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WELCOME 

 

A very warm welcome to Judith who has moved into Poachers 
Close with 'Peggy' and 'Johnny'.  We hope they will be very 
happy in our friendly village, Cratfield. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

Congratulations to Naomi and Charles Glennon who were 
married in St. Mary's Church, Cratfield on Saturday July 15

th
.  

We wish them every happiness. 
 

BABYSITTING 

 

Florrie Hulbert, nearly 15 (October) 
Lives in Cratfield and mum would be at home if any problems. 

Work on Saturdays during the day, but available for 
babysitting in the evenings and during the day in the holidays. 

£5.00 an hour! 
 

Home 01986 799 102 

School holidays - mobile 07935 313 857 

 

 

 

Thank you very much to all those who contribute in any way to 
Cratfield News, it makes the publication what it is and there's 

no doubt that many people look forward to receiving and 
reading it.   

You don't need to wait until the 20
th

 of the month to send 
your contributions, the earlier the better. 

 

On behalf of those who submit information on events etc. why 
not put the dates on your calendar or in your diary straight 

away, it's so easy to forget and then it would appear that you 
don't read it! 

                                                               
Sue 
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Margaret Goose 

 

All who knew her will have been very sad and shocked to hear of 
the death of Margaret Goose.  Until John's ill-health forced their 
move to Harleston last Autumn they had taken an active part in the 
life of Cratfield for over fifty years, During this time Margaret had 
been a staunch supporter of Cratfield Church, serving on the PCC 
and as Treasurer for many years, for most of this time she gener-
ously gave the Communion wine. 
Margaret was always involved in fund raising events, knowing better 
than most how necessary these were.  She was part of the group 
that organised and cooked for the Harvest Suppers, Coffee Morn-
ings etc.  For some years she independently ran a Coffee Morning 
in the Village Hall and in her own home, all in aid of St. Mary's 
Church. 
What is perhaps generally less well known were Margaret's out-
standing qualities as a good neighbour. She and John had an ever 
open door for anyone in trouble of any kind and were always there 
to listen, help and support.  They made many visits to sick neigh-
bours and helped out with shopping for those without transport.  
Over the years many people in the Silverleys Green area have had 
cause to be extremely grateful to Margaret and she is sorely 
missed. 
We send our sincere condolences to Carron, Donna, Mandy and 
their families, who, together with all of us who knew and loved Mar-
garet, find her irreplaceable. 
 

S. W. 
 

On behalf of the village I am sure that all of us who knew Margaret 
would like to join in the above and offer our sympathy and condo-
lences to all of Margaret and John's family. 
 

 

DON'T FORGET NATALIE'S BOOK LAUNCH 

 

“The Wardrobe Mistress” - Halesworth Library 

 Thursday August 10th 6.30pm 

Open invitation, wine, chat and a short reading. 
ALL WELCOME 
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  How clean is your roast? 

 

Other people’s conversations can be fascinating but we all hate a 
nosy parker.  Much as I am tempted, I never eavesdrop.  However, 
the juiciest snippets always seem to carry. 
The other weekend I was in a train going from Halesworth to 
London and behind me was a group of four jolly ladies off on a fun 
weekend.  The snippets flew. 
‘I wash the bits under the cold tap and pat them dry.  I dunk whole 
ones in a bowl of cold water.’ 
‘That’s not good enough for me…It needs to be sterilised by 
immersion in boiling water before I would even dream of using it.  
Whole or in pieces.  It makes no difference,’ chimed in another of 
the group. 
‘That’s ridiculous. You roast or fry chicken at high temperatures.  All 
bacteria will be killed.  If you wash it in cold water before you cook it 
you just spread the germs round the kitchen surfaces.’ This woman 
had the air of a scientist about her. 
 A guy a few seats away voiced his agreement with the scientific 
lady.  Everyone within earshot was, by now, following the 
conversation as attentively as if it was a radio phone in.  A hubbub 
of mini chicken hygiene based conversations was spontaneously 
initiated all over the railway carriage. 
I apologised for butting in and joked that not only did I give every 
chicken a good shower and towel dry but sprinkled it with talcum 
powder and dabbed deodorant underneath its wings and legs. 
Fortunately for me the women laughed.  The debate continued till 
we got to Liverpool Street. 
I have never thought of washing chicken before I cooked it in my 
life.  I am of the camp of the scientific lady.  I asked a couple friends 
what they did.  The first one I asked agreed with me - chicken 
laundering was out – cooking killed the germs.  Yet another friend 
confessed to always sprinkling a bit of water on chicken portions, 
steaks – even minced beef. 
Should we really wash our meat before we cook it? 

