks to everyone else who helped in any way or 

donated a raffle prize your support is as always 

appreciated. 
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Just a reminder - we are planning to decorate the loos at the 

village hall during January this shouldn’t affect any hirers (we 

can work around you/them) so we start the year with freshly 

painted facilities for everyone to enjoy! 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2016DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2016DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2016DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2016 

5th March Thai Food Evening Meal – back by popular 

demand - times to be confirmed 

8th May – Cratfield Annual Companion Dog Show 

27th August – Cratfield Horticultural and Produce Show 

15th October – Photographic Exhibition and Competition 

26th November – Possible Quiz or Beetle Drive or maybe 

something else! 

 

 

Please let us know if you have any suggestions or ideas for 

events in 2016 the next meeting of the Cratfield Village Hall 

Committee will be held on 25th February 2016 all welcome 

we would love to see you and hear from you. 

 

 

If you would like to hire the hall for an event or you would 

like to hire any equipment (chairs/tables/crockery etc) for 

more details please contact Carolyn White on 07794 914330 

or email carosalis47@gmail.com 
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Defibrillator phone numbers: People able and willing to operate the 

Defibrillator are as follows; Bell Green Area—01986 798733, 01986 

799006, 01986 798606, 01986 798063, 07873 862274, 01986 785375. 

Silverleys Green Area; 01379 586816. North Green Area; 01986 785035. 

You can contact any of these if the one you phone is not available. 

Answers to Christmas Quiz 

(With questions in case you've forgotten them) 
 

1. What's the name of the period leading up to Christmas?  Advent 
2. How many Wise Men brought gifts to Jesus? More than one (the 
Bible doesn't say how many) 
3. How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizzas? (sorry) Deep pan, 
crisp and even ! 
4. What was the name of John the Baptist's Mother? Elizabeth 

5. Who brings presents to children in Holland on the 5th/6th Decem-
ber? St. Nicholas 

6. How many letters are in the angelic alphabet? 25, 'no el'!!! 
7. In which town was Jesus born? Bethlehem 

8. How many presents were given in total in the 12 Days of Christ-
mas? 364 

9. In which decade was the first Christmas Card sent in the UK? 
1840's – 1843 by Sir Henry Cole 

10. To which country did Jesus’ family escape? Egypt 
11. How many of Rudolph's eight companions names start with 'D'? 
Three – Dancer, Dasher and Donner 
12. Which country originated the use of decorated Christmas Trees? 
Germany – actually it was Latvia, but it was part of Germany 
then! 
13. Who was the 'King of the Jews' who ordered the babies to be 
killed? King Herod 

14. What's the second line of "I'm dreaming of a white Christmas"? 
Just like the ones I used to know. 
15. What was Joseph's job? Carpenter 
16. Who started the custom of Wassailing? The Anglo Saxons – it 
means 'good health'. 
17. Who were the first people to visit the baby Jesus? Shepherds 

18. What's lucky to find in your Christmas Pudding? A sixpence 

19. Which Angel visited Mary? Gabriel 
20. Where did the baby Jesus sleep after he was born? In a manger 
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Post Christmas Blues 

 

So the Fes@ve period is at a close, or nearly, depending on when you get the Mag. 

One of the things I find most difficult about Christmas is how different it is compared to when 

I was a child. For a start it’s a whole lot more expensive. I remember me and my brothers and 

sister geOng great big piles of present and they used to cost me nothing! Now everything 

seems to cost me a fortune. 

Now, bearing in mind that I am only going back just under 30 years now I remember 

Christmas being a great @me. Two whole weeks off school, no homework (un@l the last day 

rush to get it all done) and nothing more important to do than get so excited about 

Christmas I’d make myself ill! 

Those were the days that I get legi@mately cry for hours because I got the Skeletor sword and 

shield set instead of the He-Man one, get tricked by my older brothers into thinking that my 

giant bar of chocolate gave me super-powers and therefore ea@ng the lot in about 10 mins 

and having stomach-ache the rest of the day and geOng into trouble for not ea@ng my 

Christmas Dinner. 

Memories of my Nanna who refused to have a colour TV (she’d never had one and didn’t 

need or want one, thankyou!) coming round to watch the Queens Speech on our colour TV, 

forcing us all to yawn our way through it, then leaving again before the washing up needed 

doing (she was smarter than I gave her credit for). 

