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CRATFIELD

Well we must be getting it right (and | think we know we are), people are
flocking to join us here in our lovely, quiet, friendly village.
This month we offer a very warm welcome to three new couples who have
recently come to join us.
Jo and Tim at Tye Cottage
Alison and Mike at School Corner
&
Bronwen and Pat at Fair View House
Hopefully they'll soon feel they've never lived anywhere else.

WHATEVER SHALL | DO NOW?

Very many thanks to all those 62 (at the last count) people who turned up
at church on Friday 20" July to see my 'stitchery'. It was great so see our
church once again being used as a social hub, and | was thrilled to see that
so many of you thought it was worth the outing. Wine and nibbles helped
I'm sure, and my sister and | were delighted that almost all of it was
consumed. As | mentioned on the night, most of the cost of the wine was
covered by the very generous donation | received for the posts and rail. |
am immensely grateful to this person, without whose help the work might
still be lying on our spare beds.

| would like to thank Nigel for providing some of the eats, Linzi, Dan and
Nick (despite being in much pain from cracked ribs) for circulating dishes
and wine and Margaret for her help in setting up and clearing.

Prior to the occasion | had help from several burly fellows who moved
some immensely heavy church benches to create the space for the
permanent position of the work, so, many thanks to Mel, Nigel, Gary, Mike
and Nick (pre-ribs).

If you didn't come on the night and are interested in seeing the piece, it will
be housed permanently in our church, which is always open, so if you are
passing, maybe dog-walking, (dogs are welcome as long as they don't pee
on the pews! or the hanging) why not pop in.

Once again, thanks for coming.

Sue
WANTED
Person to carry out various jobs around the garden i.e. painting sheds etc.

Would suit young person or O.A.P.
Call:- 07971 236531 or 798 850



Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market
Saturday 4™ August 2018
10am -12.30pm

“a friendly community market
held in All Saint's Church & the Royal Oak
and outside on Church Plain”

Last month it was good to welcome so many regulars and visitors,
including folk taking advantage of lovely weather and camping nearby - no
doubt they were stocking up at the Market on delicious things to eat and
unique gifts to take home. Singer Julia Maclusky of the Black and Tan Dog
Band sang for most of the morning and was very widely appreciated. This
month the entertainment will be the Pretty Grim Welsh Border Morris Side,
a very different style and look of Morris people.

At the August Market on the 4" there will be over 30 stalls. Look out for
such items as vintage finds, seasonal plants and flowers, individual crafts,
jewellery, dolls' clothes, bric-a-brac, cards, photos and upcycled goods.
There will be organic veg, bread, meats, raw milk, cakes and savoury
bakes (with a good choice of gluten and dairy free). Add to the list such
items as embroidery, turned wood and a first appearance of The Soapy
Goat (lovely soaps made from the local goat's milk). Plus lots more of
course! So do come and see all the goodies on offer this month.

The popularity of Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market means there can
be a waiting list for stall space, so please contact Catherine Cawood on
01986 798852 early if you would would like to request a slot. There's a
special deal for children to have space, so do ask Catherine about that if
interested.

The Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market welcomes you for a sociable
time on the first Saturday morning of every month.
See you there!
(don't forget the Museum will also be open just across the road)

Tea, coffee, cake and loos available in the Church
Breakfasts, bacon rolls, lunches and liquid refreshment available at the
Oak
Tables for outside eating

Laxfield Produce, Craft & Flea Market — the friendly one!



“SUMMERTIME and the livin' is easy....”

| was listening to a track by Adele the other day entitled “When we were
young” and it set me reminiscing. | wonder will the summer of 2018 be
remembered, it somehow doesn't have the same ring to it as ‘the sum-
mer of '76".

When we were young that summer of '76 we could almost guarantee
perfect weekend weather. This was in a previous life, when we first
came to Suffolk, (Fressingfield) before we went away and obviously
before we came back again! We were a group of four close friends
who spent many happy hours in the Fressingfield Swan, that's how it
was in the 70s!

