CRATFIELD NEWS

Novemlber 2016

40's — SO's Party Night
At the Village Hall

Saturday 26" November - 8 'till late




John William Goose

| expect you will all have heard my sad news by the time you read this. On
Monday 3™ of October my Dad John William Goose 'fell asleep'.

Dad moved into Cratfield in 1961 after he married mum. He saw a lot of
changes in the village over the years, one of which was, he recalled, you
were lucky if you saw three cars a week.Dad said there were many times
when they were skating on the common pond in winter night after night. (Not
much chance of that now.) Dad always had a good sense of humour, here's
an example. He used to work at Howard's Rotavators and suggested that
when you got to the factory on a Monday morning the first thing you should
do was hammer all your nails because.... often with a hammer you hit the
'wrong nail' then later in the morning someone would hit another 'wrong nail’
and so on, so if you hit them all to start with......

For many years dad was a parish councillor keeping law and order in the
village and then he was neighbourhood watch coordinator for many years
before the job was taken over by Bob Stratford. (Thanks Bob) Another thing
Dad did in the 70's was to light the turtle stove at the back of the church. (Do
you remember such things?) The last time | saw this was at the scrap metal
event at Baltic Farm last year. The church was always much warmer after
Dad had lit the fire. No matter what, he was always good at lighting fires, at
home we were always warm, no, hot actually.

Those of you who knew Mum and Dad will know that they celebrated their
Golden Wedding Anniversary in December 2011. There is a plaque on
Southwold pier to commemorate this. Southwold is a place much loved by
them, Dad used to to go fishing there and in the 70's he had a boat there
called 'Margaret Rose'. The life-jackets he wore are now in the Cromer
Lifeboat Museum, much to his delight.

And of course last year | was very proud that Dad was able to walk me down
the aisle to give me away.

R.l.P. Dad

Well everyone, take care, love to you all,
Donna and Simon

We offer our sincere condolences to Margaret and family. John was a much
respected and committed member of our village community who served the
village well for many years.



Thank you

Margaret Goose would like to say a huge thank you to Diane,
Margaret and the team for the first class catering at Dad's
funeral on October 17™. The church was packed out with
family, friends and neighbours who came to remember and to
say goodbye to John. A massive thank you to all those who
were at the church and also to those who would have liked to
but were unable to come, hopefully you will be able to recognise
yourselves.

Take care and love to you all,

Donna and Simon

Remembrance Sunday

Remembrance Day in the United Kingdom honours the heroic efforts,
achievements and sacrifices that were made in past wars. The main
observance is on the second Sunday in November, but 2 minutes silence
is also made on November 11"

The red Remembrance poppy has become a familiar emblem of
Remembrance Day due to the poem, 'In Flanders Fields' written by
Canadian physician Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae. After reading the
poem, Moina Michael, a professor at the University of Georgia, wrote the
poem, 'We Shall Remember', and swore to wear a red poppy on the
anniversary. The custom spread to Europe and the countries of the
British Empire and Commonwealth within three years. Madame Anne E.
Guerin tirelessly promoted the practice in Europe and the British Empire.
In the UK Major George Howson fostered the cause with the support of
General Haig. Poppies were worn for the first time at the 1921
anniversary ceremony. At first real poppies were worn. These poppies
bloomed across some of the worst battlefields of Flanders in World War
1; their brilliant red colour became a symbol for the blood spilled in the
war.

Don't forget there is a service at St. Mary's Cratfield on Sunday

November 13" at 6.30pm



FIREWOOD FOR SALE
7' x 4' x 2' trailer - dry wood

£100.00 delivered - 2hour allowed for stacking
'As burnt in Cratfield Poacher'
Contact Paul Stephenson:-
01986 798714/07766186395
No deliveries in December

Heveningham Hall Country Fair Trust
(Registered Charity No. 1095403)

Village Representatives Required

The Trust is looking for a named individual in each of the villages it sup-
ports, Heveningham, Huntingfield, Walpole, Cookley and Cratfield, to
act as a Representative (a voluntary position).

