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Hello and Welcome

A very warm welcome to Vanessa, Andrew, Will and John, who
along with Eddie the dog have recently moved into no.6 The Street,
Maddie Gallop now of 2 Boxbush Cottages and also to Nicky and
Bruce who have come to live at Hill View on Bell Green. We hope
they will be very happy here in Cratfield.

BGHE VINMGAGE GRACGORS ARE
BACR!

Once again, the annual vintage tractor run will stop at Cratfield vil-
lage hall for tea and cakes before departing en masse.

It's a spectacular sight!

Arrival time for the convoy is approximately 12.30pm
on Easter Monday, April 22™.

The time could be a little earlier or later, depending on traffic as they
muster at Flixton a few miles away.

Everyone is welcome to come along and see them and to enjoy the
refreshments, proceeds from which will go to St. Martin's Housing
Trust.

Please note they don't stay much above and hour in Cratfield.



NOT FOR
VEHICLES

Please think of pedestrians and do not park on the

pavements in Cratfield!

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION

Chrissie Kitchen, Candy Blackham,
Nick Eade, & Geoff Moore with wildlife,
landscape, church architecture & street
photography

Friday 12 April 2019, 18.00-20.00
Pay Bar & Nibbles

Saturday 13 April 2019, 10.30-17.00
Tea & Yummy Cakes

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL, IP17 0DJ

FREE ENTRY
Donations to Halesworth Dementia Carers Fund &
Macmillan Cancer Suppont
Further information: candyblackham@gmail.com




Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market
Saturday 6" April 9.30am -12.00pm

inside All Saint's Church and in the Royal Oak,
and outside on Church Plain

The organisers of the Market have been really pleased with continued
support from both stallholders and customers over the winter months,
turnout has been very good despite at times doubtful weather conditions.
The additional all-year- round opening has certainly proved very popular.

No doubt an Easter theme will be heavily featured at April's Market, with it
being just under two weeks away. Look for cards, gifts, beautiful flowers,
delicous lamb and other local meats, lots of baked goods, and generally
items with a cheerful Spring feel, including bird themed items being sold in
aid of the Church. There'll be plants and garden items for those itching to
make a start on getting their garden into shape for the months ahead.

Amongst all the good things on offer will be lots of individually created
crafts and gifts (one of our crafters has successfully gained space at the
prestigeous Country Living Spring Show at Alexandra Palace in London, so
remember where you saw her first!) This does highlight the quality and
individuality of our craft offerings at the Market.

If all the shopping and chatting seem tiring, then look out for the super
energetic entertainment this month supplied by 'Everything's Jumpin', they
will be demonstrating jive and jitterbugging dancing out on Church Plain,
weather permitting of course, although joining in will be very warming if the
weather is chilly.

As usual plenty of sustenance will be available including tea, coffee and
tasty cake inside on the Church refreshment counter, the Royal Oak will be
offering breakfasts, bacon butties during the morning and then lunches
after, plus all the usual drinks, hot and cold. Why not make a morning of it?

The Market is so popular there is always a waiting list for indoor stall
space, but do contact Catherine Cawood on 01986 798852 for info on
availability.

The Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market welcomes you on the first
Saturday morning of every month —
A Suffolk Market run by lovely friendly people -
looking forward to seeing you there!



EAST SUFFOLK COUNCIL

Monday April 1> will see the historic creation of a brand new local authority,
replacing Suffolk Coastal and Waveney District Council.

18!

East Suffolk Council will deliver essential services to local people and
communities, from Lowestoft in the north to Felixstowe in the south, and is the
natural culmination of a partnership between between Suffolk Coastal and
Waveney which has seen them save a combined total of over £22 million.

The creation of this new 'super district council' is a historic first for local
government. It is the latest step in a meticulously planned journey designed to
ensure that local people receive the services they deserve and expect in the face of
considerable financial challenges for local government.

The primary reason for creating this new council is to meet the challenges
presented by a hugely pressurised financial and service-delivery environment.
Compared with the other options considered, it is the most simple to implement and
has involved limited transitional costs. It will enable the new council to grasp more
opportunities and deliver its priorities for East Suffolk; financial self-sufficiency,
economic growth, and enabling communities.