 

 What, dear reader, do you do with yours? 

 

Nigel Cousins 
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AFFORDABLE 
HANDYMAN 

HOME + GARDEN 

 

 

RELIABLE, TRUSTWORTHY 

EXCELLENT REFERENCES 

CALL PETER 

01379 668436 

Brian Cole 

7, The Street, Cra�ield, 

Halesworth,Suffolk IP19 0BS 

Tel: 01986 798503 Mobile: 

07770768209 

Garden machinery repairs 

Shears sharpened Pete’s Computer ServicesPete’s Computer ServicesPete’s Computer ServicesPete’s Computer Services    

Reliable, helpful, honest and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PC, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

Tel: 07758076177 

pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk 

WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk 
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Linstead Farm & Garden 

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 

 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 

785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Would you like 

an attractive 

garden, or a productive 

vegetable patch, but lack the 

time, energy or experience?   

Then call Gary Kimpton Garden 

Services for expert advice and 

practical help in your garden.  

Please telephone 07913814176 for 

a prompt response. 

 

Gates Lodge Self Catering 
 

• Luxury	Grade	2	Listed	Accommodation 

• Fully	Equiped 

• 4	star	Detached	Cart-Lodge	&	Stable		

Farmland views 
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ 

01379-586166 
www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com 

www.gateslodge.co.uk 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP 
STRADBROKE 01379 388908 

FULLY CERTIFIED 

INSURANCE APPROVED 

TONY HALES 

BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE 

 

Don’t forget to book your lucky sweep for weddings. 
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2017 MOBILE LIBRARY DATES 

 

Silverleys Green 14.15-14.35 

The Poacher       14.45-15.00 

 

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays: 
15th August, 12th September, 10th October,  7th November,  5th December 

HEVENINGHAM HALL COUNTRY FAIR 

 

I am delighted to tell you that this year’s Country Fair was a great success, thanks 
in some part to the wonderful weather over the two days.  Cars were queuing for 
miles to get in but all were safely parked eventually and the feedback from all the 
people who visited was extremely positive.  This would not have been possible 
without the help from the enormous number of people from Cratfield and the 
surrounding villages.  So, a huge thank you to all those of you who helped by 
putting up/taking down tents, acting as stewards, serving tea and cakes in the 
Courtyard and the Tea Tent, selling raffle tickets, counting money and all the other 
things that went towards making this year’s fair the best yet.  A personal thank you 
from me to all those people who donated Tombola Prizes and made a donation 
towards the £25 John Lewis Voucher that was Cratfield’s contribution to the raffle.  
The Tea Rooms raised a magnificent total of £9385 and the Tombola a record 
breaking £1533. 
 

The Raffle raised £1129 after the £300 first prize was taken out and the prize 
winners were 

1st prize Samantha Chapman (£300) 
2nd prize Tony Redman  (2 night stay in Holly Cottage, Huntingfield) 
3rd prize Mike Bretton  (£50 voucher for Darsham Nurseries) 
4th prize Emma Bailey (A Magnum of Adnams Champagne) 
5th prize Mandy Palmer (An Anchor beach bag, scarf and umbrella) 
6th prize Katie Comins (Sunday Lunch for two with a bottle of wine at the Royal 
Oak, Laxfield) 
7th prize Becca  (A £25 John Lewis voucher) 
8th prize G+M Curtis (A crate of Aspalls premier cru cider) 
9th prize Mike Bretton (Afternoon ta for 2 at G+Ts cafe, Yoxford) 
10th prize J.Scott (A hamper of local produce) 
11th prize Mrs S Jones (10 variety packs of Musk sausages) 
 

The money raised is for local communities for village and school projects, church 
repairs and individual cases of need. 
Date for your diary – Heveningham Hall Fireworks, Saturday 4 November. 
Please contact me or Julie Collett, 01986 798258, if you would like to volunteer. 
Once again, thank you to all who contributed in any way. 
 