Quite a disparate group we were, | was teaching (Stradbroke Primary),
Nick was training horses at Whitingham Hall, Charles was an antiques
dealer operating from Richmond House (directly opposite the Swan)
and his lovely sister Penny (sadly no longer with us) was a hairdresser.
We liked this variety, because so often when you get a group of people
who are in the same line of business that tends to become the sole top-
ic of conversation and if you are a hairdresser, do you really want to
hear someone banging on about the demerits of little Johnny, or if you
are an antiques dealer the merits of an Arab or a hunter don't have a
great deal of meaning, so we just had fun.

Sunday lunchtimes (and they were quite long lunchtimes) were one of
our favourite meeting times, but that summer we felt the need to be out-
side and as you know there is no garden at the Swan, so we decided
on picnics. For some reason we felt the need to have a practice run.
Penny and Charles' garden was to be the venue, we could meet in the
Swan, have a drink or two, buy a bottle of wine and pop over the road.
Penny and | felt long dresses (probably Laura Ashley) and straw hats
were de rigeur, Charles felt that the garden needed a little extra some-
thing, a certain va va voom, and, as he happened to have a stuffed lion
and also a lion's head in the shop, these were placed strategically
amongst the bushes. Nick was in charge of picnic music, Joseph Can-
teloube's 'Shepherd's Song' from Chants d'Auvergne quickly became
our favourite in the weeks to follow.

The trial was a huge success and we were ready to venture a little fur-
ther afield as the summer progressed.

Nick was our 'recky', whilst out exercising, from the back of a horse, he
spotted lots of secret, shady little field corners where we later spent the
sunny, Sunday, summer afternoons. The lions did not accompany us
on these sorties, but our Harrods picnic hamper certainly came into its



own and proved good value for lots of money!
Trespassing maybe, but we didn't do any harm, or get caught!

That summer seemed to go on for ever, as is this so far, but somehow no
other summer will ever have quite the magic of the summer of '76 and
anyway I'm not quite sure we'll still be around in another forty years to
remember 2018.

Sue Eade

FRESSINGFIELD HISTORY GROUP
'WE WILL REMEMBER THEM’

“ It will all be over by Christmas” such was the optimism in the autumn of
1914, but history and many programmes on television tell us it was an alto-
gether different story. Over 8 million served and lost their lives in the service
of their country and freedom. Thousand more returned home maimed and
continued in their suffering. From the cities, towns and villages like Fressing-
field young men and women responded to the call ' Your country needs you',
ordinary everyday people who worked on farms, trades people, all leaving
homes and loved ones. On land, sea and in the air, men and boys, nurses
and women working in ammunition factories and others, all were caught up
in events beyond their imagining.

To commemorate and honour those from Fressingfield who died and those
who served, we are launching the book,

'Sons, Husbands and Fathers'
compiled and written by three members of the Fressingfield Local History
and Archive Group, and are holding an Exhibition of photographs and stories
from that time on Saturday August 25" in the Sancroft Hall, Fressingfield
from 10am to 4pm. Teas and coffee and will be served. We hope to see you
there. Copies of the book will be on sale price £10.00. A percentage of the
profits will be donated to the Royal British Legion.

There are family links with Cratfield which we know will be interest to some of
our readers.



MICHAEL OLIVER

FENCING AND GATES

ALL ASPECTS SUPPLIED ERECTED REPAIRED
ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED
Arches pergolas trellis paving paths footbridges raised beds log stores

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED
Including drainage and all types of edging

MINI DIGGER TO: CLEAN SMALL DITCHES TRENCHES DRAINAGE
HOLES AUGERED ~ CONCRETE BREAKING  AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE

HOME: 01986 798129 MOBILE: 07946 714291
EMAIL:michael7000liver@btinternet.com

Linstead Farm & Garden

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc

STIHL VIKING MOUNTFIELD COUNTAX STIGA

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986
785272 or email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com




Brian Cole

7, The Street, Craftfield, j Would ik
Halesworth,Suffolk IP19 0BS ould you Hke
an attractive

Tel: 01986 798503 Mobile: garden, or a productive
07770768209 vegetable patch, but lack the

time, energy or experience?