This is not an onerous or time consuming role and would suit someone
who has contacts within their village and can also access noticeboards.
The Representative would be a point of contact to receive information
regarding events and the need for stewards and volunteers in a variety
of roles and publicise the need for raffle and tombola prizes etc. and
then assist us in fulfilling these needs by spreading the word throughout
your village.

When donations are made by the Trustees of Heveningham Hall Coun-
try Fair Trust to your village, this needs to be publicised through your
noticeboards and where applicable, your village's social media. | shall
still manage the publicity through your village newsletter and this role is
in addition to and will work alongside that. If you are interested or
would like to know more, please get in touch with me.

Mike Stephens

01986 798583

foodee@hotmail.co.uk



FRESSINGFIELD STORES

NEW * 3 Weekly Special Offers

‘INDEPENDENT’ % Off-Licence,
RANGE OF Dry Cleaning,
OWN BRAND Gas & Coal

SPECIAL % Open 7 Days a Week
VALUE until 8pm

PEND GOODS (Sunday 6pm)
S0l 01379 588188

Brian Cole AFFORDABLE
HANDYMAN ‘

7, The Street, Cratfield, HOME + GARDEN S‘i‘i

Halesworth,Suffolk IP19 OBS

: RELIABLE, TRUSTWORTHY
Tel: 01986 798503 Mobile: )
€ obrie EXCELLENT REFERENCES
07770768209 CALL PETER
Garden machinery repairs 01379 668436
Shears sharpened Pete’s Cmnnlputer Services |

Reliable, helpful, honest and local!
Assistance, maintenance and repairs.
PC, laptops, tablets and phones.

A NO FIX NO FEE. '
/ ﬁ Tel: 07758076177 I

pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk
WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk




MICHAEL OLIVER

FENCING AND GATES

ALL ASPECTS SUPPLIED ERECTED REPAIRED
ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED
Arches pergolas trellis paving paths footbridges raised beds log stores

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED
Including drainage and all types of edging

MINI DIGGER TO: CLEAN SMALL DITCHES TRENCHES DRAINAGE
HOLES AUGERED ~ CONCRETE BREAKING ~ AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE

HOME: 01986 798129 MOBILE: 07946 714291
EMAIL:michael700o0liver@btinternet.com

N+ Linstead Farm & Garden

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc

STIHL VIKING MOUNTFIELD COUNTAX STIGA

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986
785272 or email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com




Christmas Lane METF.EI-D
Metfield, Harleston
Suffolk_IP20 0JZ G A R AG E
P & Service Station
qd; 01379 586219 ﬂ Would you like
hs -,}‘ an attractive
N garden, or a productive

vegetable patch, but lack the
time, energy or experience?

Mlclmel Glaysher

Then call Gary Kimpton Garden
Services for expert advice and
practical help in your garden.

Please telephone 07913814176 for
a prompt response.

Gates Lodge Self_‘ Caterinz

. Luxury Grade 2 Listed Accommodation
. Fully Equiped
J 4 star Detached Cart-Lodge & Stable

Farmland views
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ

01379-586166

www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com
www.gateslodge.co.uk




CHIMNEY SWEEP
STRADBROKE 01379 388908
FULLY CERTIFIED ~ \
INSURANCE APPROVED ""' ~
TONY HALES "\1/ ‘
|

BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE

Donitforgert to-book your lucky sweep for wedldirigs:

THE GUILD OF MASTER SWEEPS

NEWS FROM THE PLAYING FIELD

Whilst on a recent visit to the Playing Field a visitor or visitors decided that the slide
was a bit dull and needed a touch of DIY, to help them with the modifications they
used what looked like a can of expandable foam which was duly sprayed along the
length of the slide and left to set hard!

This resulted in the slide being closed for a few days during half term holidays. Not
only has this caused considerable inconvience to the many children who enjoy
playing on the slide but it has also taken a considerable amount of elbow grease
and volunteered time to sort out the problem. If anyone has noticed they are
missing a can of expandable foam or knows anything about the above matter
please can they contact either myself or Sally Chapman the Parish Clerk.