Carolyn White   Cratfield Village Representative 

Heveningham Hall Country Fair Trust Reg Charity No. 1095403 – For the 
Community 



10 

'Circle 67' had their 50th year celebration in Bramfield recently.  Truly great, folk 
dressed in 60s style.  Did we really wear flares and stuff in our hair?  How funny it 
looks now. 
This piece is inspired by that night. 
 

DRESS SENSE FOR THOSE THAT CAN REMEMBER. 
 

What were you wearing? 

In 1967 a local band, I think from Peasenhall, were called 'Sounds 66', the 
following year they renamed their group 'Sounds 67'.  Once a week a dance 
was held at Laxfield Village Hall.  Stanley and Ada Gower manned the door, 
stamping your wrist in red with PAID.  It was all of 5s 6d. 
 

Before the dance, on one such night I had prepared myself.  Oh my, so 
pleased with the hours of carefully drawn flowers over my eyelids highlighted 
with blue mascara bought from Wendy Oakes, Avon rep. 
Mum was a dressmaker in Town and had wonderful silks and velvet material, 
triangular pieces of fabric were set into jeans by 
undoing the seams creating flares which covered the 
whole shoe.  Not a good look walking through the rain, 
they stuck and drooped around your calves soaking up 
the leg, still felt great though.  Oh my, then the colours 
ran! 
Dad called me back.  “Wash your face, you are NOT 
going anywhere looking like that.” 
Reluctantly I removed every bit, tears helping the 
removal of the offending mask.  My life was over it 
seemed.  Today I would have won first prize at 
Hampton Court flower display. 
The Village Hall was great, noisy, full of smoke, no bar.  
So when the lads turned up after a bevy at The Oak or The Low House in 
time for a last smooch, they were lolling over you.  What fun! 

 

Living over the road, we had to have chips from Ayres on the 
way home, chips, 6d a bag, with or without the crispy bits.  The 
potatoes were chipped with the aid of a machine in the shop, the 
spuds were fed through the top, a handle pulled down and,  
behold the chips fell into a bucket of water.  Saturday, the 

queues reached to the road it was so popular, the smell was tantalizing. 
 

Oh, I almost forgot, depending on availability, flowers were placed 
throughout my hair, not one was left in place at the end of the night, I think it 
was dancing to “The Hippy Hippy Shake” that helped strew them! 
 

And now, my high stepper bicycle. 
It had been Martha Plant's.  Martha used to live up on Bickers Hill and wore a 
cross-over pinafore, hair up in a bun.  She had a most amazing laugh, long 
and loud, clapping her hands as she swung her head around stamping her 
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Defibrillator phone numbers: People able and willing to operate the 

Defibrillator are as follows; Bell Green Area—01986 798733, 01986 

798606, 07873 862274.  Silverleys Green Area; 01379 586816. North 

Green Area; 01986 785035. 

You can contact any of these if the one you phone is not available. 

pompom slippered feet as she did so.  Dad made 
me say thank you for this very heavy old-

fashioned bike.  Of course I was grateful, laughing 
stock, who cared?  Anyway, a pot of red paint then 
brushed 'twist and shout' over the angled frame.  
At the time Daz washing powder was giving away 
plastic roses, the wicker basket was soon filled, 
brimming over the handlebars in gay profusion.  
Could have done without the 3 speed gear that 
Dad thought it required.  IT WAS HEAVY! 
Now the bike supports the clematis in my garden. 
 

Let's have your fashion stories. 
 

Do the young of today still smooch? 

OK, just shape some shapes, do keep up Chrissie. 
 

Chrissie Kitchen 

 

 

 

We've all heard of “The Dress Thief”, but how about this tale.... 
 