So what will you as taxpayers see that is different? First, the number of councillors
is being reduced from 90 across two authorities to 55 and the elections to the new
council will take place on May 2". A lot of work has gone in to ensuring that it will
be 'business as usual' when the new council comes in to force on April 1.

Residents will continue to pay their council tax in the same way, refuse and
recycling will be collected by the same friendly and efficient teams and a range of
important services from Planning and Coastal Management to Housing and
Environmental Health will continue in exactly the same way.

There will of course be some changes. A new telephone number is being
introduced for the Council's switchboard and customer contact centre:

03330 162 000.

This will be a non-geographic number, meaning callers will be charged at a local
rate, no matter where they call from in East Suffolk. And of course, there will be
new signs — from the largest logos on the side of our main buildings, to car parks
and vehicles.

These changes will be made gradually to keep costs down; another example of
how the creation of a brand new council has been carefully planned with the
taxpayer and public money in mind.



MICHAEL OLIVER

FENCING AND GATES

ALL ASPECTS SUPPLIED ERECTED REPAIRED
ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED
Arches pergolas trellis paving paths footbridges raised beds log stores

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED
Including drainage and all types of edging

MINI DIGGER TO: CLEAN SMALL DITCHES TRENCHES DRAINAGE
HOLES AUGERED ~ CONCRETE BREAKING ~ AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE

HOME: 01986 798129 MOBILE: 07946 714291
EMAIL:michael700o0liver@btinternet.com

Linstead Farm & Garden

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc

STIHL VIKING MOUNTFIELD COUNTAX STIGA

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986
785272 or email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com




Brian Cole

7, The Street, Cratfield,
Halesworth,Suffolk IP19 OBS

ﬁ Would you like

an attractive
Tel: 01986 798503 Mobile: garden, or a productive

07770768209 vegetable patch, but lack the

time, energy or experience?

Garden machinery repairs ,
Then call Gary Kimpton Garden

Services for expert advice and
practical help in your garden.
Please telephone 07913814176 for
a prompt response.

Shears sharpened

Gates Lodge Sel/_‘ Catering

J Luxury Grade 2 Listed Accommodation
J Fully Equiped
. 4 star Detached Cart-Lodge & Stable
Farmland views
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ

01379-586166

www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com
www.gateslodge.co.uk




CHIM NEY SWEEP

STRADBROKE 01379 388908 ﬁ ‘
FULLY CERTIFIED L B
INSURANCE APPROVED ,‘// "
TONY HALES FAY ‘
BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE [

Donlt forgert to-book your lucky sweep for weddings:

Pike’s Paws
( Home Boarding for Dogs

* Safe family environment

* 3 Acre organic small-holding

* From holiday stays to day care
Plke S PaWS * Fully insured and Licensed
OakTree Cottage, Cratfield Road
Huntingfield, Suftolk, IP19 0QB

Oak Tree Cottage Pikespaws(@yahoo.co.uk
01986798310 I fsbookicespaws
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FIBRE BROADBAND FINALLY

We have, over some considerable time, as with others I'm
sure, been battling with BT and OpenReach on
improvements to our frankly laughable internet services
within the village. | am very dependent on this service for
my line of work and my ability to access, download/send
information to and from my clients. It has restricted us
and many families in the village (quite severely) in any essence of
normality in today's modern society particularly in allowing us to access the
benefits of today's digital era and in allowing our children (and ourselves)
to interact and engage with friends, whether through gaming or accessing
the world beyond Cratfield. To this end I've been constantly managing
issues with my provider and where possible with OpenReach in the
performance of the service, regardless of the measly compensation the
ISPs have been able to provide.

Over the past 2 to 3 years, my son, Cole has been hounding BT/
OpenReach through enquiries as to when our services within the village
will be upgraded to Fibre. He's been monitoring road closure alerts,
websites and writing to other sources of information to establish signals of
progress. Following numerous letters and email exchanges with BT, he's
slowly managed to get himself further and further connected with
individuals who have been progressively more and more helpful and
apparently more knowledgeable. The last 6 months have seen a real
escalation in activity and promises, not all recorded on the fibre update
sites. Last month they provided what seemed more certainty than we had
heard previously about Fibre arriving before the end of March. I'm sure
many of the people in the village have been pursuing BT/OpenReach over
some time and finally those efforts have been rewarded.