Garden maChInery repairs Then call Gary Kimpton Garden

Services for expert advice and
practical help in your garden.
Please telephone 07913814176 for
a prompt response.

Shears sharpened

Gates Lodge Selﬁ Catering

. Luxury Grade 2 Listed Accommodation
. Fully Equiped
. 4 star Detached Cart-Lodge & Stable

Farmland views
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ

01379-586166

www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com
www.gateslodge.co.uk




C#IMNEY SWEEP

cur orramon'ur e

STRADBROKE 01379 388908 . Y
FULLY CERTIFIED - ..
INSURANCE APPROVED "// "
TONY HALES AN ‘
BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE |

Dontforgert to-book your lucky sweep for weddings:

Pike’s Paws
? Home Boarding for Dogs

* Safe family environment

* 3 Acre organic small-hol dlng

* From hol 1day stays to day care
Plke S PaWS *Fu ly insured and Licensed
Oak Tree Cottage, Cratfield Road
Huntingfield, Suffolk, IP19 0QB

Oak Tree COttage Pikespaws(@yahoo.co.uk
01986 798310 [i ?;:::I;"Jok.PikesPaws
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FRESSINGFIELD STORES

YOUR FRESH AND LOCAL VILLAGE STORE

NEW * 3 Weekly Special Offers

‘INDEPENDENT’' * Off-Licence,
RANGE OF Dry Cleaning,

OWN BRAND Gas & Coal
SPECIAL % Open 7 Days a Week
VALUE until 8pm

INDE
PEND GOODS (Sunday 6pm)

ENT | 01379 588188

h We are your local oiltank installer established since
ange 1989 with over 16,000 installationsto date

Limited

(I\ank Does your Oil Tank need replacing?

New oil tank installations, relocationsand servicing
Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks
Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in stock
OFTEC registered
KingspanTitan Accredited
Fullyinsured

Parish magazine discount
Free surveys

Tel.01449781210

Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk
www .tankchange.co.uk

@ Kingsbanqq




GOT A DRIP? , 34 .
Need a p|umber? cuAnL;s GLENNON fv"\f.‘n"g'f.;svf"m"o" ﬁ"ﬂ'&ﬁi Dm.:rmou

WALL BRACKETS & WALL BRACKETS &
STEMS SURROUND SOUND SYSTEMS ~SURROUND SOUND SYSTEMS.

- SY TE
40 vears experience DG Al BSTCILTT picmal el OATETLTE AL AEHAL B SATELTE

Tel: 01728 603376 Tel 01728 603376 Tel 01723 603376

Water filters and softeners
Heating and plumbing
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Locally based

Call Derek 07971 007846

email:

Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk

'IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
: Defibrillator phone numbers: People able and willing to operate the

a Defibrillator are as follows; Bell Green Area—07809 559568, 01986

: 798606, 07873 862274. Silverleys Green Area; 01379 586816. North

m Green Area; 01986 785035.

:You can contact any of these if the one you phone is not available.
I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

~EEEEEEENENBER

Four Star Rated
Whipple Tree Cottage
Bell Green, Cratfield

This carefully restored timbered former stable and hayloft includes 1 x double, 1 x
twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs.

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy
wheelchair access. Pretty cottage garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for
two cars.

For bookings apply to:

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green Cottage, Cratfield,
Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI
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HEVENINGHAM HALL COUNTRY FAIR
| am delighted to tell you that this year's Country Fair was a great success,
thanks in some part to the wonderful weather over the two days. The new
system of getting in, parking and buying tickets seemed to work very well
and the feedback from all the people who visited was extremely positive.
This would not have been possible without the help from the enormous
number of people from Cratfield and the surrounding villages. So, a huge
thank you to all those of you who helped by putting up/taking down tents,
acting as stewards, serving tea and cakes in the Courtyard and the Tea
Tent, selling raffle tickets, counting money and all the other things that
went towards making this year’s fair the best yet. A personal thank you
from me to all those people who donated Tombola Prizes and made a
donation towards the £30 John Lewis Voucher that was Cratfield’s
contribution to the raffle. The Tea Rooms raised a magnificent total of
£10150 and the Tombola a record breaking £1567.
The Raffle raised £1103 after the £300 first prize was taken out and the
prize winners were