”The Silver Service Cat Thief” 

 

Archie, a ten year old tabby cat, does what most cats do, brings home the 
spoil for his owner, albeit standard stuff, shrews, mice, birds, young rabbits, 
lays them on the doorstep, quite frankly, job done, left for owner to remove. 
This particular evening, Lucy, the owner watched flabbergasted as said mog 
drew close with a stifled mewing.  What exactly was dangling from his jaws.  
A rat with a yellow tail?  What on earth...!   The mewing stopped, the spoil 
proudly presented at his mistress's feet, the cat in rapture, high shoulders 
rubbing on mistress's legs.  A chipolata, still hot, attached to a child's yellow 
handled fork! 
Chrissie Kitchen Cat 
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VILLLAGE HALL NEWSVILLLAGE HALL NEWSVILLLAGE HALL NEWSVILLLAGE HALL NEWS 

100 Club 

 

A reminder about returning the 100 Club renewal/
application form.  If you have mislaid the form you can just 
place a cheque for £12.00 or £6.00, made payable to Crat-
field 100 Club, with your name and address on the back,  in 
an envelope in Vine Cottage mail box. 
 

Last year's winners 

 

 

 

1 Doris Coook 20.7.16 1 Frank Cousin 11.1.17 

2 Carolyn White   2 Mark Aryaeenia   

3 Mary Cousin   3 Steve Peet   

1 Molly Matthews 3.8.16 1 Andrew Barringer 8.2.17 

2 Susan Jones   2 Chrissie Kitchen   

3 Sue Ackerley   3 Carolyn White   

1 Robert King 7.9.16 1 Jean Peacock 8.3.17 

2 Jo  Nunn   2 Julie Pasque   

3 Sandra Taylor   3 Sheila Hookins   

1 Heather Hargood 12.10.16 1 Simon Woolward 12.4.17 

2 Sandra Chivers   2 Paul Taylor   

3 Elizabeth Dix   3 Sue Seabon   

1 Mick Chave 9.11.16 1 Sarah Vass 10.5.17 

2 Richard Turber-
ville 

  2 Suzanne Eagling   

3 Tim Cable   3 Rebecca Hargood   

1 Hannah Johnson 7.12.16 1 Rebecca Sannick 14.6.17 

2 Richard Chivers   2 Sara Saunders   

3 Jeremy Blackham   3 Lesley King   
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GOT A DRIP? 

Need a plumber? 

40 years experience. 
Water filters and softeners 

Heating and plumbing 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Locally based 

Call Derek 07971 007846 
email: 

Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk 

OLIVER AND SALLY-ANNE 
GARDENS 

Experienced greensman/gardener 
RHS qualified gardener 

catering for all your gardening 
needs. 

Based in Cratfield 

and offering special local rates 

07510 406259 

sallyannegardens@gmail.com 

Don't forget the this month's Pop-up Pub and Barbecue 

Friday August 4th  6.00pm onwards 

It was a great success last month! 
 

Just a quick reminder that 
Cratfield Horticultural Show 

 

will take place on 

Saturday 5th August 
at the Village Hall 

 

We hope that you have all got your entries sorted out – these must be 
submitted with the fee of 50p per entry to Salisbury House, Manse Lane, 
Cratfield by Wednesday2nd August.  No entries will be taken after that date,  
If you have mislaid the schedule, the recipe or the entry form them ring 
Carolyn on 01986 799187 or 07794 914330. 
If you are entering any of the classes then you should bring your exhibit/s 
along to the Village Hall from 10.00am.  The staging of the exhibits must be 
completed by 12 noon after which time the judges will be making their 
decisions. 
 

The show will open to the public from 2.30pm when we will be serving 
Pimms and light refreshments so, even if you haven't plucked up courage to 
make an entry you can come along and admire. 
 

…......................................................................................................... 
 

FRAM BROADBAND 

 

Has anybody got it? 

If so is it working OK? 

Do you get the 5gb (minimum) promised? 