Nowadays it’s about watching the kids go through the same things and trying not to laugh 

too hard when they react the same way (although now they cry for hours because they got 

the Play Sta@on 4 and not the Xbox One with Super Mega Kill Strike instead of Super Kill 

Mega Strike) trying not to get angry when they’ve scoffed the four tonnes of chocolate in the 

house and can’t eat their Christmas Dinner because they’re rolling on the floor clutching their 

tummies in pain. Watching the joy on their faces as the magic of Father Christmas is brought 

to life for another genera@on, how he manages to get them what they wanted, how his elves 

manage to escape copy-write laws and make Nintendos, Hasbro and Apple products without 

he?y fines and court cases (it must be magic a?er all!) so the Big Red Fella can bring it all 

down the blocked off chimney, through the bricked up fireplace and place it all under the 

fake tree ready for the kids to tear open in naught seconds flat and lose interest in half of it 

twice as fast. 

But, I hear you ask, where does the Post Christmas Blues come into to this? Well next @me 

you see me ask to see my credit card bill… all 58 and a half pages of it! 
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Lester Baker 

Brick laying and block work 

All types of groundwork 

(mini digger) 

Drains, block paving, pa5os and 

paths 

Charro Lodge, Fressingfield, 

Suffolk, IP21 5SY 

Tel: 01379 586530 

Mobile: 07889330741 

Fiona Patrick’s Therapies 

Relax & Unwind .... 

Holistic Massage – Back Massage 

Hot Stone Massage – Indian Head Massage 

Body Scrubs - Body Wraps 

 

www.fp-therapies.co.uk 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

Give me a call – I am only in BRUNDISH 

01379 388458 or e-mail   

Fiona@fp-therapies.co.uk 

Charles Glennon 

TV VIDEO/DVD DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE 

 INSTALLATION & REPAIRS 

Tel: 01728 603376 

BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 

building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

 

  

Do you hate ironing? 

 

Then let me do it! Reasonable rates, I can 

collect and deliver.   

Existing customers in Cratfield. 

Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or  

01986 873 729  

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Plkace, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A 

WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 
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     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    Renova@ons 

Pa@os   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

R. GriBon 

Professional 

Decorators 

High Quality, reliable 

service for all your 

interior and exterior 

requirements 

 

Telephone: 01379 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selec5on of fresh & frozen 

beef readily available 

Come and visit the CraQield beef 

stand at Halesworth produce 

market every second Saturday of 

each month 

A full price list is available on 

request.  Further details from LoBy 

• MOT 

• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• Diagnos@cs 

• All makes welcome 

• Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 

months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 
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Cra�ield  

CaWery 

For cats on holiday in a rural retreat 

• Spacious chalets 

• Vaccinated cats only 

• Utmost care and aWen@on given 

• 10% discount to Cra�ield residents 

Call Rebecca 01986 799006/07879 400113 

         

 

 

Laxfield Pre-School Group 

(Framlingham Road, Laxfield IP13 8HD) 

Rewarded ‘Outstanding’ for the third consecutive time.  

Sessions available between 8.30am -3.30pm for children 

aged 2-5yrs. Funding is available subject to criteria. 
Please call Lizzie on 01986 798091 or email at 

manager.laxfieldpreschool@outlook.com 
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          ACORN FOOT HEALTH     

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci, 

PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP 

    FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT 

HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC 

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses, 

fungal Infec@on, corns, nail cuOng, bunions 

and Foot Care for diabe@cs. 

Foot health checks and all nail condi@ons. 

For an appointment 

Tel. 01379 384873  Mob. 07724 073328 

       Email: griffithstwo@aol.com 

Some evening appointments available 

HORSE & GARDEN 

SUPPLIES  

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth  

01986 873484  open 9 – 1.00, 2 

– 5.00 pm Mon – Sat 

Everything for horse and rider.   

Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs, 

wellingtons, workwear, country 

clothing, gi? tokens 

 

MAN & MACHINE 

 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 

SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132  MOBILE 07966 

725001 
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Four Star Rated 

Whipple Tree CoBage 

Bell Green, CraQield 

This carefully restored @mbered former stable and haylo? includes 1 x double, 1 x 

twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs. 

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy 

wheelchair access. PreWy coWage garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for 

two cars. 

For bookings apply to: 

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green CoWage, Cra�ield, 

Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI 

GOT A DRIP? 

Need a plumber? 

40 years experience. 
Water filters and softeners 

Heating and plumbing 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Locally based 

Call Derek 07971 007846 
email: 

Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk 
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Crane Lodge , Bickers Hill 

Laxfield, IP13 8DP 

Telephone: 01986-798901 

 

Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year! 