1st prize Ms Chivers (£300)

2nd prize Neil Baldwin (2 night stay in Holly Cottage, Huntingfield)
3rd prize Dorothy Mills (A mixed case of 6 bottles of wine)

4th prize John Minchin (Aspalls Champagne)

5th prize Catriona Chase (A £40 voucher for a 1 hour massage)
6th prize Mrs Marsh (A £30 voucher for John Lewis)

7th prize Mr Folan (A £25 garden voucher)

8th prize Rebecca Todd (A round of golf for 4 people on the Blyth Course
at Halesworth Golf Club)

9th prize Michael Simpson (A hamper of local produce)

10th prize J.Scott (A hamper of local produce)

11th prize Catriona Chase (A bowl of fruit)

The money raised is for local communities for village and school projects,
church repairs and individual cases of need.

Once again, thank you to all who contributed in any way.
Carolyn White
Cratfield Village Representative

Heveningham Hall Country Fair Trust Reg Charity No. 1095403 — Supporting
the Local Community.
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

We look forward to welcoming you at our next pop-up pub on Friday 3™
August, from 6.00pm at the Village Hall. We are doing a BBQ again and of
course hoping for the same dry, sunny time we had in July. Everyone is
welcome.

If coming by car, please look out for parking signs which will direct you away
from the main green onto the back field. This is for the safety of the children
playing. Disabled and restricted mobility parking will be available in front of
the hall and will also be marked.

Upcoming diary dates:-

The next main event at the hall is the Produce Show on 4™ August, which
is the day after the pop-up. 'Suffolk Produce' is one of the categories for our
photographic competition on Saturday October 13", so the produce show
could provide inspiration for a winning picture. The other categories are
'Suffolk Coast' and 'Suffolk Architecture’. There will be a pay bar at this
year's photographic show. Look on it as an extra pop-up in the month with
the added attraction of pictures, so please come along even if you are not
exhibiting.

There is also our bistro evening on September 29", a sit-down meal
catered for us by the Huntingfield Arms plus a fabulous French wine-tasting
session to begin with. Make a date in your diary and look out for more
details in next month's magazine.

Tickets will be available in advance.

Hoping to see you at all these events and wishing you happy summer
holidays

Natalie Lloyd-Evans.

100 CLUB
The July draw was delayed to the end of the month to allow the new list to be
drawn up, so no winners to announce prior to going to press. We will include
them in the next issue. If you have not yet returned your form and payment

to join the 100 club, do please consider doing so. The money raised goes
towards the upkeep of the hall
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My Time as a Spanish Waiter

In June | swapped Cratfield for my house in Spain. June is the month
of flowers in Andalusia — the early part of summer before the sun is at
its most scorching. Some of my time was spent walking across wild
meadows and enjoying mountain views; but a lot of it was spent, as it
always is in Spain, waiting.

| waited for the bread man who comes at midday. | looked forward to
our chats about the World Cup.

Early Tuesday mornings are spent waiting for the butano man. There is
no piped gas in Andalusia, so butane is delivered to your
house. The butano man parks his transporter in town
and delivers the containers door to door by dumper truck
— which is the only way you can negotiate narrow streets
dating from the days of muleback. The machine gun
noise of the dumper truck together with the rattling and
clanking of metal cannisters gives plenty of warning of
his arrival.

In the past | spent a lot of time waiting for Antonio the wine
man’s sporadic arrivals — he has retired long since - but in
the old days would park his van on the corner, stand by
my front door and call out my name. | paid him twenty-five
Euros and he would syphon twenty-five litres of mountain
wine into my large plastic container from the barrel in the
back of his vehicle. It was good wine too, if Antonio’s
glassy stare and complete inability to calculate the change from 50
Euro notes was anything to go by. In later years, | am glad to say, he
became more risk averse and wisely engaged a boy to do the driving.