We now have Fibre live to the village (I assume this is to the whole village).
I've checked with my ISP (EE), the product appears to be available across
all providers from what we can see. | have placed my order and received
confirmation that my service will be switched over within 2 weeks.

The minimum guaranteed speed to my property will be 30Mb, considering
my current 1Mb it's a substantial increase. Other properties will of course
vary depending on their distance from the new cabinet installed at the top
of Church Road, but it demonstrates a whole new level of connectivity.
This level of performance means that lagging on internet searches would in
theory be a thing of the past, browsing and website interrogations will be
much quicker. Music and video downloads will be substantially quicker. It
also means that we can all start to subscribe to and use added services
such as Netflix and Amazon TV etc. without buffering. | also believe (but
let's wait and see) that with circa 30+Mb speed, we can actually watch
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proper HD and 4K movies and films on our TVs (if it's an HD TV and
prepared for 4K) without buffering, fuzziness or drag on the screen. | believe
it will also mean that services such as Skype can now be effectively used
without glitching and buffering if downloading other data at the same time or
if someone else is using bandwidth from the same service.

This is a total result for both home and business. It
EoiTe , - Jl means that people can balance home working
Y & ¥ opportunities more effectively and dare | say it, improve
Z for some the viability and attractiveness of more remote
living, thus increasing property values....but that's
subjective and for another discussion.

Mark Aryaeenia (15.03.2019)

Note from Sue Seabon and Peter Baker
(See also Village Hall News)

For a few years now | have been researching the people who owned and
lived in Bell Corner Cottage and Barn over the years. I'm afraid by now
people probably cross over the road to avoid me as | can drone on for ages,
but it is turning out to be a fascinating exercise, with much social history
involved. Whenever | have been at a village hall event | have stared at the
photos and had to resist the urge to take them off the wall, turn them over
and see if there is any information on the back and that's how it started. |
mentioned this to Chrissie and one afternoon we had a session doing just
that with all the added knowledge that Chrissie has. It soon moved on to
having them re-photographed and re-framed; we are thrilled with the result.
Peter did the DIY involved in hanging them, but we do need to do a little re-
adjustment after they have settled down. We are particularly short of dates,
and, as we all probably know from our own family photos, dates were rarely
added to the backs, so if you have any further information, please do feel
free to add it into the folder. Chrissie has also been researching Cratfield's
past inhabitants and it certainly does give one a sense of our own short place
in Cratfield's history. The people in the photos very much belonged to
Cratfield; it is good to have them refurbished and back on the walls of the
village hall.
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GOT A DRIP?
Need a plumber?
40 years experience.
Water filters and softeners

\

Heating and plumbing CHARLES GLENNON
NO JOB TOO SMALL TV, VIDEO/DVD
Locally based WALL BRACKETS &
Call Derek 07971 007846 SURROUND SOUND SYSTEMS
- DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE
email: INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk Tel: 01728 603376

'lIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
: Defibrillator phone numbers: People able and willing to operate the

a Defibrillator are as follows; Bell Green Area—07809 559568, 01986

: 798606, 07873 862274. Silverleys Green Area; 01379 586816. North

a Green Area; 01986 785035.

:You can contact any of these if the one you phone is not available.
I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESR

~SEEEEEEENENENR

Four Star Rated
Whipple Tree Cottage
Bell Green, Cratfield

This carefully restored timbered former stable and hayloft includes 1 x double, 1 x
twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs.

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy
wheelchair access. Pretty cottage garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for
two cars.

For bookings apply to:

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green Cottage, Cratfield,
Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Saturday 30" March Acoustic Night 2!