Lotty Barbour

Chairman Cratfield Parish Council



\F{ The Cratfield Poacher

Bell Green, Cratfield, IP19 O0BL Telephone 01986 798206
Email Cratfieldpoacher@yahoo.co.uk

Open 6.00 pm to 11 pm Tuesday. 12 midday — 3.00 pm and 6pm —
11 pm Weds, Thurs, Friday and all day Saturday and Sunday.
Closed Monday.

Food available lunchtime and evening. Menu and Specials board.
Fish and chips to eat in or take away. Sunday roast.

First Thursday of the month — Quiz Night. Every third Wednesday
‘Acoustic Night’. Regular live music. In addition our regular
Bridge session every Tuesday evening and Book Club every second

Wednesday.

POACHER EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER

Thursday 3™ Quiz

Tuesday 1 Men's Group

Tuesday 8" Ladies' Group

Wednesday 16" Acoustic Night

Saturday ~ 26™ Music — Cheeseroom Collective

Plus Bridge on Tuesday evenings

2016 MOBILE LIBRARY DATES

Silverleys Green 14.15-14.35
The Poacher 14.45-15.00

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays

8 November, 6 December




Remember remember the fifth of November
Gunpowder, treason and plot.
| see no reason why gunpowder, treason
Should ever be forgot...

Guy Fawkes was born in 1570 in York, England, during the Elizabethan Age
(when Queen Elizabeth | ruled England).

The gunpowder plot was a plan to blow up the Houses of Parliament during
the State Opening on 5" November 1605, killing King James | and lots of
other people.

The leader of the group who wanted to kill the King was a man called Robert
Catesby. Robert didn't like that King James | was a Protestant (he wanted a
Catholic King or Queen).

Before the gunpowder plot, Guy (or Guido) Fawkes was a soldier for Spain in
the Eighty Years War.

Although Guy wasn'’t the leader, he had the important job of guarding and
then lighting the gunpowder.

The plan failed because King James saw a letter warning Lord Monteagle (a
friend of one of the plotters) to ‘stay away from Parliament’ on the 5th No-
vember.

Guy Fawkes was arrested in the cellar of the House of Lords, guarding 36
barrels of gunpowder,. He told them his name was John Johnson!

He was questioned and tortured by soldiers in the Tower of London for 2
whole days, until he gave up the names of the rest of his team.

The team were: Robert Catesby, Thomas Wintour, Robert Wintour, Robert
Keyes, Thomas Bates, John Grant, Ambrose Rookwood, Sir Everard Digby,
Francis Tresham, Thomas Percy & John Wright.

The 5™ November is now known as Bonfire Night or Guy Fawkes Night in
England. People celebrate this as the day King James | and his ministers
survived the plot.

In England bonfires are lit and firework shows are put on in gardens, parks
and public areas
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RECIPE FOR NOVEMBER

Hearty whole-wheat pasta with Brussels sprouts, cheese
and potato

Ingredients:

750g/1lb 100z Brussels sprouts, trimmed and halved
2509/90z baking potato, peeled and cut in 2-3cm dice
500g/1lb 20z whole-wheat tortiglioni or penne

salt

100g/3"20z ricotta

250¢g/90z Gruyére, cubed

250g/20z unsalted butter, softened

1 tbsp garlic ol

4 sage leaves, shredded

50g/20z parmesan (or similar vegetarian hard cheese) grated

Method:

Pre-heat the oven to 200°C/440F/gas 6, and fill a large pot with
water to cook the sprouts, potato and pasta.

When the water boils, salt it generously, tip in the prepared
sprouts, the potato dice and the pasta and let the water come
back to the boail, then cook for about 8-10 minutes, or until the
potato is tender and the pasta al dente. Just before draining,
remove two cups full of the cooking liquid and put to one side.

Tip the drained pasta, potato and sprouts into a roasting tin (or a
lasagne dish) them add the ricotta and diced Gruyere and a
cupful of cooking water, and toss well to combine. Add more
liquid if you feel the pasta is too dry.