=) The older ladies in my barrio wait for the occasional visit of an
unmarked vehicle which sells voluminous and old-fashioned
underwear from its open back door.

RN
All of us await the vegetable vans. These
rock up at odd times of the week. One of the drivers
has a tannoy and a startlingly loud and urgent voice
that makes harmless announcements about the quality
of his produce sound like the warning of a nuclear

13



attack.

If you wait long enough once in a blue moon you will hear the pan pipes
which is the traditional way that the itinerant knifegrinder announces his
arrival. Knife grinders go from village to village on their mopeds. When
they arrive on the corner of your street they decouple the back wheel and
attach a drive belt to a grindstone. A neat way to earn a living.

men to arrive. They are only in my area on
Wednesdays and you book an appointment by
phone in advance. Ever since the time my electric
oven exploded during the preparation of Christmas
»_ dinner there have been regular visitations. Given
™ that | am not often there that means long waits.

B § é | have spent a lot of time waiting for the oven repair

[ )

e | last used the oven in February. The thermostat
packed in. The oven got hotter and hotter, changed into the inner core of
a nuclear reactor and incinerated my sausages. | had to make a repair
appointment well in advance to coincide with my visit.

Wednesday arrived, and the oven men finally came at
one o’clock. There was drama. Just before they turned
down the road a white van carrying water melons
stopped at the top of our steep street. The sliding side
doors accidentally came undone and the great green g
watermelons rolled out like the severed heads of so many Martians.
They banged down the lane, shedding shards of green skin and red flesh
on the way. Everyone rushed to their door to see the fun and the
mutilated melons found grateful homes.

My wait was rewarded. Calmly the oven men picked their way through
the carnage. The oven was repaired. Roast chicken for tea and melon
for afters.

Nigel Cousins
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PAINTING AND DECORATING
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE
SERVICE

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAUL GODDARD
Tel: 01986 784594

[ .
Pete’s

Reliable, helpful, honest and local!
Assistance, maintenance and repairs.
PC, laptops, tablets and phones.

:(C(O)][‘]nl]P)IU[lte]r NO FIX NO FEE.

Tel: 07758076177 or 01986888505

|
| S(@]["\V LCes pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk

WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk

— o

Ofsted

Outstanding
Early years provider

Laxfield Pre-School Group
(Framlingham Road, Laxfield IP13 8HD)
Rewarded 'Outstanding’ for the third consecutive time.

Sessions available between 8.30am -3.30pm for children
aged 2-Byrs. Funding is available subject to criteria.
Please call Lizzie on 01986 798091 or email at
manager.laxfieldpreschool@outlook.com
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2018 MOBILE LIBRARY DATES

Silverleys Green 14.15-14.35
The Poacher 14.45-15.00

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays:
24™ April, 22" May, 19" June, 17" July, 14" August, 11" September, 9" October,
6" November, 4™ December

BOOTY BUILDERS
4 . n | n ] u ]
T.W. Tree and Gardening = LAXFIELD

I Services I Fedkedoded

All aspects of tree surgery

For all types of

I Hedges trimmed, rough areas building work

a strimmed, garden rubbish cleared
*kkkk
||

I Contact Terry
Tel: 01986 798928 I
01986 798753
Or 07889 116448

|
I Mob: 07787 753525 .

319
D.C. PATRICK ‘éj\%?
26 Market Plkace, Halesworth Do you hate ironing? é(/'(‘}/—\/
N

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES Then let me do it! Reasonable rates, | can
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A | collectand deliver.