Would you let us share your experiences? 
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Cratfield Parish Council 
The full Draft Minutes can be found on CPC’s website: 
www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net 
 
Summary of July 2017 Mee7ng 

Present: Lotty Barbour (Chair), Richard Chivers (Vice Chair), Chris Mobbs, Michael 
Oliver, Gloria Steward. 
Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer: Sally Chapman 

Parishioners Matters of Concern 
No parishioners present 
County & District Councillor Reports 
Not present and no reports. 
Main Meeting 

Finance 

To receive the Financial Report and Approve Cheques  
The RFO read out the reports and the following were approved:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Payments and Finance and Budget Reports were agreed as a true and accurate 
record and signed by the Chair. 

To consider applying for a further Transparency Grant  
Cllrs agreed to apply for a further transparency grant to maintain the website 
(final year). 

To consider Barclays Simple Servicing Authority 

Cllrs agreed to apply for Simple Servicing Authority to allow the Clerk to view/
print statements online and transfer money between accounts of the same name. 

Planning Applications and Decisions Update 

Cllrs noted the following:  

     Applications  

     a) Poachers Farm Bell Green Cratfield Suffolk IP19 0DN 

     Ref. No: DC/17/2164/FUL | Status: Awaiting decision  
      Decisions 
      None 

 

 
Defibrillator Training 

The Chair reminded Cllrs of the training on Thursday 13th July 2017 at 7pm in the village 

hall. 

Village Update 

Play Area 

         - New Bark Chippings are now in place. 

- Play Area Maintenance Report & Actions: regularly checked and no issues. 

b) Village Maintenance 

 - Millennium Meadow Queen's 90th Birthday Tree Plaque is now in place. 

Correspondence 
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         - Clerk and Council Direct Magazine. 
Any Other Business 

None 
Items for next Agenda 

- To consider a maintenance plan for Millennium Meadow. Clerk to see if grants are available.        

To confirm next year’s meeting dates and times:   

12th September 2017 at 7.15pm 

14th November 2017 at 7.15pm 

9th January 2018 at 7.15pm 

13th March 2018 at 7.15pm 

8th May 2018 at 7.15pm – APM & AGM  

Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market 
Saturday 5th August  10am -12.30pm 

inside All Saint's Church, 
inside the Royal Oak, and outside on Church Plain 

 

The weather was perfect for last month's Market, and the Yoxford based Barley 
Brigg Morris troupe created an ideal English summer picture by dancing in front of 
the Church, Royal Oak and Museum. Their amazingly tall hats stole the show, ap-
pearing to be plucked from a 1950's summer cornfield. Once again stallholders 
offered a range of interesting and individual items for sale, including delicious hon-
ey from Laxfield's very own busy bees. 
This month's Market on the 5th August looks to be very interesting again. There is 
always something different to see, and this month we welcome new stallholders 
Kerry with baby clothes and shawls, Angela with hand-made cards, and come and 
meet Rosie with copies of her beautifully illustrated new book 'Songs of the Trees', 
an enchanting new fable for all ages. 
Isabella and Edward Fortescue will be visiting us for a second time on their way 
back from 1751 London (public transport problems again!)  They'll be singing songs 
and chatting about life in Georgian London, with it's coffee shops, pickpockets and 
new bridge. You'll spot them easily in their beautiful costumes. 
Again seek out fresh fish, organic vegetables and fruit, local goats cheese, cakes 
and bakes, home-made bread on different stalls this month, and delicious Suffolk 
pork.  Whereas there is always an array of interesting stalls along the Church aisle, 
you'll find a veritable Aladdin's Cave of stalls set up inside the restaurant area of the 
Royal Oak, connected by a string of collectible and consumable stalls outside.  So 
step inside to see what's there... 
Tea, coffee and cake will be available inside the Church, and The Royal Oak will be 
offering breakfasts, bacon rolls, liquid refreshment, and lunches. 
Please contact Catherine Cawood on 01986 798852 for info on pitch spaces.  Chil-
dren are encouraged to get into the entrepreneurial spirit, and the Market offers 
them one free pitch per year. Dragon's Den be warned! 
 

Cake of the Month – Summer Berry Meringue Cake 

 

 Laxfield Market - on the first Saturday morning of each month – 

all local, all individual and all very friendly!  Come and see us! 
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Fiona Patrick’s Therapies 

Relax & Unwind .... 