Doors open 7.15pm, admission is free — there will be a collection for the Air Ambu-
lance Service

Included in the line-up will be one of the best harmonica players you are ever likely
to hear, plus Skylark — an acoustic duo from Norwich — and Rosewood (Simon and
Val Haines who also run a folk club in Hadleigh)... Definitely not to be missed! Add
to that some local talent and we should have another fine Acoustic Night.

The bar will be open, so do come along and enjoy an evening of music and song —
join in and sing along or just relax and listen.

Wednesday 3" April - Cratfield Garden Club

The inaugural meeting of the Cratfield Garden Club will take place on Wednesday
31 April in the Village Hall starting at 7.00pm. All members need to bring £30 which
was the agreed sum for the annual subscription; this will cover the cost of the hall.
If there are any particular topics you would like to discuss, please let me know, but |
will do a presentation on my time at Chelsea Physic Garden, London. | will bring
some tea, coffee, milk and biscuits. Hope to see lots of you there!

Any queries please contact Caroline Marfleet on 07969603509

Friday 5™ April — Pop-up Bar with food by Cratfield Kitchen

Many thanks to Denis and Lesley Rockall, Tim Cerullo and Lesley and Robert King
who helped out behind the bar last month and anyone else 'behind the scenes' —
your help is very much appreciated!

If you fancy a turn as landlord or landlady for one of the evenings please do let Na-
talie know on 01986 798790.

First orders at 6.30pm with last orders at 9.45pm — please note the bar closes at
10.00pm and the hall will close at 10.30pm.

Thursday 25" April - Westminster Abbey & Canterbury Cathedral — their stone
skeletons

John Burton (MBE) is the first Surveyor since Henry Yevley in the 1390s to concur-
rently care for both Westminster Abbey and Canterbury Cathedral.

He has great knowledge of both these astonishing buildings; their structure, their
history, stories, legends and much more — come along to this fascinating talk to find
out more — entry is free and the bar will be open before and after the talk.

7 for 7.30pm — there will be a collection for the Air Ambulance Service.

Sunday May 12" — Dog Show
More details to follow

Sunday 1% September — Horticultural Show
The full details, schedule and entry form were included in last month's magazine —
any queries please contact Carolyn White on 01986 799187

Saturday 12" October — Cratfield Photography Competition
Now spring is officially here(?!) and we are all able to get out and about with more
daylight don't forget the three categories for the photography competition this year
are

Suffolk Seasons
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My Suffolk Weekend

Secret Cratfield

fun category — Cratfield Pets
Further details to follow regarding how and when to enter, the size of photographs
etc. - the viewing and announcement of the winners will be held on Saturday 12" Oc-
tober — time to be announced.
The winning photos and runners up are all used in the Cratfield Calendar which is a
great earner for the village hall with local businesses using it to advertise it also
makes a great present at Christmas time.
If you have not entered before please do have a go — it's very much a fun activity for
the village (and do you know, one entrant who has won several years in a row takes
all their photos with their phone and does not own an actual camera.)

100 Club Draw held at Nova

1% Natalie Lloyd-Evans No:20 £15.00
2" Suzanne Eagling No:23 £10.00
3" Paul Marfleet No:76 £5.00
Congratulations to all the winners

Finally a massive thank you to Chrissie Kitchen, Sue Seabon and Peter Baker
If you have visited the hall recently you will notice that all the photographs adorning
the walls have been sorted out and remounted/framed. Previously the photos on
display were all from the Poacher and when Roger and Margaret bought the property
Chrissie asked to have them copied for the village hall. At the time the frames were
purchased from charity shops and short descriptions were put on the photos with the
information known at the time — out of interest, the old, large aerial view of the village
that hangs just inside the door was taken in 1967, it was quite tatty so it was printed
onto a canvas — at a costly sum of £40 —11 years ago! When Margaret and Roger
sold The Poacher they passed on the box of original photos to Chrissie. Sue Seabon
thought it would be a good idea to index the pieces as these photos are a wonderful
archive of Cratfield's past. With reproduction and technology improving over the
years it also meant the grainy copies were able to be revitalised. This amounted to
just over 30 pieces of work — which all deserved mounts and frames to help display
them to their full effect and preserve them for the future — with the help of Robinson's
Stationers in Harleston and The Framing Place in Beccles we now have an amazing
exhibition of these photos.