WEEK Existing customers in Cratfield.
Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or
TELEPHONE 01986 875229 01986873729
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D. M. BULLOCK
GENERAL BUILDER
All building work undertaken

Extensions
New Build Renovations
Patios Brickwork
Plastering
Carpentry
Ceramic Tiling

Mobile: 07766 063601

o"atﬁeld Beg’

Quality Home Produced Beef
A large selection of fresh & frozen beef
readily available
Come and visit the Cratfield beef stand
at Halesworth produce market every
second Saturday of each month
A full price list is available on request.
Further details from Lotty 01986
798099

orders@cratfieldbeef.co.uk

Y

R. Gritton

Professional Decorators

High Quality, reliable
service for all your
interior and exterior
requirements

Telephone: 01379
586768

Mobile: 07766 982600

HILLCREST

. MOT

° Servicing

° Repairs

° Diagnostics

. All makes welcome

. Land Rover Specialists

All mechanical work guaranteed for 12
months or 12,000 miles

17
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AFFORDABLE
HANDYMAN
HOME + GARDEN

RELIABLE, TRUSTWORTHY
EXCELLENT REFERENCES
CALL PETER
01379 668436

L)

s, fisk supplics

Mobile fishmonger
Door to Door sales
07881 686282
Email : pmg@grifffleet7 177 .plus.com

Baby Hedgehogs in Bell Green

ACORN FOOT HEALTH

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci,
PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP

FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT
HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses,
fungal Infection, corns, nail cutting, bunions
and Foot Care for diabetics.

Foot health checks and all nail conditions.
For an appointment
Tel. 01379 384873 Mob. 07724 073328

Email: griffithstwo@aol.com

Some evening appointments available

Some of you may have seen the signs up this week.about baby hedgehogs (thank
you to all those drivers who kept a look out for:them). We.actually had six in our
front garden, they seemed to be living under-the front hedge but a couple of them

were determined to venture out on to the réad!

Even the postman was looking out for them as, when we were out one day, he left

a note on.one of our letters with an update!

It was lovely to'see them in our garden (got some good photos) and they did ap-
pearto be healthy, we put water out which they drank. However there was no sign
of the Mum and the fact that they were out in the day time was a bit concerning, so
we contacted Tiggywinkles. They confirmed that it wasn’t natural for them to be out
at this time and as they were so young and advised us to take them to a rescue

centre.

They put us in contact with Bungay Wildlife Rescue and on Friday we managed to
pick up all six and put them in a box and off they went on their travels.

We are pleased that they will be looked after until they’re big enough to be re-
leased back into the wild (I do miss seeing them pottering about on the front lawn

though!)
Gillian Booty
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Fiona Patrick's Therapies

Relax & Unwind ....

Holistic Massage - Back Massage
Hot Stone Massage - Indian Head Massage
Body Scrubs - Body Wraps
www.fp-therapies.co.uk
Fully Qualified & Insured
Give me a call - T am only in BRUNDISH
01379 388458 or e-mail

Fiona@fp-therapies.co.uk

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth

01986 873484 open 9-5.00 pm
Monday — Saturday

Everything for horse and rider.
Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs,
wellingtons, workwear, country

clothing, gift tokens and much

more

—_——— e

MAN & MACHINE

725001

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE — REASONABLE RATES.

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE
SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH.

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN. TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED.

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132 MOBILE 07966
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Summer Term Report 2018 — All Saints Primary School

Hard to believe that it is that time again when we head towards the end of
the academic year. It feels particularly strange to me as | approach my
career break and am preparing to hand over to Mrs Minns. As | am writing
this | have five days left as Head of School. | do have some holidays
booked (in term time — don’t tell anybody) and lots of plans made.

So what have we been up to?

Well, back in May, you may have seen our year 5s practising their cycling
skills around the village as part of Bikeability. We really appreciate those
car drivers who slowed down and took extra care as the pupils learnt about
positioning and signalling.

KS2 SATS week arrived mid May, with results week in July. Once again
our Year 6s have impressed with excellent scores and we will remain well
above national average as a school. Congratulations to them and all those
adults both in school and at home who have supported their learning.
They are a super group of pupils, with lots of talents (besides being
excellent readers, writers and mathematicians) including singing, acting,
playing musical instruments and being great sports people. In-fact, our
Year 6 rounders team won a recent inter-school competition. They will be
great assets to their new high schools and we wish them all the best as
they take the next step in their educational journeys.