Holistic Massage – Back Massage 

Hot Stone Massage – Indian Head Massage 

Body Scrubs - Body Wraps 

www.fp-therapies.co.uk 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

Give me a call – I am only in BRUNDISH 

01379 388458 or e-mail   

Fiona@fp-therapies.co.uk 

BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 

building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

 

  

Do you hate ironing? 

 

Then let me do it! Reasonable rates, I can 

collect and deliver.   

Existing customers in Cratfield. 

Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or  

01986 873 729  

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Plkace, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A 

WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 

T.W. Tree and Gardening 

Services 

All aspects of tree surgery 

Hedges trimmed, rough areas 

strimmed, garden rubbish cleared 

 

Tel: 01986 798928  

Mob: 07787 753525 
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     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    RenovaBons 

PaBos   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

R. GriDon 

Professional Decorators 

High Quality, reliable 

service for all your 

interior and exterior 

requirements 

 

Telephone: 01379 

586768 

Mobile:  07766 982600 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selec7on of fresh & frozen beef 

readily available 

Come and visit the CraHield beef stand 

at Halesworth produce market every 

second Saturday of each month 

A full price list is available on request.  

Further details from LoDy 01986 

798099 

orders@craHieldbeef.co.uk 

• MOT 

• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• DiagnosBcs 

• All makes welcome 

• Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 

months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 
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Cra�ield  

CaCery 

For cats on holiday in a rural retreat 

• Spacious chalets 

• Vaccinated cats only 

• Utmost care and aCenBon given 

• 10% discount to Cra�ield residents 

Call Rebecca 01986 799006/07879 400113 

         

 

 

Laxfield Pre-School Group 

(Framlingham Road, Laxfield IP13 8HD) 

Rewarded ‘Outstanding’ for the third consecutive time.  

Sessions available between 8.30am -3.30pm for children 
aged 2-5yrs. Funding is available subject to criteria. 
Please call Lizzie on 01986 798091 or email at 

manager.laxfieldpreschool@outlook.com 
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          ACORN FOOT HEALTH     

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci, 

PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP 

    FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT 

HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC 

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses, 

fungal InfecBon, corns, nail cuLng, bunions 

and Foot Care for diabeBcs. 

Foot health checks and all nail condiBons. 

For an appointment 

Tel. 01379 384873  Mob. 07724 073328 

       Email: griffithstwo@aol.com 

Some evening appointments available 

HORSE & GARDEN 

SUPPLIES  

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth  

01986 873484  open 9 – 1.00, 2 

– 5.00 pm Mon – Sat 

Everything for horse and rider.   

Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs, 

wellingtons, workwear, country 

clothing, giN tokens 

 

MAN & MACHINE 

 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 

SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132  MOBILE 07966 

725001 
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Confessions of a… Whatever I was at the 7me. 

Exclusive to the CraHield News—The serialised memoirs of Peter Sparrow—Part 1 

In my Bme I’ve had a few jobs, I started work at 14 (I was sBll at school, I’m not that old!) for £1.50 an 

hour at my local Spar stacking shelves, where my brother used to work. Thinking back on it I’m not sure 

that it was legal. It wasn’t unBl about 3 months in I found out that my brother got sacked for passing 

crates of booze over the back fence just before the manager employed me, luckily me and my brother 

have different surnames, or that could have been awkward! 

From there I moved on to working as a kitchen hand in an American Diner (hence my amazing BBQ 

skills!), I got promoted to the heady heights of waiter, but was soon demoted again. Turns I was 

supposed to wait not the customers! 

Then on my 18
th

 birthday I got the dream job of barman at the pub just over the road to the restaurant 

(The pub was The Thrasher and the restaurant FaCy Arbuckle’s on Ransomes Europark in Ipswich, now a 

Pizza Hut of all things, if anyone cares to know). I worked there for a year and a bit unBl I decided I 

wanted to be a Red Coat! 

So I applied to Butlins. Went to the Hippodrome in London to take part in the mass audiBons that year, 

got on the BBC news, failed miserably and later got offered the job of barman in the bar where the Red 

Coats perform. So off I travelled to Bognor Regis on the south coast for my newest adventure. 