Warm the butter and garlic oil in a small saucepan and, when melt-
ed and beginning to sizzle gently, add the sage and fry for
about 30 seconds before spooning or drizzling the butter and
sage leaves over the pasta bake. Sprinkle with the parmesan
and bake in the oven for 20 minutes, by which time the surface
will be scorched a light gold. This is best if it's left to stand for
at least 15 minutes before eating.

'IIIIIlIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
: Defibrillator phone numbers: People able and willing to operate the

m Defibrillator are as follows; Bell Green Area—01986 798733, 01986

® 798606, 01986 798063, 07873 862274, 01986 785375. Silverleys Green
:Area; 01379 586816. North Green Area; 01986 785035.

:You can contact any of these if the one you phone is not available.

I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESR
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PILLAGE HALL NEVWS

CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL PHOTOGRAPHIC EVENING

'What a fantastic array of photographs', these were the words from Kerry
Tarrant, the professional photographer who judged this year's entries.
There were 146 photographs on display in the three categories, all of
which were very competitive and showed such a wealth of local talent.

The prize winners in each individual category were:

Colours

1% Chrissie Kitchen with 'Yellow Farm Building, Galvanised
Nails, Flixton'

2" Liz Mobbs with 'A Cold Liht'

3" Bev Kimpton with 'A Kite over Aldeburgh Beach'

Cats
1 Juliette Weaver with 'Peek-a-boo'
2"! Ruth Stroud (aged 12) with 'Flora Il

3 Jo Nunn with 'Mouse'

Flowers
1% Candy Blackham with 'Crocosmia’
2"! Raymond Fish with 'Bee on a Teasel'

3" Sue Seabon with 'Spring Study'

Overall 'Best in Show' was Candy Blackham's very well deserved entry.
In each category the winner received a photo-shoot from one of a variety
of local companies.

The calendar photographs were also chosen from the display, so order
one to find out which Cratfield photographers were selected.

If anyone would like to purchase a calendar please contact Rebecca
Sannik on 01986 799006 to place an order as there will be limited
numbers, £5.00 per calendar, supplied in an envelope. Start your
Christmas shopping now!!

12



100 CLUB

The 100 club draw was held at the Nova meeting.
Winners: 1% Heather Hargood No. 7 £15.00
2" Sandra Chivers No. 38 £10.00
3" Elizabeth Dix No. 96 £5.00
Congratulations to the winners

4 )

70's — 80's Party Night
With Sensational Suffolk Band
FLAMING CHEEK

Come and strut your stuff on what is sure to be a fun packed
evening.

Saturday 26™ November - 8 'till late
Dress for the Occasion — Prizes for the Best Dressed
Licensed Bar
If you would like to hire the Village Hall for an event or would like to hire

tables, chairs, crockery or glasses the person to contact is
Jo Nunn 01986 799181

There are preferred rates for Cratfield residents

13



/;\\ T = r—
Teledells 7 7 5 2 ol TT" 3557 2 L]
ol (o tfzﬁftf T crffe

HEVENINGHAM HALL,

HALESWORTH, SUFFOLK, IP19 OPN

01986 798151

PRESS RELEASE

Tuesday 11n October 2016.

HEVENINGHAM HALL ANNOUNCES NEW PARKING MEASURES &
LIVE MUSIC ACTS AHEAD OF THIS YEAR’S FIREWORKS
SPECTACULAR

The organisers of Suffolk’s most spectacular fireworks event have announced a wide
range of new parking measures ahead of this year’s event which takes place on
Saturday 5« November in the parkland of the Grade | listed Georgian mansion,

Heveningham Hall.

The Heveningham Hall Country Fair Trust, which organizes the fireworks as well as
the forthcoming Christmas Market & Santa Run, has confirmed that there will be

extra parking attendants on the gates; wider gates; temporary roadways and tractors

& 4x4s on hand for this year’s event.