Have you ever considered how many rites of passage you undergo 
throughout your life? No doubt in 2016 some of us may experience some. A 
recent list of ‘rites of passage’ I saw included the first time you ride a bicycle 
without the stabilisers, passing a driving test, leaving school, getting married, 
first child and so on. A rite of passage is a moment in our life when we make 
a transition. 

One rite of passage that the Church offers is baptism. Baptism is our 
response to God’s call to us to follow Christ, and is often known as 
Christening; it is carried out by a priest, mainly at the font and involves the 
symbolism of water and light. Most of us are Christened as children with the 
support of Godparents and our parents, though more and more are being 
Christened as adults. This rite of passage marks our transition from 
darkness into the light of Christ. 

Being Christened however, is not the end, it is generally expected that this 
would be followed by what is known as Confirmation. Confirmation is an 
affirmation of the vows and undertakings that were made during Christening, 
when our parents and Godparents speak for us, but in Confirmation we 
confirm these vows and undertakings ourselves in front of the bishop, who 
then confirms us by laying his hands on our head. 

We have a large number of children (and adults) who have been Christened 
but not Confirmed, so we are arranging for Bishop Martin to visit soon to 
carry out this rite of passage, so if you or someone you know qualify for 
Confirmation (you must be over 11 years of age), then please do contact 
David or myself. My telephone number is at the top of this letter, David’s is: 
01986-798136. 

 

With my prayers and best wishes, 
 

Ron 
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH CRATFIELD – JANUARY SERVICES 

 

 

 

Sunday 3rd     Jer 31:7-14          Eph 1:3-14             John 1:(1-9)10-18    
Sunday 10th   Isaiah 43:1-7        Acts 8:14-17          Luke 3:15-17,21-22      
Sunday  17th  Isaiah 62: 1-5    1 Cor 12:1-11           John 2:1-11 

Sunday 24th   Neh 8:1-3,5-6    1 Cor 12:12-31a       Luke 4:14-21 

Sunday 31th   Jer 1:4-10          1 Cor 13:1-13           Luke 4:21-30 

 

CRATFIELD CHURCH DUTY ROTA  FOR JANUARY 

 

 

Anyone who cannot attend to their duty please contact Margaret Thompson 
or, for flowers, Judith Mobbs. 

 

If you wish to know times of services in other churches in the 
benefice these are posted on our church notice board. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

The men's discussion group meets in the Cratfield Poacher on the first 
Tuesday of each month and the ladies' discussion group meet, also in the 
Poacher, on the third Tuesday in the month. 
There will be no meetings of the Laxfield men's group until further notice. 
Ron 

Ron 

Sunday 3rd 9.45am Café Church Lay Elder 

Sunday 10th 6.30pm Evensong RO 

Sunday 17th   

Sunday 24th 11.00am Holy Communion DB 

Sunday 31st   

DATE SIDESPERSON READER FLOWERS 

Sunday   3rd 

Sunday 10th 

Sunday 17th 

Sunday 24th 

Sunday 31st 

A. Edmonds 

D. Peacock 

  

M.Thompson 

C. Mobbs 

A. Edmonds 

  

P. Baker 
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DIRECTORY: 
Police: PCSO 3195 Julie Hinton phone 101, ask for her by name. 

 

Doctor’s Surgery Fressingfield 01379 586 227 

 Stradbroke 01379 384 220 

Local officers: 

Church Rev. David Burrell  01986 798 136  

'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield  

theparsnips@googlemail.com  

 

Church Wardens: 

Tracey Whale  01986 872848 

Lay Elder for Cra�ield - Margaret Thompson  07906 509302  

Parish Council - LoWy Barbour  01986 798099 

www.cra�ield.onesuffolk.net    

Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator—Bob Stra�ord 01986 798143 

 

Village Hall: 

Chair Person - Rebecca Sannick  01986 799006 

Vice Chair - Richard Turberville   01986 798346  
Bookings - Carolyn White  07794 914330  
Social Club - G Moore  01379 588024 

Pain@ng Club - Mick Chave   01986 798771    

Laxfield School Act. Head Teacher - Mrs Hammond 01986 798344 

Nova Group - Beulah ChaWen   01379 588041  
 

Magazine Editors: 

Sue Eade, Cranes CoWage, Cra�ield, IP19 0BN  01986 798725 

suecratmag@aol.com  

Treasurer - Geoff Moore  01379 588024 

Produc@on Manager -  

Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cra�ield, IP19 0BS  01986 798472 

petersparrow1@supanet.com 

 

All informa@on must arrive by 20
th  

of the month. 

Adver@sing rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8; 

flyer £10. 

Please contact Sue, Geoff, Molly or Peter for more informa@on 