Art’'s week (June) this year was themed around ‘Into the Woods’ and saw
Wren Class and Robin Class den building at Jimmy’s farm in addition to
learning about living creatures both on the farm and in the tropical butterfly
house. Kingfishers, Owls and Eagles spent a day at Bewilderwood
crossing the broken bridge and looking out for Mildred the Crocklebog on
the Scary Lake. Probably the biggest excitement of the visit was coming
down the extremely fast Slippery Slopes (I decided it was time for me to
take the photographs at this point). Other activities that week included
making mini treehouses out of wood with Mr Gionis, cooking, painting,
drawing, mask making, drama, dance and singing.

The KS2 play was entitled ‘Aladdin Trouble’ and was absolutely brilliant.
The standard of acting, singing and dancing was very high and we have
some definite comedians in the making with some excellent comic timing.
The pupils decided that the charity they wished to support with ‘hat’
donations was Cancer Research. The costumes, set and props were
superb. Special mention must be made to those dedicated parents, carers,
pupils and staff who missed the first ten minutes of the England match on
the Tuesday night.

Changeover Day went smoothly with our 2018 reception pupils joining us
and all the pupils visiting their new classrooms and teachers. It is brilliant
that the pre-school pupils visit regularly, which helps the new children to
feel so at home.

Our sports day was won by our blue team this year. The parents/carers
and pre-school races were particularly popular and we introduced a staff
versus Year 6 relay race this year which was most competitive as you can
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imagine (the staff won by a whisker). It was extremely hot and we were most
appreciative to parents and carers who lent marquees so that a little shade
could be found. Sports Day was followed by the Friends’ Summer Fair where
making slime and throwing sponges seemed to be the biggest hit along with
eating burgers.

The Year 6s have just returned from their residential in Derbyshire sporting
new school leavers hoodies bought for them by the Friends (who bought me
one too!). They conquered the cave and the high ropes, weaselled, climbed
Mam Tor, walked, built rafts, visited Peveril Castle and even took part in an
inter-school talent show.

Our final school day is Monday 23" July, where we look forward to having
our Leavers service in All Saints Church. Pupils return to school on Thursday
6™ September.

I would like to thank the pupils, staff, parents, carers and all of Laxfield
village and its surrounds for making me so welcome at the school and in the
community for these past five years. | leave the school in very good hands
and have no doubt that it will continue to go onwards and upwards.

Lucy Hammond (Mrs)
Head of School

FRESSINGFIELD BOWLS CLUB IN CRISIS

The Fressingfield Bowls Club (FBC) has been in existence for well over 100
years and is now facing a crisis in terms of membership that will be below 18
by September. If we are unable to attract more new bowlers and/or
encourage the many bowlers that live in Fressingfield and the surrounding
areas, but choose to play for other clubs there is every likelihood that the
Club will fold. Once a bowling green is not maintained the forces of nature
rapidly take over. The Club is financially sound and able to pay for the
annual maintenance which takes place in September, from then it will be
necessary to maintain the green and that requires input by the members.

To enable the future of the Club to be discussed by all those who value this
facility a Special General Meeting will be held at the Sports and Social Club
on Wednesday 26" September at 7.30pm. If you want to see the club
survive please make every effort to attend. Fressingfield and surrounding
villages are not towns and good villages preserve their heritage/ Fressinfield
Bowls Club is an important part of that heritage.
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The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield

Dear Friends
There was a time when a good harvest was a matter of life and death. No
surprise, then, that cutting the first corn was a cause for celebration, when
hope and anticipation displaced the gnawing anxiety that was most
people's daily fare. Lammas (from the old English hlafmaesse — loaf-mass)
has its origins in the pagan lughnasadh and was at one time an important
festival. It marked the arrival of ample food supplies (at least for a while)
and a period of community labour with good company for the teams of
reapers.
In some English-speaking countries the festival of the wheat harvest is the
first harvest festival of the year. On this day it was customary to bring to
church a loaf made from the new crop of wheat harvested at Lammastide.
The loaf was blessed, and in Anglo-Saxon England it might be employed
afterwards to work magic: a book of Anglo-Saxon charms directed that the
lammas bread be broken into four bits, which were to be placed at the four
corners of the barn, to protect the garnered grain. In many parts of
England, tenants were bound to present freshly harvested wheat to their
landlords on or before the first day of August. In the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle, where it is referred to regularly, it is called "the feast of first
fruits".
Because people lived hand to mouth the arrival of the Harvest was a big
thing right from pagan times through to early Christian times. People were
literally starving by the time harvest came so you can imagine the great joy
they felt when the first bread was made and fields stood thick with the
promise of more to come. Later on when food was imported in greater
amounts the harvest celebration became more of a job well done rather
than thanking God that empty barns and cellars were once more full. This
was the point at which the supply of food was removed from its point of
production. The shops always seemed to have food, July is no longer that
anxious month in which people starve. We have lost the feeling that we
need to thank God for his bounty.
It is strange that the more we have the less we feel we need to thank God
for it. This year may not be a good harvest and although we will not starve
it could mean great hardship for some farmers. It is all too easy to assume
our food will always be there but if you listen to some experts there is a
chance that one day we will be back to depending upon our harvest. Why
not come along and enjoy singing those wonderful old harvest hymns and
just say thank you to God for our food, show our gratitude and remember
those who do not share in our plenty.
See the service grids for the times of harvest some will be held in
September and October.

David
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH - AUGUST SERVICES

SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY
12th 19th 26th
6.30pm 9.30am 8.00am
Evensong Village Worship [ Holy Communion
DB CM DB
Reader Reader Reader
Liz Dix P. Baker E. Cook

Sidesperson
A. Edmonds

Sidesperson
A. Edmonds

Sidesperson
D. Peacock

2 Samuel18:5-9,
15,31-33
Ephesians 4:25,
5:2
John 6:35, 41-51

1 kings 2:10-12, 3:3-
14
Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58

1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-

11), 22-30, 41-43

Ephesians 6:10-20
John 6:56-69

Sunshine quotes

'Keep your face to the sun and you will never see the shadows.' (Helen

Keller)

'What sunshine is to flowers, smiles are to humanity'. (Joseph Addison)
'Oh sunlight! The most precious gold to be found on earth.! (Roman

Payne)

'Laughter is the sunshine of the soul." Thomas Mann

'Sunshine will guide your heart even on the most darkest of days.' (Anthony

Hinks)

'Some old fashioned things like fresh air and sunshine are hard to
beat." (Laura Ingalls Wilder
'A smile is a sunny spirit." (Lailah Gifty Akita)
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DIRECTORY:

Doctor’s Surgery Fressingfield 01379 586 227
Stradbroke 01379 384 220

Local officers:

Church Rev. David Burrell 01986 798 136

'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield

theparsnips@googlemail.com

Church Wardens:

Andy Edmunds 01986 798523
Lay Elder for Cratfield - Margaret Thompson 07906 509302
Parish Council - Lotty Barbour 01986 798099
PC Clerk Sally Chapman 01379 855486
PC Website www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator - Nick Eade 01986 798725
Village Hall:

Chair Person - Rebecca Sannick 01986 799006
Vice Chair - Richard Turberville 01986 798346
Bookings - Jo Nunn 01986 799181
Painting Club - Mick Chave 01986 798771
Laxfield School Head of School- Mrs Hammond 01986 798344
Nova Group - Heather Hargood 01986 798180

Magazine Editors:

Sue Eade, Cranes Cottage, Cratfield, IP19 OBN 01986 798725
suecratmag@aol.com
Treasurer - Geoff Moore 01379 588024
Production Manager -
Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cratfield, IP19 0BS 01986 888505

peter-sparrow@outlook.com

All information must arrive by 20™ of the month.

Advertising rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8;
flyer £10.

Please contact Sue, Geoff, Molly or Peter for more information
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