Gates open at 5.30 pm for the event which has been months in the making and
includes a huge bonfire, amazing fireworks by pyrotechnic specialists Full Effect
Fireworks, a traditional funfair, large bar, fish & chips, hog roast, BBQ and a variety

of tasty local foods.

14



New attractions for this year include the amazing LED Drummers who Will be
circulating through the event and performing on stage before the fireworks plus live
music from London two-piece Desert Planes, who are making waves all over the UK
with their unique brand of classy indie rock. Off the back of their debut offering ‘Wake
in Fright’ they will also be performing their brand new single, ‘Together Apart'.

Also back by popular demand are The Matadors, described as Rock & Roll with a

Jazz element plus well-known East Anglian eight-piece indie-nu-folk band Crumbs
for Comfort who are regulars at Norwich’s premier venues and have even played

the O2.

ALL proceeds from the night go to local charities. Vehicle tickets (including all
passengers) for £20 can be purchased in advance online or via the following local
outlets: Halesworth Wine Shop; Halesworth Golf Club; Laxfield Co-op & The
Huntingfield Arms.

Tickets are available on the night for £25 per car (including all passengers).
Pedestrian tickets (available on the gate only) are £7 for adults and £5 for children

(aged 4-14).

The fireworks spectacular follows hot on the heels of this year’'s Heveningham Hall
Country Fair, the most successful in the event’s history with over 20,000 people
attending over two days in July to visit the annual show plus the inaugural Concours

d’Elegance which saw around 50 spectacular cars exhibited on the Kim Wilkie-
designed terraces at the rear of the Hall.

For more information about the event and to purchase tickets in advance please visit:

www.suffolk-fireworks.co.uk

15
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Lester Baker

Brick laying and block work
All types of groundwork
(mini digger)

Drains, block paving, patios and
paths

Charro Lodge, Fressingfield,
Suffolk, IP21 5SY

Tel: 01379 586530

Mobile: 07889330741
9000000000000 0 0

-:.......................
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BOOTY BUILDERS
LAXFIELD
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For all types of
building work

*kkkx

Contact Terry
01986 798753
Or 07889 116448

Fiona Patrick's Therapies .
Relax & Unwind .... |
Holistic Massage - Back Massage [
Hot Stone Massage - Indian Head Massage = Cha rles G len nhon
Body Scrubs - Body Wraps 'l TvVvIDEO/DVD DIGITAL
www.fp-therapies.co.uk I
Fully Qualified & Insured . AERIAL & SATELLITE
Give me a call - T am only in BRUNDISH | INSTALLATION & REPAIRS
01379 388458 or e-mail I
Fiona@fp-therapies.co.uk . Tel: 01728 603376
- n mm s mm o mm o o mm o omm s omm onod
D.C. PATRICK

26 Market Plkace, Halesworth

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A

WEEK

TELEPHONE 01986 875229

59
ﬁé
Do you hate ironing? /J

Then let me doit! Reasonable rates, | can
collect and deliver.

Existing customers in Cratfield.

Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or

01986 873 729
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D. M. BULLOCK
GENERAL BUILDER
All building work undertaken

Extensions
New Build Renovations
Patios Brickwork
Plastering
Carpentry
Ceramic Tiling

Mobile: 07766 063601

R. Gritton

Professional Decorators

High Quality, reliable
service for all your
interior and exterior
requirements

Telephone: 01379
586768

Mobile: 07766 982600

Quality Home Produced Beef

readily available
Come and visit the Cratfield beef stand
at Halesworth produce market every
second Saturday of each month
A full price list is available on request.
Further details from Lotty 01986
798099

I
I
I
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
A large selection of fresh & frozen beef :
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
orders@cratfieldbeef.co.uk 1
1

Y HILLCREST

ALE SOLUT ==

il MOT

1e Servicing

|e Repairs

: ° Diagnostics

qe All makes welcome

: L Land Rover Specialists

All mechanical work guaranteed for 12
months or 12,000 miles
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Astrologer Elizabeth Hills

Astrology is an ancient self-diagnostic tool; one’s

pm“ éi.&k 3uppﬁw unique birth chart provides personal direction, timings
Sz ; & insight
Mobile fishmonger e
Dg%;; Egzr;g;es Clients are seen at the Harmony Centre, Walpole

Email : pmg@grifffleet7 177 .plus.com

Mobile: 07765 861871
Website: www.awayintwoworlds.co.uk

Ofsted

Outstanding
Early years provider

Laxfield Pre-School Group
(Framlingham Road, Laxfield IP13 8HD)
Rewarded 'Outstanding’ for the third consecutive time.