So Butlins! Wow! What a Bme! 

As well as working in the Reds Bar (where the Red Coats perform) I also worked in the Staff Bar where 

we served cut-price drinks and cut-price food (some of it was even in date sBll!). 

I had a great Bme and many adventures, some of the most memorable were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then this one Bme, late in 1999 this chap comes to the bar and order a big round of drinks. He handed 

me a funny looking £20 note. “I can’t take this mate, it’s fake!” I said to him. 

“You must be joking?” He replied. “I just got this out of your cash machine over there!” 

CENSORED 
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Four Star Rated 

Whipple Tree CoDage 

Bell Green, CraHield 

This carefully restored Bmbered former stable and hayloN includes 1 x double, 1 x 

twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs. 

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy 

wheelchair access. PreCy coCage garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for 

two cars. 

For bookings apply to: 

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green CoCage, Cra�ield, 

Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI 

“No,” I said. “Look at this, it looks nothing like a proper £20 note!” I went and got one from the Bll to 

show him. “Look, can you see the difference?” 

“It’s a new one!” He cried, obviously geLng annoyed with me. 

“Okay, I’ll get my manager,” I said, thinking he would sort it all out and vindicate me. “He’ll sort it all out 

and vindicate me, I think!” 

So off I trot to get my manager, really looking forward to seeing this chap get what for, trying to pass off 

dodgy £20 notes! 

ANer speaking to my boss for about 20 seconds, I went back, apologised profusely, refreshed his drinks 

for free (they’d all gone flat by then), took the £20 note in payment and gave him his change. 

Turns out it was a genuine, brand new, just released £20! I didn’t even know they had issued them, I was 

somewhat out of the loop, I think. 

It wasn’t long aNer that I returned to Ipswich, and my job at The Thrasher, for a short while whilst I 

indulged in my newest habit, excessive consumpBon of alcohol at every, reasonable,  opportunity. 

I conBnued this hobby through a few more jobs before landing a great job with EDF Energy in their 

Emergency Call Centre, taking calls about power cuts and other dangerous occurrences on the electricity 

network. 

To be con7nued next month only in The CraHield News! 
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Dear Friends 

Jesus Christ was crucified for our salvation and raised from the dead for our justifica-
tion.  We often hear this said but what do these words mean?  Here is a story that I 
hope will explain.   

THE CAGE 

Chapter 1 

A man was on the side of the road with a large birdcage.  A boy, passing by, noticed 
that the cage was full of birds of many differing kinds. "Where did you get those 
birds?" the boy asked. "Oh, all over the place", the man replied, "I lure them with 
crumbs, gain their confidence and then when they are close I net them and shove 
them into my cage." "And what are you going to do with them now?" the boy asked. 
The man grinned somewhat unpleasantly, "I'm going to prod them with sticks to get 
them really mad so that they will fight and kill each other.  Those who survive will 
have their necks wrung. None will survive eventually." 

The boy looked steadily at the man and wondered what made him do such a cruel 
thing.  He looked into the man's hard, pitiless eyes and then to the birds, defenceless 
and without hope.  "Can I buy those birds off you?" the boy asked. The man disguised 
a smirk, aware that he might be on to a good thing if he played the boy 
along.  "Well ..." he said, hesitantly, "The cage is very expensive and I spent a lot of 
time collecting these birds.  I'll tell you what I'll do.  How much money have you got 
saved up?" The boy answered truthfully "about twenty five pounds" "All right," said the 
man, "I'll let you have the lot, cage, birds and all for twenty five pounds and that iPod 
you're carrying." 

The boy paused.  Twenty five pounds was a lot of money and the iPod had been a 
birthday present and was just the best thing he had ever owned. But he looked again 
at the birds and said, "OK".  He went home, got the money from the tin he kept it in 
and went back to the man and handed over the cash and the iPod.  The man, in turn, 
handed over to him the cage of birds and at once the boy opened the wire door and 
let the birds go free. 