The pieces are all numbered with a folder pertaining to the information known about
each photo, please do feel free to make any amendments for future generations if you
know of any extra information about the location or the people within the photos, as
unfortunately many that we could have asked are no longer with us.

Chrissie, Sue and Peter all worked on this massive project which took a huge amount
of time and effort — so many, many thanks.
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FRESSINGFIELD STORES

YOUR FRESH AND LOCAL VILLAGE STORE

NEW
‘INDEPENDENT’
RANGE OF
OWN BRAND
= SPECIAL

VALUE
INDE Wit

PeEND

0Bl 01379 588188

% 3 Weekly Special Offers

* Off-Licence,
Dry Cleaning,
Gas & Codal

* Open 7 Days a Week
until 8pm
(Sunday 6pm)

We are your local oiltank installer established since

[I\ank Does your Oil Tank need replacing?

hange 1989 with over 16,000 installationsto date

Limited

New oil tank installations, relocationsand servicing
Emergency pump out service availablefor leaking oil tanks
Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in stock

OFTEC registered

Kingspan Titan Accredited

Fullyinsured

Parish magazine discount

Free surveys

Tel. 01449781210

Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk

www . tankchange.co.uk

é Kingspan- q
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PAINTING AND DECORATING
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE
SERVICE

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAUL GODDARD
Tel: 01986 784594

jt - .
» Reliable, helpful, honest and local!
-Pete’s . P .
I Assistance, maintenance and repairs.
PC, laptops, tablets and phones.

!(C<o>lnn1]p>1unt<elr NO FIX NO FEE.

'Q o Tel: 07758076177 or 01986888505
| Services pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk
. WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk

Laxfield Pre-School Baby Room -
Stay N Play > Laxfield Pre-School
Framlingham Rd IP13 8HD =

Thursday morning’s 9.30am - 11.30am Framlingham Road, Laxfield. IP13 8HD
Agesbmths-2yrolds Sessions available 8.30am -3.30pm

£2.00 per Baby, including snack
Call today to book a place.
Limited spaces available

term time only for Babies/Children
aged émths - Syrs.

SFunding available subject to criteria).
lease call Lizzie on 01986 798091 or
01486 798091 email

at: office.laxfieldpreschool@gmail.com
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2019 Mobile Library Dates

Silverleys Green 14.15 - 14.35
The Poacher 14.45 — 14.55

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays
April 23rd, May 21st, June 28th, July 16th, August 13th, September 10th, October
8th, November 5th, December 3rd.

BOOTY BUILDERS
| T.W. Tree and Gardening = LAXFIELD
I Services I Sk

All aspects of tree surgery

For all types of

]
I Hedges trimmed, rough areas I building work
]

a strimmed, garden rubbish cleared
Fekddk

I Contact Terry
Tel: 01986 798928 I
01986 798753
Or 07889 116448

|
I Mob: 07787 753525 .

g7}
D.C. PATRICK g_ﬁ,\\é‘?}
26 Market Plkace, Halesworth Do you hate ironing? é(/(J}/_\/
N

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES Then let me do it! Reasonable rates, | can
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A | collectand deliver.

WEEK Existing customers in Cratfield.
Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or
TELEPHONE 01986 875229 01986 873729
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D. M. BULLOCK
GENERAL BUILDER
All building work undertaken

Extensions
New Build Renovations
Patios Brickwork
Plastering
Carpentry
Ceramic Tiling

Mobile: 07766 063601

R. Gritton

Professional Decorators

High Quality, reliable
service for all your
interior and exterior
requirements

Telephone: 01379
586768

Mobile: 07766 982600

G‘-atﬁeld Bee »

Quality Home Produced Beef

readily available
Come and visit the Cratfield beef stand
at Halesworth produce market every
second Saturday of each month
A full price list is available on request.
Further details from Lotty 01986
798099

1
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

A large selection of fresh & frozen beef ;
i

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1
orders@cratfieldbeef.co.uk 1
1

PZ

gHILLCREST

JLE S(

””F /jv e

MOT

Servicing

Repairs

Diagnostics

All makes welcome

Land Rover Specialists

All mechanical work guaranteed for 12

months or 12,000 miles




AFFORDABLE ACORN FOOT HEALTH

HANDYMAN
HOME + GARDEN

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci,
PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP

FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT

E;géﬁtg&i%%?:évggﬁggg HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC
CALL PETER Verruca treatn.wents, ingrow.n toer.'nails, caI‘Iuses,
01379 668436 fungal Infection, corns, nail cutting, bunions

and Foot Care for diabetics.