Sessions available between 8.30am -3.30pm for children
aged 2-Byrs. Funding is available subject to criteria.
Please call Lizzie on 01986 798091 or email at
manager.laxfieldpreschool@outlook.com

Cratfield For cats on holiday in a rural retreat
Cattery
/ p ) ° Spacious chalets
'\»‘k ° Vaccinated cats only
L Utmost care and attention given
° 10% discount to Cratfield residents

Call Rebecca 01986 799006/07879 400113
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ACORN FOOT HEALTH

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci,
PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP

FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT
HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses,
fungal Infection, corns, nail cutting, bunions
and Foot Care for diabetics.

Foot health checks and all nail conditions.
For an appointment
Tel. 01379 384873 Mob. 07724 073328

Email: griffithstwo@aol.com

Some evening appointments available

HORSE & GARDEN
SUPPLIES

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth

01986 873484 open 9-1.00, 2
—5.00 pm Mon — Sat

Everything for horse and rider.
Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs,
wellingtons, workwear, country

clothing, gift tokens

MAN & MACHINE

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE — REASONABLE RATES.

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE
SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH.

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN. TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED.

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132 MOBILE 07966

725001

1J



Four Star Rated

Whipple Tree Cottage

Bell Green, Cratfield

This carefully restored timbered former stable and hayloft includes 1 x double, 1 x
twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs.

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy

wheelchair access. Pretty cottage garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for

two cars.

For bookings apply to:

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green Cottage, Cratfield,
Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI

METFIELD STORES

run by the community for the community

THE STREET, METFIELD, HARLESTON, NORFOLK 1P20 OLB
www.metfield.org.uk telephone 01379 586204

LOCAL - bread, dairy, meat. cakes & pastries.

@roceries, wine & beer; tob spapers, cards, confe 13

Open: Monday - Friday, 8.00am - 5pm
Saturday, 8.30am -2pm, Sunday, 10am -12.30pm

OLIVER AND SALLY-ANNE
GARDENS
Experienced greensman/gardener
RHS qualified gardener
catering for all your gardening
needs.

Based in Cratfield
and offering special local rates
07510 406259
sallyannegardens@gmail.com

20

GOT A DRIP?
Need a plumber?

40 years experience.
Water filters and softeners
Heating and plumbing
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Locally based
Call Derek 07971 007846
email:
Dcknight67 @yahoo.co.uk




'In Flanders Fields' John McCrae May 1915

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders fields.

Take up the quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Inspiration for 'In Flanders Fields'

During the early days of the Second Battle of Ypres a young Canadian
artillery officer, Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, was killed on 2" of May 1915 in
the gun positions near Ypres. An exploding German artillery shell landed
near him. He was serving in the same Canadian artillery unit as a friend of
his, the Canadian military doctor and artillery commander Major John
McCrae.

As the brigade doctor, John McCrae was asked to conduct the burial ser-
vice for Alexis because the chaplain had been called away somewhere
else on duty that evening. It is believed that later that evening, after the
burial, John began the draft for his now famous poem 'In Flanders Fields'.

One account says that he was seen writing the poem sitting on the rear
step of an ambulance the next day while looking at Helmer's grave and the
vivid red poppies that were springing up amongst the graves in the burial
ground.

Another account says that McCrae was so upset after Helmer's burial that
he wrote the poem in twenty minutes in an attempt to compose himself.