Chapter 2 

The Devil was on the side of life's road with a very large cage.  God, passing by, no-
ticed that it was full of people of every kind, female and male, old and young, from 
every race and nation upon earth.  "Where did you get those people?" God asked. 

"Oh, from all over the world" the Devil replied, "I lure them with drink, drugs, lust, love 
of money, and all manner of enticing things.  I pretend I'm their friend, out to give 
them a good time and then when I've hooked them, into the cage they go." "And what 
are you going to do with them?" asked God. The Devil smiled. "I'm going to prod them 
and provoke them and get them to hate and destroy each other.  I'll stir up racial and 
religious hatred, make them insanely jealous of one another, make them angry and 
vengeful and consumed with self-pity.  I'll make them dissatisfied, confused, restless, 
bored.  It's very easy, they always listen to what I say and then, and this really is the 
best bit my Divine chum, they invariably blame you for the outcome.  Those who do 
not destroy themselves, I will destroy. None will survive eventually." 

"Can I buy those people off you?" asked God. 

The Devil smirked.  "I'm not really sure you can afford to, after all there are so many 
of them and they are very expensive.  I'll tell you what I'll do.  What's the most valua-
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ble thing you have?" "Well," replied God, "the world is mine, the whole creation, all 
nature; I made it so I guess it belongs to me." "Far, far too cheap", said the Devil, "do 
you think I can be bought for as little as that?" "I'm sorry", God replied, "I didn't mean 
to cause offence but I don't think I've got anything more valuable than the whole wide 
world" Really?" rejoined the Devil, "Really? I'm not sure I believe that. Let me think for 
a moment, ah yes, now what's that Son of yours called again? But there, I'm being 
silly, look at these miserable specimens in the cage, surely they can't be worth that 
much to you, can they?" 

The End 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.  For God sent his son into the world not to 
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. 

        David 

St. Mary's Church – August Services 

 

 

 

 If you cannot fulfil these requirements please contact Margaret Thompson 

Sunday 13th Sunday 20th Sunday 27th 

6.30pm Evensong 

DB 

9.30am Holy Commun-
ion 

DB 

8.00am Holy Commun-
ion 

DB 

Reader 
Liz Dix 

Reader 
P. Baker 

Reader 
E. Cook 

Sidesperson 

Andy Edmonds 

Sidesperson 

Andy Edmonds 

Sidesperson 

Andy Edmonds 

Gen 37: 1-4,12-28 

Romans 10: 5-15 

Matthew 14: 22-33 

Gen 45: 1-15 

Romans 11: 1-2a 29-

32 

Matthew 15: 21-28 

Exodus 1: 8 2-10 

Romans 12: 1-8 

Matthew 16: 13-20 
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DIRECTORY: 
 

 

Doctor’s Surgery Fressingfield 01379 586 227 

 Stradbroke 01379 384 220 

Local officers: 

Church Rev. David Burrell  01986 798 136  

'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield  

theparsnips@googlemail.com  

 

Church Wardens: 

Andy Edmunds  01986 798523 

Lay Elder for Cra�ield - Margaret Thompson  07906 509302  

Parish Council - LoCy Barbour  01986 798099 

PC Clerk Sally Chapman   01379 855486  
PC Website www.cra�ield.onesuffolk.net  

Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator—Bob Stra�ord 01986 798143 

 

Village Hall: 

Chair Person - Rebecca Sannick  01986 799006 

Vice Chair - Richard Turberville   01986 798346  
Bookings - Jo Nunn  01986 799181  

PainBng Club - Mick Chave   01986 798771    

Laxfield School Act. Head Teacher - Mrs Hammond 01986 798344 

Nova Group - Heather Hargood   01986 798180  
 

Magazine Editors: 

Sue Eade, Cranes CoCage, Cra�ield, IP19 0BN  01986 798725 

suecratmag@aol.com  

Treasurer - Geoff Moore  01379 588024 

ProducBon Manager -  

Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cra�ield, IP19 0BS  01986 798472 

peter-sparrow@outlook.com 

 

All informaBon must arrive by 20
th  

of the month. 

AdverBsing rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8; 

flyer £10. 

Please contact Sue, Geoff, Molly or Peter for more informaBon 