Foot health checks and all nail conditions.

For an appointment

Tel. 01379 384873 Mob. 07724 073328

Email: griffithstwo@aol.com

Some evening appointments available

Tl sk supplics
Mobile fishmonger
13‘ Door to Door sales
a8 07881 686282
W6 """ Email : pmg@grifffleet7 177 .plus.com
¥ A

A5

FREE Defibrillator Training
Cratfield Parish Council is holding some FREE
Defibrillator Training in the autumn at the Village Hall.
Would you be interested in learning how to
use it?

Open to anyone who would like to attend!

Lﬂ'd:’-
o
]
L[]
]

Contact: The Clerk on 01379 855486 or
email cratfieldpc@gmail.com
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Fiona Patrick's Therapies
Relax & Unwind .... |

r

: ;
; Holistic Massage - Back Massage i
. Hot Stone Massage - Indian Head Massage 'I
| Body Scrubs - Body Wraps |
! 5
|
|

www.fp-therapies.co.uk

Fully Qualified & Insured ;
Give me a call - T am only in BRUNDISH I

. 1 .
01379 388458 or e-mail i wellingtons, workwear, country
Fiona@fp-therapies.co.uk J clothing, gift tokens and much
i more
L i

HORSE & GARDEN

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth

01986 873484 open 9-5.00 pm
Monday — Saturday

Everything for horse and rider.
Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs,

MAN & MACHINE

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL,

725001

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE — REASONABLE RATES.

SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH.

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN. TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED.

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132 MOBILE 07966

DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE

1J



‘We must take care of our garden.’

Monday February 25" was a gorgeous day. The sun shone on sparkling
green branches, the birds seemed to be busy nesting, flowers were
appearing. | brushed down the picnic table in the garden and artistically
arranged bread, a bottle of wine and a green salad and we enjoyed an
alfresco meal.

Flowers started to bloom early. Birds seemed to be
stirring to make their nests. The sky was blue. Bees
buzzed. | closed my eyes and luxuriated like a reptile in
the warmth of a generous sun. This was not Cratfield in
winter. This was Provence in springtime!

And the washing | did! We had had guests for a week. | did eight full loads
in a couple of days and dried the lot in the sunshine. What luxury. And
those lovely sunny walks in the short winter afternoons.

- et -
e

As we all know this was the hottest February day on record — ever. | loved
it and yet, for the first time in my life, my pleasure in the sunshine felt
tainted. | gloried in it and yet at the same time felt uncomfortable. At the
end of that period of freak weather | felt guilty and a bit queasy - as if | had
gorged on a box of childhood chocolates that | had been warned against
having in one go. | felt guilty and a little bit sick at the same time.

Was the unseasonably warm weather due to climate change? Scientists
seem to be saying so. | tend to believe them. But even if it was just down
to chance, the wildly unusual weather gave me pause to think. If the
climate does change — this is what we will have. But this time the
disruption will be damaging and prolonged. That freak weather — no matter
what the cause was — brought it home to me how unsettling a change in
climate could be. It was nice but it didn’t feel right. | recall living in London
with bright street lights, hearing birds singing all through the hours of
darkness because as far as they were concerned the day lasted twenty-
four hours. It felt very unnatural, surely it must have been harmful for the
birds.

If the climate changes, nature will be confused. Animals, birds, insects —
everything - will be radically affected. And we will not be able to recover
what we have lost. | have no intention of preaching politics but what |
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would say is that the warm weather in February reminded me how caring for
the environment should be an important part of life. Part of what it is to try to
be a to be a good person.