A third account by his commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel Morrison,
states that John told him he drafted the poem partly to pass the time be-
tween the arrival of two groups of wounded at the first aid post and partly to
experiment with different variations of the poem's metre.
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Crane Lodge, Bickers Hill, Laxfield, IP13 8DP
Telephone: 01986-798901

Dear Friends,
| have always regarded November as a month with two directions — looking back and then
looking forward.
We start the month with Remembrance Sunday, and despite what some may say, this is not
anachronistic, it is as relevant and important as it ever was, if not more so. We still have a
debt of gratitude to those who have paid a price for defending our freedom, and to those
who are today, prepared to do the same. Wearing a poppy is a public declaration of the
support you give those who are injured and their families in recent and current conflicts,
along with the families who have lost a loved one. Jesus, very often in his parables,
highlighted the plight of widows and orphans and modern state support only goes so far,
which gives us a wonderful opportunity to show our care and gratitude with their financial
support and there are many organisations through which we can do this, one of the most
prolific being the Royal British Legion.
On Sunday the 27“‘, Advent Sunday, we look to the future, not just Christmas but to our own
eternal future when we will meet with Christ, however and whenever that happens, but
meet him we will. Just as we would prepare for any meeting, we use the time of Advent for
reflection and preparation of ourselves for that all important meeting with Christ. Advent
Sunday - the 27" November, is also the start of a new year in the Church.
So November can be seen as where the past and the future meet, where we consider the
past and what it means for the future, because as George Santayana said: “Those who fail to
learn from history are doomed to repeat it.”
This also serves to remind us of the timelessness of God, present in creation and our past,

present with us now, and all we can rely on for the future.

With my prayers and best wishes,
Ron
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH

NOVEMBER SERVICES
SUNDAY 13th SUNDAY 27th
6.30pm 8.00am
Remembrance Service Holy Communion
D.B. D.B.
Advent Sunday
Sidesperson: Sidesperson:
A. Edmunds D. Peacock
Reader: Reader:
R. Harrison P. Baker

Isaiah 65:17-25
2 Thess. 3:6-13
Luke 21:15-19

Ez. 34:11-16.20-24
Ephes. 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31

If you cannot fulfill these requirements please contact Margaret Thompson

News from St. Mary's

Please come and join us for our Remembrance Service on
November 13" at 6.30pm

Just a reminder, when you order your oil through the syndicate run by
Rix Petroleum 0.4p for every litre purchased will go to St. Mary's
Church.

CONCERT TEAS
As promised in the last issue of the Cratfield News, the total amount raised
from the sale of teas at this year's concerts was £1,357.59 which is of course
an excellent amount to go towards the upkeep and running costs of our
church.
Once again, thank you to all those involved.

Anne Clark
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DIRECTORY:

Police: PCSO 3195 Julie Hinton phone 101, ask for her by name.

Doctor’s Surgery Fressingfield 01379 586 227
Stradbroke 01379 384 220

Local officers:

Church Rev. David Burrell

'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield
theparsnips@googlemail.com

Church Wardens:

01986 798 136

Andy Edmunds 01986 798523
Lay Elder for Cratfield - Margaret Thompson 07906 509302
Parish Council - Lotty Barbour 01986 798099
PC Clerk Sally Chapman 01379 855486
PC Website www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator—Bob Stratford 01986 798143
Village Hall:

Chair Person - Rebecca Sannick 01986 799006
Vice Chair - Richard Turberville 01986 798346
Bookings - Jo Nunn 01986 799181
G Moore 01379 588024
Painting Club - Mick Chave 01986 798771
Laxfield School Act. Head Teacher - Mrs Hammond 01986 798344
Nova Group - Beulah Chatten 01379 588041
Magazine Editors:

Sue Eade, Cranes Cottage, Cratfield, IP19 OBN 01986 798725
suecratmag@aol.com

Treasurer - Geoff Moore 01379 588024
Production Manager -

Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cratfield, IP19 0BS 01986 798472

peter-sparrow@outlook.com

All information must arrive by 20™ of the month.

Advertising rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8;

flyer £10.

Please contact Sue, Geoff, Molly or Peter for more information
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