It reminded me of how important to me it feels to try and do something for the
environment. Recycling, gardening, growing our own vegetables, a constant
awareness of this issue. To me these things feel to me like important
political acts. There are many issues in the world but surely caring for the
environment is the most portentous issue of them all.

‘We must take care of our garden.” is the final
lesson learned by the hero at the end of Voltaire’s
novel Candide. We will try and look after our
garden in Cratfield in order to make our
contribution to caring for the garden which
comprises the whole of creation. That is the
lesson | have learned from those record-breaking
warm days in February.

Nigel Cousins

What is the origin of the Easter Bunny

The Easter Bunny (also known as the Easter Rabbit or Easter Hare) is a folkloric
figure and symbol of Easter depicted as a rabbit bringing Easter eggs. Originating
among German Lutherans, the 'Easter Hare' originally played the role of judge,
evaluating whether children were good or disobedient in behaviour at the start of the
season of Eastertide. The Easter bunny is sometimes depicted with clothes. In
legend the creature carries coloured eggs in his basket, sweets and also sometimes
toys to the homes of children.

It is commonly thought that the word Easter comes from the pagan figure called
Eastre (or Oestre) who was celebrated as the goddess of spring by the Saxons of
Northern Europe. The only problem with this theory is that it has no basis in history, it
is pure conjecture. The same is true of the origin of the Easter bunny and Easter
eggs, no one knows for sure how these things became a part of the Easter
observances. The most we can say is that the word Easter is probably related to the
word east (ost in German) and that the Saxons had a month they called
Eosturmononath
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The Rectory, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield

Dear Friends,

One of the less attractive traits of human beings is the way we load
expectations on to people that are unrealistic and unfair. Then, when
the expectations are not met, we criticise the others, not ourselves.
Jesus was well aware of what people wanted him to be and do. He
knew he could not be the conquering liberator of their imagination
because his path was to lead to defeat and death — something very
hard for his followers to accept. St Luke tells us that even when Jesus
hung on the cross ‘the leaders scoffed at him, saying “He saved others;
let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” (Luke 23:35-
37.) These must have been bitter words for the Son of God to hear,
when he knew that he could have summoned legions of angels to
release him from the cross, but chose not to.

In that choice he in fact exceeded all expectation. Instead of liberating
the nation he sacrificed himself so that every man, woman and child in
the world could come back to God. That's how much he loved us.
Sometimes if we let our relatives, friends, the local school, the NHS or
whoever it may be off the hook and not pile a weight of expectation
upon them, they may in fact deliver in a way that we had never thought
of. No-one on that first Good Friday believed that Jesus would rise
again, although he had told them he would. On Easter Day he turned
defeat into victory and silenced the mockery of his enemies by a far
greater miracle than stepping down from the cross would have been.
However, he still didn’t do what we might have expected, namely to
appear to the Jewish leaders and Roman soldiers. Instead he appeared
secretly to his friends, that not very wonderful bunch of disciples.
Gradually the message that he was alive again spread and spread, so
that now all round the world people can rejoice in God’s great work in
saving lost humanity. He has done far more than we could ask, or think,
or deserve. It's a secret that we can all share in one of our churches
this Holy Week and Easter as we proclaim ‘Christ has died; Christ is
risen; Christ will come again!’

David
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St. Mary's Church Services — April 2019

Please come along to our Lenten talks.

Palm Sunday Maundy Thursday Easter Sunday
14th 21st
10.30am 7.00pm 9.00am

Benefice Agapé Holy Communion
Holy Communion Bring and Share DB
AV DB
Sidesperson Sidesperson
A. Edmonds D. Peacock
Reader Reader
E. Cook P. Baker
Zachariah 9:9-12 Isaiah 65:17-25
Philippians 2:5-11 Acts 10:34-43
Luke 19:28-40 Luke 24:1-12
NOTES

No need to

book, just arrive at 7.00pm.
Refreshments included.

3rd April The Dean of Edmondsbury Cathedral

10™ April A representative from the Emmaus Home-
less Charity from Ditchingham
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